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PREFACE. 



The sum of what it is proposed^ in the following pages, to 
render probable is : — that the Epistles of St Paid to the 
Ghurches are one system ; that the order of their compo- 
sition is discoverable from their logical order as parts 
of such a system; that their order thus indicated, is, 1st. 
The Epistle to the Hebrews ; 2nd. Those to the Corinthians 
and Thessalonians ; drd. That to the Galatians ; 4th. That 
to the Romans ; 5th. Those to the Ephesians, Colossians, 
and Philippians. 

The construction of such a system may have been ac- 
complished in either of several ways. Either, the detached 
labours of the same principal actor in one great struggle 
were providentially ordered to form a consistent and self- 
elucidating whole ; or, the Apostle, ever narrowly watching 
the effects of his teaching, and all the turning-points of the 
controversy in which he was engaged, himself designed 
that each succeeding letter should throw a light on the pre- 
ceding, and should dispel whatever errors had arisen through 
misinterpretation ; or, one great purpose, the development 
of Christianity out of Judaism, binding together the whole 
mass of this correspondence, the epistolary argument 
was to b^ only casually and subordinately diverted from 
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this purpose, by the events of St Paul's ministry at Corinth 
and elsewhere. 

Whichever supposition we take, certain conclusions will 
be the same. If the Epistles of St Paul form one system, 
their common object must be considered in the interpreta- 
tion of them all. If the order of their composition can be 
discovered, the interpretation of each must be consistent 
with its relation to those that preceded it in the series. If 
it should appear that the Epistle to the Hebrews is a mem- 
ber, or even the principal member, of such a series, then 
will be furnished, what to the minds of many seems neces- 
sary, a much better evidence than has yet been adduced, 
that that Epistle was written by St Paul. 

It may be hoped that tlie importance of these conclusions 
will be sufficient to engage the reader in the consideration 
of the grounds by which the premisses are sustained. Yet 
a few preliminary words may be requisite, lest he should 
turn away at once, with the disrelish he must naturally feel 
for an argument maintaining something new, in a subject 
in which novelty may seem out of place. 

There is, indeed, nothing new in supposing St Paul's 
Epistles to form a connected system ; but the principle that 
they do so has not, I think, been regarded as the chief and 
best test for determining the order in which they were 
written. Yet, surely, if the Apostle designed such a system 
in the composition of his Epistles, or if letters of different 
dates were over-ruled by the Divine Providence to bear, in 
an orderly manner, upon the same argument, we may be 
able to discern in them, not merely evidences of their de- 
sign, but some indications of the order in which the several 
parts thereof were accomplished. If we can discover a 
logical sequence in any argument enforced by the Apostle 
in several or all of these Epistles, this sequence may prove 
not only the unity of design that pervades them all, but 
the relation in regard to date, which they bear to each 
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Other : it may prove both the existence of the system and 
the relative positions of its members. 

The first steps of this investigation were made in no 
higher expectation than that of discovering the dates of 
certain Epistles. It was thought that a person's letters, if 
every other trace of the periods in which they were severally 
written had been lost, might still be brought into some 
arrangement, by considering the topics introduced into 
them ; and that where the order of the events related was 
unknown, it might yet be assumed that those letters which 
introduced the same topic, in much the same language, were 
more nearly of the same date. If, in studying such letters, 
one chain of argument were found throughout certain of 
them, and not in others, those might form a group or packet 
separate from the rest. The question of the order of wri- 
ting would be thus simplified by division, and the general 
order might be afterwards settled by the connexion of the 
groups. 

It was under these general impressions, concerning all 
masses of correspondence, that, when the Epistles of St. Paul 
were searched, the subjects which entered into them appeared 
to admit of arrangement in the following principal classes : 
1st, uncontroverted Christian doctrines; 2nd, the contro- 
versial topic of some time or place ; 3rd, metaphorical illus- 
trations; 4th, local or personal circumstances, distinctly 
fixing the date or dictating the whole composition of a 
letter ; and 5th, references to less prominent events, names 
of places or persons incidentally appearing, and salutations 
of casual companions. 

In the endeavour to use these several classes of the sub- 
jects for the proposed inquiry, it was soon found necessary 
to rely on comparisons of those of the first three classes. 
Subjects of the fourth class are scarcely to be found in any 
of the Epistles ; there is indeed but one such patent and 
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obvious reference to events as we can use in the ensuing 
investigation, and from this, accordingly, we assume the 
priority of the Epistles to Corinth before that to Rome *. 
There would be a wide diflFerence of value between such 
references, if they did occur, and the subjects of the fifth 
class. We may not estimate alike the express and positive 
declaration of the times of successive events, and any calcu- 
lation based upon names and circumstances, which may be 
ambiguous from the mode of their introduction, or the 
brevity of what is to us .an accidental reference. It has 
been too commonly attempted to settle the whole question 
of the order and dates of St. Paul's Epistles, by the inci- 
dental names and addresses contained in them. As it is not 
intended to follow this method, there is no occasion to point 
out the mutually contradictory results derived from it. The 
true use of the names of persons and places casually referred 
to, of the salutations and addresses of the Epistles, ux such 
an inquiry as this, is found when they are regarded as tests 
of the accuracy of dates otherwise suggested. 

In the employment of the subjects of the first three classes, 
for suggestions of the order and date of die Epistles, the 
several Epistles to the Churches had to be grouped, and 
the order of those in each group to be investigated, by ex- 
amining how some arg^ument common to the whole was in 
each conducted; how some metaphor used in all was in 
each applied; how some doctrine, taught in one, was in 
others made the ground of practice ; how some truth, taught 
as to the whole Church in one Epistle, was in another ex- 
plained or restated to a single Church. 

In this search, it was not necessary to adopt a new prin- 
ciple of inquiry. Locke maintained, that the best method 
of studying an Epistle was to read it as a whole. It was 
but an extension of this principle to maintain, that the 
best method of studying the whole of the Epistles is to read 
^ See page 108. 
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PREFACE. IX 

them as a whole. It was by thus reading them, and by 
marking instances in which the main theme of one Epistle 
appears among the subordinate topics of another, that I was 
led to the opinion that they were written in the order in 
which they are enumerated above. Basing this order upon 
the single ground of preserving the consistency of the 
system which the Epistles appeared to form, I was led to 
the hypothei^s (and herein, I believe, is the chief novelty), 
that the Epistle to the Hebrews was the first of those that 
St. Paul wrote ; and that having in this Epistle indicted a 
general summary of Christian doctrine for the edification of 
the whole Church, he afterwards, in his Epistles to indi- 
vidual Churches, enfiMrced or expanded, completed or ap- 
plied, one or more of the arguments of his First Epistle, 
according to their several neods, and in adaptation to the 
errors or uncertainties in doctrine or in practice, which, in 
successive periods of his ministry, became prevalent. The 
evidence for this hypothesis will appear in the foUowii^ 
pages, of which a principal feature will be to show, that the 
main themes of other Epistles are included among the sub- 
ordinate topics of the Epistle to the Hebrews, so often, and 
in such a manner, as could scarcely have happened, unless 
that Epistle had been, as it were, the primer of the Apostle's 
teaching. - 

I cannot but think that the order of all the Epistles here 
suggested would have been generally maintained, but for 
the doubts concerning the position, and even the authorship, 
of that to the Hebrews- Those who have believed it to be 
St. Paul's, have yet hesitated to make it prominent among 
his Epistles. Locke received it as St. Paul's ; yet he does 
not paraphrase it with the rest : Paley also disembarrasses 
himself (tf it, in order to clear or strengthen the argument 
of the " Horae Paulinae." It is as if these and other emi- 
nent men had yielded to that infirmity of our minds in which, 
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when we are in any doubt whether an important statement 
or profession is or is not true, we either refuse to decide, 
or, if we decide in the affirmative, try to make some 
allowance for our doubt, by persuading ourselves that the 
thing has less importance than it seemed to have : we make 
the thing professed subordinate, as if this were something 
intermediate between its being genuine or false. Now, 
the Epistle to the Hebrews either is or is not St Paul's ; 
if it is (and the following pages will afford, I believe, as 
much evidence as can be reasonably required to prove it 
so), its position and importance in relation to the rest must 
be considered as if no such doubt has ever existed ; the 
question of genuineness has no bearing on the question 
of position if genuine, however much the question of the 
Epistle's genuineness has been affected by the assumption 
of its late position. 

Mr. Forster, in his work on ^^ The Apostolical Authority 
of the Epistle to the Hebrews," is content to accept the 
commonly received views of the lateness of this Epistle, 
even while he furnishes, in his admirably discussed parallels, 
some of the strongest evidence in favour of the opposite 
conclusion which determines the order here assumed. So 
close, indeed, does the connexion of the Epistle to the 
Hebrews with all the rest appear, that I believe the ad- 
mission of its priority will tend to remove many of the 
numerous ambiguities of style, and to explain or fill up 
many of the omissions and interruptions, which are the 
favourite subjects of complaint with commentators on St. 
Paul. Without the Epistle as an already admitted stan- 
dard of Christian doctrine, all the rest seem incomplete, 
fragmentary, irregular; but, admitting it as the principal 
member of the system, the mutual bearings of the other 
members may be equalized, and their seeming irregularities 
reduced to order. So, if I may borrow a simile from a late 
discovery, the planet Neptune was found by means of ir- 
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regularities observed in the motions of anotiier planet. 
Now, such perturbations in the course of the Apostie's 
argument are discovered mad lamented in every one of his 
acknowledged Episties. Is not then, the existence of 
another Epistie necessary to account for Ihem ? Have not 
the place and attraction of that Epistie been defined, while 
its existence as a genuine Epistie has not been fiilly recog- 
nized ? Are not the marks of its whereabout such as to 
identify it when named ? Is it not part of a system ? Is 
it not St Paul's ? Is it not the very sun and centre of St 
Paul's system? And are not its arguments sufficiently 
direct to account for the wanderings of tiie rest ? There is 
a mutual attraction between all the acknowledged Epistles, 
and all, according to certain laws, seem to gravitate to tiie 
Hebrews. 

It would be tedious, and of little use, to enumerate the 
several subordinate principles according to which tiie in- 
quiry has been conducted, or the various grounds on which 
the position of each Epistle has been assigned. Of the 
value of these the reader must judge ; and according to his 
estimate of their exemplification, must be his judgment of 
the whole hypothesis. Often in the course of the argument, 
conclusions will seem to be drawn from very slender evi- 
dences ; but the nature of the inquiry renders tiiis unavoid- 
able : if great probability is to be attained in such an in- 
vestigation as this, it can be only by cumulative evidence 
and numerous minute analyses. The total value of such 
evidences is always difficult to estimate ; the argument sup- 
ported by them always difficult to sustain, and often so 
wearisome, that I could not hope for the attention of a 
reader, if the object in view were only to determine a 
question of mere intellectual or historic interest But I am 
persuaded that the inquiry may have a far more important 
issue; and it may serve to justify my own labours in it, and 
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to obtain some prejudice in their favour, if I enumerate 
some of the results, of which the anticipation encouraged 
me, and which, while I feel far from liaving securely appre- 
hended them, I am yet sure would follow a more able and 
complete investigation of the subject 

Firsts If we were assured of the system of the Epistles, 
we should possess better and more simple rules of trans* 
lation and comparison of passages. 

For if the Epistles of St. Paul be one system, the same 
word should always have the same translation; or, when 
it requires a different one, the reason for the difference 
should be sought in some intermediate argument, or should 
be traced up to that Epistle which is said to be the more 
Grecian \ Thus only will the lexicon make St. Paul his 
own interpreter. 

The grouping of passages, as corresponding members of 
the parts of one great whole, would enable us to be sure of 
not wandering far from the right sense in any individual 
passage : as in a map of a country, a place not marked 
down cannot, we know, be very far from a more important 
well-known spot. Such certainty is unattainable if the 
Epistles be regarded as severally independent, like a heap 
of fragments. 

If the epistolary system were established, what is called 
parallelism might be more properly studied as points of 
contact, and the contact of one pair of passages might be 
estimated as by one or more degrees nearer than that of 
others : thus, marginal references might mark whether they 
refer to a prior proposition of the same writer or to a later 
deduction. 

Secondly^ The knowledge of St. Paul's epistolary system 
would enable us better to disarm the half-scepticism and the 

* cXXi}vtica>r£pa, Origen's expression regarding the Hebrews, reported by 
Eusebius, and so often quoted since. 
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hypercritical temper which has sought support in them. 
While men can think his scheme incomplete, and talk of 
missing Epistles, less confidence is felt in the sufficiency of 
those we possess. The preservation of a whole seems to befit 
a Divine Revelation. 

Such hypercriticism too, as requires St. Paul's formula 
of citation of Scripture to be identical, ought to be satisfied, 
if the diversities of citation are shown consistent with a single 
plan pervading all the Epistles. 

If, in fact, every ambiguous word could be shown as a point 
of transition from the previous to the subsequent context, 
most of the doubts still left as to the more probable meaning 
of St. Paul's words would vanish. Before agreement in theo- 
logical opinions can ensue, we must agree to the order in 
which to read the propositions of our Sum of Theology. So, 
if we know the relation of an opinion to the epistolary 
argument, we can in general trace to another order the 
motives for the contradictory conclusion. 

And, Thirdly, the knowledge here sought should give 
us a more just appreciation of the work and doctrine of 
the Apostle, a more perfect biography of the great 
Bishop of the Gentile Churches ; for in his Epistles he is 
seen to the life, earnestly and affectionately conducting a 
diocese of souls. Wonderful is that vigilance, which is pre- 
sent every where, bringing all into one view; wonderful 
that caution which can so approach an offender as to secure 
the warning to the whole Church, without so much as naming 
a reconciled penitent. 

Thus, it is not merely out of curiosity, or for its historical 
interest, that the investigation into the order of St. Paul's 
Epistles is to be pursued. The most probable chronology 
of the Epistles will be the best guide to their true sense, 
and will supply the best rules for interpreting the whole 
series; and I may venture to hope that, even to those 
readers who shall be least satisfied with my hypothetical 
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order, or to whom the question of the epistolary series may 
seem least important, the e\ridenee I adduce for it may be 
useful for other ends : as, for showing the perfect consistency 
and mutual support of all the Epistles, and of that to the 
Hebrews with the rest ; for supplying numerous instances 
of parallels, where only distant relations had before ap- 
peared ; and for removing or explaining some of the diffi- 
culties and ambiguities which ^^ they that are unlearned and 
unstable wrest .... to their own destruction." 
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ON THE UNITY AND ORDER 



ST. PAULS EPISTLES TO THE CHURCHES. 



CHAPTER I. 

ON THE RELATION BETWEEN THE FIRST EPISTLE TO THE 
CORINTHIANS AND THE EPISTLE TO THE HEBREWS. 

The first suggestion, as to the order of the Epistles of 
St Paul to the Churches, may be derived from the 
entire structure of the First Epistle to the Corinthians, as 
compared with that to the Hebrews. 

L In 1 Cor. v. 9, we find typoipa vfxiv Iv ry hnaroky. 
It is possible, therefore, that St. Paul wrote a letter either 
to the Corinthians alone, or to them in common with others, 
previous to the one known as the first to the Corinthians. 
If there can be found to have been one, and that, such an 
one as could be pre-eminently distinguished as " the letter," 
this interpretation would be preferable to the authorized 
version, " I wrote unto you in an epistle," or to the other 
which has been proposed, " I have written to you in this 
epistle." But, if there were such a letter, all the extant 
epistles are excluded from being that first one, by their 
appropriate addresses, except the Epistle to the Hebrews, 
the title of which is traditionally given, but is general and 
indefinite as to locality. 

II. The First Epistle to the Corinthians is, in such a 
measure. Catholic, as no other of St. Paul's epistles, unless 
that to the Hebrews, can be proved to be. Thus, 1 Cor. i. 2, 
C ' B 
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" Unto the Church of God, which is at Corinth, to them 
that are sanctified in Christ Jesus, called to be saints, with 
all that in every place call upon the name of Jesus Christ, 
our Lord, both theirs and ours." And if both these Epistles 
are, in a measure, Catholic beyond any other of St. Paul's 
Epistles, it will be an additional evidence of their con- 
nexion if a particular vice, against which the Church is 
warned in the Epistle to the Hebrews, be the same with 
that which forms the local topic to the Corinthians. 

In this view compare Heb. xii. 15, 16, with 1 Cor. v. 1. 
9—11. 



" Looking diligently lest 
any man fail of the grace of 
God, lest any root of bitter- 
ness springing up trouble 
you, and thereby many be 
defiled ; lest there be any 
fornicator or profane person, 
as Esau, who, for one morsel 
of meat, sold his birthright." 
Heb. xii. 15, 16. 



" It is commonly reported 
that there is fornication 
among you, and such forni- 
cation as is not so much as 
named among the Gentiles, 
that one should have his 

father's wife I 

wrote unto you in an epistle 
(Iv Ty lirtcrroXi^f) not to com- 
pany with fornicators, yet 
not altogether with the for- 
nicators of this world," &c. 

" But now I have written 
unto you not to keep com- 
pany if any man that is called 
a brother be a fornicator or 
covetous, &c., with such an 
one, no, not to eat." 1 Cor. 
vi. 9—11. 

From the passage in the Epistle to the Corinthians, we 
might suppose that St. Paul had written a former letter, 
cautioning them against being mixed up with fornicating 
brethren, and now pointed out that his emphasis lay in the 



Digiti 



zed by Google 



THE CORINTHIANS AND THAT TO THE HEBREWS. S 

word brethren. In that to the Hebrews, we find a forni- 
cator pointed out, and that one a brother, and a caution 
added lest many be defiled. 

III. These coincidences would be too slight to justify a 
suggestion as to the relation between the Hebrews and 
1 Corinthians, but that they occupy much ground in one at 
least of these Epistles. The passage in that to the Hebrews 
divides itself into the two distinct charges, Tropvoc i? fiifiv 
Xoc, " fornicator or profane person." In the First Epistle 
to the Corinthians, chapters v. vi. vii. relate to the iropvog^ 
and are followed by two chapters, whose subject is the 
J3I/3t)Xoc9 who eats the meat of idolatry and profanes his 
brotherhood. 

In these places, we find the vicious conduct of one mem- 
ber, at least, of the Corinthian Church become matter of 
conunon report, and this wicked person required by the 
Apostle to be judged by his Christian brethren, and put 
away from among them. The Apostle pursues his rebukes 
against the sin of fornication into a second chapter, and in 
a third treats of marriage as a remedy against it. At the 
end of this, the seventh chapter of 1 Corinthians, the topic 
of discourse is at once changed to an inquiry whether 
things offered unto idols may or may not be eaten by 
Christians. St. Paul decides the case put to him in the 
letter which had been written from the Church of Corinth *, 
by allowing " an idol is nothing in the world ; " but, at the 
same time, he advises that no Christian put the stumbling- 
block of being seen eating in the idol's temple, in his 
weaker brother's way. And the Apostle adduces his own 
example of self-support as one he desired to see generally 
followed ; claiming the " power to eat and to drink," but, if 
meat make his brother to offend, not caring to eat flesh 
while the world standeth. 

Here, then, is a coincidence, in that the sins which are 

» 1 Cor. vii. 1. 

b2 
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coupled together in the Epistle to the Hebrews are the 
same with those referred to in the letter from Corinth to 
St. Paul, and with those of which the consideration occupies 
a large space in St. Paul's reply to that Church. It is 
such a coincidence as may strengthen the already sug- 
gested supposition, that the Corinthians had received or 
read a former letter from St. Paul, and that letter the one 
now known as the Epistle to the Hebrews. 

IV. Now, from this one sentence to the Hebrews, form- 
ing as it does an epitome of five consecutive chapters to 
the Corinthians, it is, at least, evident that these Epistles 
bear a marked resemblance to each other in a local 
topic. But, if the whole structure of the Epistle to the 
Corinthians be found laid open in a single passage to the 
Hebrews, another and very powerful argument will be sup- 
plied for the belief that one of these Epistles is supplemental 
to the other. Let, then, these passages be compared: — 



Heb. V. 12, &c. 
"For when for the time 
ye ought to be teachers, ye 
have need that one teach 
you again which be the first 
principles of the oracles of 
God ; and are become such 
as have need of milk, and 
not of strong meat. 



" For every one that useth 
milk is unskilful in the word 
of righteousness : for he is a 
babe. 

"But strong meat belong- 
eth to them that are of full 



1 Cor. iii. 1, &c. 
"And I brethren, could 
not spQak unto you as unto 
spiritual, but as unto carnal, 
even as unto babes in Christ. 
I have fed you with milk, 
and not with meat: for 
hitherto ye were not able to 
bear it, neither yet now are 
ye able, for ye are yet car- 
nal," &c. 
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age, even to those who by 
reason of use have their 
senses exercised to discern 
both good and evil." 

Heb. vi. 1, &c. 

" Therefore leaving the 
principles of the doctrine of 
Christ, let us go on unto 
perfection ; 

"Not laying again the 
foundation 

(a) of repentance from dead 
works, 

(b) and of faith towards God, 
(a) of the doctrine of bap- 
tisms, 



()3) and of laying on of 
hands, 



(y) and of resurrection of 
the dead, 



(c) and of eternal judgment. 
"And this will we do, if 
God permit." 



X. 1. "Moreover, brethren, 
I would not that ye should be 
ignorant, how that all our 
&thers were under the cloud, 
and all passed through the 
sea, and were all bap- 
tized." (a) 

xii; 1. « Now concerning 
spiritual gifts, brethren, I 
would not have you igno- 
rant." (j3) 

XV. 1. 3, 4. " Moreover, 
brethren, I declare unto you 
the gospel which I preached 
unto you ; .... for I delivered 
unto you first of all that 
which I also received, how 
that Christ died for our 
sins ; . . . . and that he rose 
again the third day." (y) 
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6 RELATION BETWEEN THE FIRST EPISTLE TO 

V. The comparison of these extracts leads to the con- 
clusion, that the First Epistle to the Corinthians is supple- 
mental to the Epistle to the Hebrews in doctrinal topics. 

In the first place, higher subjects, which in the Epistle 
to the Corinthians are avoided as ^^meat," are mentioned 
in the Epistle to the Hebrews under the same title, "strong 
meat." And, in the second place, those fundamental 
doctrines which both Epistles call "milk for babes," the 
Hebrews enumerates but leaves, and the Corinthians dis- 
cusses at length and in the same order. 

This is evidently the case with the subjects marked 
(o) (|3) (7), which fill the six chapters before the last of 
1 Corinthians. Are the rest also to be found in the same 
Epistle ? Probably the first two. For let it be remarked 
that, in the case of the subjects marked (a) (/3) (7), the 
discussion of them begins in general terms, and goes off 
into particulars and local exemplifications : these first prin- 
ciples, after being discussed in the abstract, are brought to 
bear upon the topic of the day. But in the case of the first 
two (a), (b)y the subjects seem to be discussed, not in the 
abstract at all, but immediately, and only as the occasion 
called forth. " Repentance from dead works " has a suitable 
representative in the fornicator to be brought to compunc- 
tion ; and " faith towards God " is as well exemplified in 
the question of eating or not eating meat offered to idols. 
These two subjects occur in the order which is appropriate 
to the supposition that the Epistle to the Corinthians is 
supplemental to that to the Hebrews, and fill up the re- 
mainder of the Epistle to Corinth, from the third chapter to 
the ninth. Of the last subject named in the Hebrews (c), 
" eternal judgment," we have no mention in the Epistle 
to the Corinthians; and this omission remains to be ac- 
counted for : but, with this excess in the enumeration of 
Christian principles, we have found in the Epistle to the 
Hebrews an abstract of the whole of the contents, and a 
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plan of the construction, of the First Epistle to the Corin- 
thians. It is scarcely possible that this could have happened, 
unless it were intended by the writer of the two Epistles. 

VI. If it should be asked, after this, on what topic are 
the few remaining chapters of the Epistle to the Corinthians 
employed? it is not adverse to our hypothesis to find 
their subject to be the dissensions in the Church. If it 
were not so, we might be at a loss to account for St. Paul's 
limiting his correspondents, while continuing his epistolary 
instruction. For the same reason that the Hebrews no 
longer are primarily addressed, but a Gentile Church, we 
may, in 1 Cor. i. 2, hear the distinction '^ both theirs and 
ours;" and the question, " Is Christ divided * ?" " Every 
one of you saith, I am of Paul, and I of ApoUos, and I of 
Cephas, and I of Christ '." The Epistle is therefore not 
completely Catholic, both because it is a reply to a letter 
from Corinth, and because Jew and Greek required to be 
contrasted in the opening chapter, and their lessons and 
their teachers in the three next. 

VII. One circumstance, in addition to those referred to 
in the above extracts, may render the connexion of the two 
Epistles more manifest than the priority of either. There 
is a perplexing impression conveyed by the first view of 
the very sentences which ought to determine the question 
of priority. A retrograde movement is refused to those 
addressed in the Epistle to the Hebrews — "not laying 
again the foundation," &c. To the Corinthians, St. Paul 
is employed in laying again this very foundation. But 
since the foundation laid in the Corinthian Epistle is not a 
first, but a second foundation ^ and that which is refused in 
the Epistle to the Hebrews is a second foundation, not a 
third, therefore, the refiisal in the Hebrews may have pre- 
ceded the concession in the Corinthians. 

■ I Cor. i. 13. * 1 Cor. i. 12. 

* These cii*cum8tances add interest to a frequently recurring cxpres- 
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VIII. Moreover, that the Epistle to the Hebrews did 
precede that to the Corinthians, although that " laying 
again the foundation," which was refused in the former, may 
be granted in the latter, will appear more probable, if we 
consider how the structure of the Hebrews is illustrated and 
developed by the First Epistle to the Corinthians. 

The Epistle to the Hebrews consists of doctrinal and 
personal topics alternating. The Epistle begins with the 
former. There is soon found an obvious parallel, namely, 
between Heb. i. 13, ii. 5—9. 14, and 1 Cor. xv. 25 — ^28. 

Heb. i. 13. ^^ But to which of the angels said he at any 
time. Sit on my right hand, until I make thine enemies thy 
footstool?" 

ii. 5. " For unto the angels hath he not put in subjection 
(vTrira^e) the world to come, whereof we speak. 

6. But one in a certain place testified, saying, What is 
man, that thou art mindful of him ? or the son of man, that 
thou visitest him ? 

7. Thou madest him a little lower than the angels: 
thou crownedst (Icrrf^dvwcroc) him with glory and honour, 
and didst set him over the works of thy hands : 

8. Thou hast put all things in subjection (vTrira^ag) 
under his feet. For in that he put all in subjection (ev yap 
T(^ viroTaKai) under him, he left nothing that is not put 
under him (avi/Troraicrov). But now we see not yet all 
things put under him (vTrorfray/ulva). 

9. But we see Jesus, who was made a little lower than 
the angels for the suflFering of death, crowned (laretpavto- 

sion in the First Epistle to the Corinthians, " Know ye not ! " Such is the 
formula of introduction to eight passages, in each of which we can trace at 
least as much similarity to the language to the Hebrews as would be con- 
sistent with addresses to persons who had before received the same instruction. 
Compare 

1 Cor. iii. 16 ; Heb. iii. 6. 1 Cor. v. 6 ; Heb. xii. 15. 

1 Cor. vi. 15 ; Heb. xii. 16. 1 Cor. vi. 2, 3 ; Heb. ii. 5—13. 

1 Cor. vi. 9 ; Heb. xii. 14. 17- 1 Cor. ix. 13 ; Heb. xiii. 10. 

1 Cor. ix. 24 ; Heb. xii. I. 
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fiivov) with glory and honour ; that he by the grace of God 
should taste death for very man." 

14. " Forasmuch then as the children are partakers of 
flesh and blood, he also himself likewise took part of the 
same ; that through death he might destroy him that had 
the power of death, that is, the devil (Sia tov davarov 
KaTopynrry tov to KpaTog i\ovTa tov dav&TOv TOVTetrri tov 
&i/3oXov)." 

With this passage from the Hebrews compare the follow- 
ing from I Corinthians. 

1 Cor. XV. 25. " For he must reign {Sei yap avTov ^afjv 
\^vuv) till he hath put all enemies under his feet (axpiq 
ov av 0y, ic.T.X.). 

26. The last enemy that shall be destroyed is death 
(KOTapyiiTai 6 OavaTog). 

27. For he hath put all things under his feet {vrriTa^hv 
virb Tovg 7r6dag avTov). But when he saith all things are 
put under him (vTroTiTaKTai), it is manifest that he is ex- 
cepted, which did put all things under him (roi; iiroTa^- 
avTog). 

2d. And when all things shall be subdued unto him 
(uTTOTay^), then shall the Son also himself be subject (utto- 
Tayfi<TBTai) unto him that put all things under him (rcS vtto- 
Ta^avTi)^ that God may be all in all." 

The play upon the word vwoTcitrffBiv (" to put in subjec- 
tion") in both these passages; the words "crowned," in 
Hebrews, and "he must reign," in Corinthians; the ex- 
pression KaTapyHTai 6 OavaTog^ in Corinthians, and Sia tov 
OavoTov KaTapyfitrg tov to Kparog i\ovTa tov davarov, in 
Hebrews, identify these two accounts of the same doctrine^ 
— the subjection of all things to Christ by his triumph over 
death. 

IX. The likeness here exhibited, particularly between 
I Cor. XV. 27, and Heb. ii. 8, could scarcely have been 
more striking. Comparison between two such expressions 
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of the same writer's thoughts must suggest a precedence on 
the one or the other side. 

The test of priority of composition, which may serve in 
this and in several of the following parallels, is due to the 
presence of a quotation from the Old Testament It is 
probable that, upon the first promulgation of a doctrine, 
quotations from the Old Testament would be adduced in 
proof, and that, upon the repetition of the same doctrine, 
references of a less direct nature would suffice. Here the 
quotation is in the Hebrews. In 1 Corinthians the sen- 
tence does not appear in the form of a verbally exact quo- 
tation, but is slightly turned from the original construction. 
The passage in the Old Testament is, '^ Thou hast put all 
things under his feet," and it appears in those words in the 
Epistle to the Hebrews ; but, if quoted at all in 1 Corin- 
thians, it is in this other form, ^^ For he hath put all things 
under his feet." Perhaps, also, the passage in 1 Corin- 
thians, ^^ But when he saith all things are put under 
him," is a more familiar use of the text than that in the 
Hebrews, '^ For in that he put all in subjection under him." 
Again, the original Scripture has the words, " Thou 
crownedst;" the Hebrews quotes them, and argues that we 
see Jesus " crowned ;" but the 1 Corinthians proceeds at 
once to the expression, " He must reign." The passage in 
Hebrews has the difficulties of the original Scripture to 
interpret ; the passage in 1 Corinthians has the smoothness 
of enunciated doctrine. But the doctrine is the same in 
both, and depends explicitly or implicitly on the same verse 
of the same Psalm. By this test, then, the earlier deduc- 
tion would appear to be that in the Epistle to the Hebrews. 

There are other parallels to which the same kind of 
reasoning applies ; the next, for example. 

X. The greater part of the third and fourth chapters to 
the Hebrews is filled with the subject of the Rest into which 
we must labour to enter. Now, many writers have pointed 
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out this passage for the striking resemblance it bears to the 
10th of 1 Cor. 1—12. 

Mr. Forster, in his work on the Apostolical Authority of 
the Epistle to the Hebrews, says, 

"These contexts are parallel with each other in the 
following respects : — 

" 1st. Both passages relate alike to the exode of the 
Israelites from Egypt, and their temptations of Jehovah in 
the wilderness. 

" 2nd. The verbal agreements between the quotation 
from Psalm xcv. in Hebrews and the Apostle's own compo- 
sition in 1 Corinthians. 

"3rd. In both contexts the Divine Person in question is 
Christ. Heb. iii. 6, 7, the quotation from the Psalms is 
applied to Christ ; and 1 Cor. x. 9, Christ is the person 
tempted. Heb. iii. 6, the Hebrew Christians are styled the 
" house" of Christ ; 1 Cor. x. 4, Christ is termed the " Rock " 
of the Israelites, the similarity of the vein of thought thus 
indicating throughout sameness of mind and pen." 

XI. It speaks even more to the fact of their being like 
characters who are warned, than to its being the same hand 
which writes, where we find the same example of unbelief 
taken in both Epistles from the Israelites in the desert. 
But, as I cannot enter into this parallel so unhesitatingly as 
Mr. Forster does, I will not pursue it further than to point 
out that again " the quotation from Psalm xcv. is in He- 
brews," and "the Apostle's own composition in 1 Corin- 
thians." The conclusion we must draw is the same as in 
the last parallel ; and each instance in which it occurs is an 
argument for the priority of the Epistle to the Hebrews, 
independent of the general consideration that that Epistle 
is remarkable for the number of its quotations. 

XII. The digression in the Epistle io the Hebrews, upon 
the Rest of the Israelites, is parenthetical between two 
exhortations to consider the High Priest of the Christian 
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profession. The latter subject now occupies chapters v. vii. 
viii. ix. X. of the Epistle to the Hebrews, interrupted only 
by another growing out of it, the Christian Covenant; 
while chapter vi. is of a more personal and practical cha- 
racter, being in fact the chapter which afforded the first 
suggestion of the Epistle to the Corinthians being a supple- 
ment to the Hebrews. The sixth chapter need not be 
discussed afresh. The other chapters ought to give no 
other coincidences with the rest of the Epistle than the 
subject of the Christian Covenant can supply, if the Mel- 
chisedecan priesthood be a doctrine treated in that more 
spiritual manner, belonging to a higher education, which is 
professedly excluded from the First to the Corinthians. It 
is difficult to account for the solitariness in St. Paul's 
Epistles, of this reference to the Melchisedecan priesthood ; 
but it is, doubtless, somehow connected with the fact of his 
numbering among his correspondents, on one occasion, a 
larger proportion of persons who had received the education 
of Jews. Such a reference to the signs and precedents of 
early Jewish history would be lost upon the Gentile ; and, 
as the Church became more and more Gentile, we might 
expect St. Paul to drop the style in his later Epistles. 

XIII. In the lOth chapter of die Epistle to the Hebrews 
we meet with another of the personal warnings against 
apostasy, but now (unlike the previous one declaring the 
danger of falling short of the true Rest), the apostasy which 
is dreaded appears to take the form of ^' forsaking the 
assembling of yourselves together." For this language 
no parallel could be discovered for a long time in the 
Corinthian local topics. If, then, the following passage 
refer to the same subject, it is the more remarkably coinci- 
dent, from its having so long escaped a search directed by 
the expectation of discovering parties under like circum- 
stances, instead of (as I believe from the general tenour of 
the letter ought to have been expected) parties professing 
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themselves to be under different circumstances, — parties 
blamed for not taking censure in a right spirit, but defending 
their own conduct, — those included in a general censure, 
questioning and striving to disarm or divert their censor. 

If, after reading the Epistle known as that to the Hebrews, 
the Corinthians had signified, in their letter to St Paul, 
that the warning just quoted was inapplicable to their 
Church, for that they did not forsake the assembling of 
themselves together, as some made a practice of doing, it 
would be natural for the Apostle to reply, by so far accept- 
ing the statement, but continuing thus to blame : ^^ Now in 
this that I declare unto you, I praise you not, that ye come 
tc^ether not for the better, but for the worse. For first of 
allV'&c. 

XIV. The connexion between the Epistles has been 
traced as far as the eleventh chapter of the Hebrews. Now, 
on this chapter, let us take an independent testimony. 

Mr. Forster, at page 365 of the work already quoted, 
writes, " What has most impressed myself, however, and 
what I think most likely to impress the reader in the 
eleventh chapter, is its close analogy to the thirteenth 
chapter of 1 Corinthians; the one being a description of 
thatyJiiM, and the other of that love^ which we see combined 
so peculiarly in the teaching of St Paul. Let the portraits 
of faith and charity in these chapters be compared together 
in this view, and even an inexperienced eye will discern, I 
think, the touch of the same master." 

But, if this be the case, may we not interrupt the critic to 
inquire which was first painted ? 

" And though I have all fait/i^ and have not charity *," 
says the Apostle; from which I gather, that the two 
sketches are like the rest of the two Epistles, supplementary, 
and that the portrait of charity was needed to match the 
existing portraiture of faith. 

* 1 Cor. xi. 17. • 1 Cor. xiii. 2. 
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Mr. Forster continues: "The presumption here rises 
still nearer to proof, if the description of the sufferings of 
the Jewish worthies, Heb. xi, 32 — 38, be compared with the 
Apostle's account of his own sufferings, 2 Cor, xi. 22 — 33, 
Not to dwell upon the similarity of the vein of thought in 
these descriptions, — a similarity which must strike every 
reader, — I would here observe that the description in He- 
brews is quite after the manner of the Apostle, who himself 
tells us, that it was his custom to figure the case of others in 
his own person (ravra 8e, aSeXijioif fxsreaxnH'OTLaa Ag ifiavrov 
Koi ^Airo\\u)9 Si vfAag)^ and who consequently might be ex- 
pected (conformably with his rule, 1 Cor. ix. 20 — ^22), 
where circumstances required, to figure his own case in the 
person of others. But this St. Paid would be obviously 
called to do, in addressing Hebrews who would be sure to 
cast aside, in their pride of prejudice, the personal example 
of the Apostle of the Gentiles, while they would be equally 
certain to listen with interest and reverence to the examples 
of their own ancient worthies." 

XV. That there is such a contrast between the motives 
urged on the Hebrews and on the Corinthians, I am pre- 
pared to admit. But do not let it be exaggerated ; for it is 
connected with the composition of both of these Epistles and 
of the 2nd to the Corinthians, and is not greater than may 
be easily accounted for by the increasing personality of the 
allusions and intimacy of the parties. There is the most 
natural, because gradually increasing, personality about the 
three Epistles. The Hebrews is not free from it. " Ye 
had compassion on me in my bonds '," &c. " Pray for us : 
for we trust we have a good conscience, in all things will- 
ing to live honestly; but I beseech you the rather to do 
this, that I may be restored to you the sooner*;" words 
which, while they preclude the supposition that the Epistle 
to the Hebrews was by an unknown writer, limit its desti- 

' Heb. X. 34. • Heb. xiii. 18, 19. 
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nation rather to places where the writer had himself taught, 
and which he intended to visit again. The First to the Co- 
rinthians has more personality in the shape of justification 
of the writer's conduct, and the proposal of it as a pattern 
for imitation. But the Second Epistle to the Corinthians 
is completely personal. The writer rejects the idea of ex- 
cusing himself to them, and, while proposing the same pat- 
tern, has grown to ridicule his own apparent boastfulness. 
The same increasing personality may be traced in the 
notices of the persons addressed, as we have found in the 
writer's introduction of himself. The same gradual local- 
izing is apparent as consists with a first unaddressed and 
Catholic Epistle, a second written to the Church at Corinth, 
" with all that in every place call on the name of Jesus 
Christ'," and a third addressed " to the Church at Corinth, 
with all the saints which are in all Achaia \" 

XVI. Towards the end of the ninth chapter of the 1 Cor., 
at the conclusion, that is, of the part devoted to the correc- 
tion of the fornicator and profane person, the subject is 
illustrated by a comparison between the Christian course 
and the Isthmian games. 

1 Cor. ix. 24. "Know ye not that they which run in 
a race run all, but one receiveth the prize ? So run, that 
ye may obtain. 

25. And every man that striveth for the mastery is 
temperate in all things. Now they do it to obtain a cor- 
ruptible crown ; but we an incorruptible. 

26. I therefore so run, not as uncertainly ; so fight I, 
not as one that beateth the air : 

27. But I keep under my body, and bring it into sub- 
jection : lest that by any means, when I have preached to 
others, I myself should be a castaway." 

The same metaphor is used throughout the verses pre- 
ceding that other warning against the same characters al- 

9 1 Cor. i. 2. » 2 Cor. i. 1. 
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ready noticed in the 16th verse of the 12th chapter to the 
Hebrews. 

Heb. xii. 1. " Wherefore seeing we also are compassed 
about with so great a cloud of witnesses, let us lay aside 
every weight, and the sin which doth so easily beset us, and 
let us run with patience the race that is set before us." 

4. " Ye have not yet resisted unto blood, striving against 
sin." 

The coincidence is not simply that the same figure is 
found in the same part of the structure of both Epistles, 
and seems essential to their common design. The same 
metaphor is used in most of St. Paul's Epistles ; but there 
is more similarity between the shapes taken by the Apostle's 
idea in the two Epistles now under consideration, than in 
other places where the same illustration is used. The 
likeness of the passages is not only a general one, but a 
particular point of the similitude is pressed in both Epistles ; 
plainly suggesting that both were written under one im- 
pression. The writer endeavours to turn their play into 
earnest. They who "have not yet resisted unto blood," 
in the one place, are reproved in the other as " beating the 
air." This is the drift of the illustration in both places ; 
and in no other passage is this purpose observed. The 
purpose in both is to step beyond the preliminaries of a 
contest ; while the motives to endurance are carefully varied 
as accessory to this purpose, attention being paid to the 
rule of increasing personality which we had occasion to 
point out in the preceding section (XV.) as maintaining a 
contrast in all the motives urged in these two Epistles. 

XVII. The last-named parallel extends from the 1st to 
the 17th verse of the 12th chapter to the Hebrews, but is 
interrupted by the prominence of a second idea, " the pro- 
fitableness of the chastening of the Lord ;" and it is difficult 
to see how this parenthetical exhortation, from verse 5 to 
verse 11, fortifies an argument issuing in vigilance against 
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a corrupt brother. The difficulty is removed by drawing 
out the parallel to which attention is called by the similar 
language of 1 Cor. xi. 32 : " But when we are judged, we 
are chastened of the Lord, that we should not be condemned 
with die world." For in this passage the same thoughts 
are combined; Christians' judgments on themselves, and on 
each other, are identified with their providential chastenings, 
and that sacramental discipline, which, however afflictive, is, 
after all, better than condemnation with the world. The 
Divine hand is recognized in the tenderness and righteous 
fruits of Christian discipline, mediate as well as immediate. 
And this may be the undeveloped idea which is inserted 
between the first verse of the twelfth chapter of Hebrews, 
'^ let us lay aside every weight ;" and the fifteenth, << looking 
diligently lest any man fisdl of the grace of God, lest any 
root of bitterness springing up trouble you;" — this must 
indicate the full meaning of the eleventh verse : ^^ Now no 
chastening for the present seemeth to be joyous, but 
grievous : nevertheless afterward it yieldeth the peaceable 
fruit of righteousness unto them which are exercised 
thereby." 

XVIII. Going forward, — in the tliirteenth chapter of the 
Epistle to the Hebrews, we meet with coincidences with the 
subject-matter of 1 Corinthians ; but while comparing these 
passages, we may notice the early and Gentile character 
which belongs to certain topics brought forward in the 
Epistle to the Hebrews. The form at first taken by the 
controversy about the admission of Gentiles into the Church 
is outlined by the decree of the Apostles, requiring absti* 
nence from fornication and from idolatrous meats. To these 
requirements we must add, according to a passage in the 
Galatians, "only they" (the Apostles) "would that we 
should remember the poor '." 

Now, when we analyze the first sixteen verses of the 
» Gal. ii. 10. 

C 
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thirteenth chapter to the Hebrews, what are the particular 
injunctions which the writer thinks fit to add as a last word, 
an abiding postscript, to his long letter ? They are lessons 
of brotherly love, hospitality, sympathy, and contentment, 
in obedient imitation of their Spiritual guides. These are 
all of one class of good deeds, of that class noticed to the 
Galatians as adjuncts to the Apostolic decree ; and to his 
injunctions concerning these, the Apostle adds others re- 
lating to marriage, with its opposite, the sin of fornication, 
and disputes about meats to be eaten and avoided. Both 
these subjects belong to the decree itself. — Surely this sum- 
mary of his mind is indicative of an early stage in the great 
controversy which fills the whole set of St. Paul's Epistles. 

But this is likewise the summary into which we have 
already abstracted the contents of chapters v. to ix. of the 
First Epistle to the Corinthians. 

XIX. As we might expect, from what has preceded, 
therefore, the sixth chapter to the Corinthians, from the 
tenth verse to the end of the seventh chapter, is an expansion 
of the fourth verse of the thirteenth chapter of the Hebrews : 
^< Marriage is honourable in all, and the bed undefiled : 
but whoremongers and adulterers God will judge." And 
in illustration of Heb. xiii. 9 — 16 : " Be not carried about 
with divers and strange doctrines. For it is a good thing 
that the heart be established with grace ; not with meats, 
which have not profited them that have been occupied 
therein;" we have, in 1 Corinthians, a reference to the 
same diversity of opinion, with pretence of knowledge, on 
the subject of Jewish and idol meats. Take, for exam- 
ples, 1 Cor. viii. 1 : " Now as touching things offered unto 
idols, we know that we all have knowledge. Knowledge 
puffeth up, but charity edifieth;" and 1 Cor. xi. 18: "for 
first of all, when ye come together in the church, I hear 
that there be divisions among you." And we have the 
like solution of the question : for as the Hebrews, so, also, 
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the Corinthians are told that, ^'meat commendeth .us not 
to God : for neither, if we eat, are we the better ; neither, 
if we eat not, are we the worse *." These words put a 
second negation upon the Jewish distinctions, by which 
meat and drink were to be exalted to a level with the ^' heart 
established with grace." 

Add also, that we have in both Epistles the same Jewish 
precedent used : ** We have an altar, whereof they have 
no right to eat which serve the tabernacle * ; " " Behold 
Israel after the flesh : are not they which eat of the sacri- 
fices partakers of the altar ' ?" 

XX. Such is an outline of the positive arguments in 
favour of the supplemental relation of the First Epistle to 
the Corinthians to the Epistle to the Hebrews, and of the 
early date of the latter. A negative argument to the same 
effect might be drawn from the absence, from both the 
Epistles, of certain topics, which are prominent in the other 
Epistles of St Paul, such as, for instance, express oppo- 
sition to the rite of circumcision, and the discussion upon 
the new creature ; but to trace such an argument would be 
to anticipate conclusions belonging to other Epistles. 

The foregoing pages seem to afford ample evidence 
of such connexion between the two Epistles as would be 
inexplicable on any other hypothesis than that of their being 
the production of one writer. And we may gather from 
them the following summary of the reasons for concluding 
in favour of the early date of the Epistle to the Hebrews, 
and of the supplemental character of that to the Corinthians. 
1. The warning against the sins of fornication and pro- 
faneness, which appears general in the Epistle to the He- 
brews, IB applied, made personal, and pointed in the Epistle 
to the Corinthians, in the form of a reply to such a letter 
from that Church, as the Epistle to the Hebrews might 

» 1 Cor. viii. 8. * Heb. xiii. 10. * 1 Cor. x. 18. 
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have called forth. 2. Six fundamental points of Christian 
doctrine are noticed, only to be passed over, in the Epistle 
to the Hebrews ; and of these six, five are discussed at full 
length in the same order in 1 Corinthians, in consequence 
of the state of that Church requiring their teacher to begin 
afresh with first principles, such as he had assumed to have 
been already learnt 3. St Paul's controversy with the 
Judaizers is similarly treated, in the same phase, in both 
Epistles ; turning upon distinctions in eating, and the pro- 
priety of marriage, and the rule of brotherly love, accord- 
ing to the first Apostolical law given to the Gentiles, rather 
than upon the question of circumdsion. 4. The comparison, 
in the Epistle to the Hebrews, of the Israelites in the wil- 
derness to Christians about to enter into their rest, is de- 
veloped in 1 Corinthians; and the metaphor from the 
Grecian games, which is used in both Epistles, is borrowed 
from the same moment of contest 5. Many passages in 
the Epistle to the Hebrews are illustrated, and many re- 
markable words are repeated, in that to the Corinthians. 
When we add to these what we have supposed, respecting 
a gradual localizing, and increased personality, of the cor- 
respondence, and the change from quotation of the Old Tes-^ 
tament to mere references to the quoted passages, we have 
surely found, in the general contents of these two Epistles, 
better grounds for fixing their relative order, than are 
to 1)e found in their references to Timothy, or in their 
hints about St Paul's casual companions. 



Digiti 



zed by Google 



CHAPTER 11. 

ON THE RELATION BETWEEN THE EPISTLES TO THE^ 
THESSALONIANS, THE FIRST EPISTLE TO THE CORIN- 
THIANS, AND THE EPISTLE TO THE HEBREWS. 

I. The closest connexion which can well subsist between 
two Epistles is, when one is defective without the other, 
and contains an allusion to that defect. 

If we were desirous of continuing by letter the instruc- 
tions which had been begun in personal communication, or 
had, to our knowledge, been carried to a certain extent by 
other teachers, it is probable we should choose our sugges- 
tions from some higher field of study. But it is next to 
certain, that we should notice briefly, or at least enumerate, 
the points with which we took for granted our pupils were 
acquainted. Supposing, at the reception of our first letter, 
some of the pupils showed an incapacity for this progressive 
teaching, we should take the very next opportunity of 
again instructing them in those essentials which we had 
before only enumerated; and, to any one afterwards reading 
our letters, it would prove that we had been endeavouring 
to restore former acquirements, and had not been discussing 
these subjects for the first time, if it were found that we 
strongly pressed particular points in them, and dwelt on 
local or temporary mistakes and defects, rather than on the 
whole of each question. It would prove that we had re- 
ferred to one and the same list of subjects in different letters, 
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if the subjects were in all the same, and treated in the same 
order. If the number of these subjects treated in any two 
letters did not exactly tally, yet, if the last subject in one 
were the subject omitted in the other, the reader might see in 
this omission, that we had a purpose, if need were, to write 
again ; but he could never fancy that the larger list of the 
contents of the one epistle was drawn up from the less 
numerous subjects of discussion in the other. The exact- 
ness of the coincidence of the subjects, in such a case, would 
be sufficient to prove the connexion of the two letters; the 
want of completeness in the last topic, and the signs of 
resumption in the discussion of the rest, would show plainly, 
that the complete list of subjects was made before the letter 
addressed to the backward pupils. 

The above is, as nearly as we can state it in general 
terms, the position in which we left the consideration of the 
Epistle to the Hebrews and the First Epistle to the 
Corinthians. 

II. In the sixth chapter to the Hebrews, there is an 
enumeration of elementary Christian doctrines, which the 
writer intends to pass over in that Epistle ; and the First 
Epistle to the Corinthians has been shown to fill up the 
abstract given in that to the Hebrews, so far as the first five 
of the six ** principles of the doctrine of Christ " are con- 
cerned; the last named subject alone, which is << eternal 
judgment," not being found there. This is, on the other 
hand, the only prominent point of Christian doctrine in the 
Epistles to the Thessalonians. 

Attention is called to it in 1 Thess. iv. 13, by the same 
introductory expression, ** I would not have you to be 
ignorant," which begins the discussion of two out of the five 
topics in the First Epistle to the Corinthians. There is, 
at the same time, much in the whole passage to recal, and 
attach it to, the closing topic in the fifteenth chapter of 
1 Corinthians. The passage is : " But I would not have 
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you to be ignorant, brethren, concerning them which are 
asleep, that ye sorrow not, even as others which have no 
hope. For if we believe that Jesus died and rose again, 
even so them also which sleep in Jesus will God bring with 
him. For this we say unto you by the word of the Lord, 
that we which are alive and remain unto the coming of the 
Lord shall not prevent them which are asleep. For the 
Lord himself shall descend from heaven with 9 shout, with 
the voice of the archangel, and with the trump of God : 
and the dead in Christ shall rise first : then we which are 
alive and remain shall be caught up together with them in 
the clouds, to meet the Lord in the air : and so shall we 
ever be with the Lord '.'^ 

III. There is exhibited, in this passage, the dependence 
of our resurrection on the resurrection which we believe to 
have already taken place in the person of Christ; precisely 
as in 1 Cor. xv. 13, we read : ^^ If there be no resurrection 
of the dead, then is Christ not risen." St. Paul speaks in 
one place of those <^ which sleep in Jesus %" and in the 
other, of Christ having <^ become the first-firuits of them that 
slept'." We need not pursue the subject further, in order 
merely to point out coincidences : for so far does the Epistle 
to the Thessalonians agree with the First Epistle to the 
Corinthians on this topic, that we might rather fear we 
had understated the fulness of the supplement which 
1 Corinthians affords to the Epistle to the Hebrews, and 
that the doctrine of Eternal Judgment was begun to the 
Corinthians under another head, the Gospel of the Resur- 
rection. 

IV. But are we justified in saying, that the theme of the 
First Epistle to the Thessalonians is the doctrine of eternal 
judgment, rather than that of the resurrection ? Certainly 
so. For this distinction appears even in the passage already 

» 1 Thesa. iv. 1*-17. • 1 Theaa. iv. 14. f 1 Cor. xv. 20. 
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quoted from the Thessalonians. Coming to judge the 
quick and the dead, the method by which the faithful 
which remain, no less than those who sleep, shall come to 
be ever with the Lord : — this is not simply the doctrine of 
the resurrection. Are we then further justified in holding, 
that the doctrine, as thus distinguished from the other with 
which it is associated in the First Epistle to the Corinthians, 
is the only prominent point of doctrine in that to the Thessa- 
lonians ? Yes ; because the judgment-day is not introduced 
into the Epistle as a subordinate topic, second or foreign 
to the Apostle's chief purpose; for, after being struck 
with the explicit mention of it, every other part of the 
letter will appear to imply the same train of thought The 
conversion of the Thessalonians to God is particularly • 
commended as '^to wait for his Son from heaven';'* and 
the desire of the Apostle is, that they may be established 
unblamable <^ at the coming of our Lord Jesus Christ with 
all his saints *." The prominence of this subject is, in fact, 
the peculiarity of the Epistle. And a singular effect of 
this peculiarity may be remarked: for faith, hope, and 
charity are united in this Epistle, as they are in many 
others of St. Paul's; but hope is the more prominent grace 
here, because the doctrine of eternal life on which it is 
founded is here especially prominent We do not merely 
find their ^< patience of hope" in combination with their 
"work of 6dth, and labour of love*;" but also, "What is 
our hope?" says the Apostle, "Are not even ye in the 
presence of our Lord Jesus Christ at his coming*?" To 
the Corinthians it was said : " If in this life only we have 
hope in Christ, we are of all men most miserable' :" but 
it remained for the Thessalonians to be told " to sorrow 
not, as others which have no hope ^" The Thessalonians 
also are told, to take for an helmet the " hope of salvation," 

* 1 Thess. i. 10. M Thess. iii. 13. > 1 Thess. i. 3. 

» 1 Thess. ii. 19. » I Cor. xv. 19. * 1 Thess. iv. 13. 
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as becomes those who are " of the day *." There is com- 
pleteness in all this. 1 Corinthians says : ** Now abideth 
&ith, hope, charity, these three';'' faith in Hebrews, 
charity in 1 Corinthians, hope in Thessalonians. We 
have, at once, the completion of the Hebrews' abstract of 
doctrine, and of the united graces of the Corinthian list. 

Now, before pursuing this view further, it may be re- 
marked, that if there be this completeness in the combined 
structure of the Epistles, there must have been a preconcep- 
tion that the Epistles would be thus grouped together; and, 
if so, it must be incumbent upon us to borrow the pattern of 
one Epistle in order to understand the design in another. 

V. The Second Epistle to the Thessalonians confirms 
the impression that the judgment-day is the peculiar 
theme of the First, by seeking to allay apprehensions raised 
among the Thessalonians, of the near approach of the 
judgment Its own style is strongly coloured by the same 
vein of thought. They who persecute the Thessalonians 
will be punished, when the Lord ^^ shall come to be glorified 
in his saints';" and they who are thus troubled will find 
rest, ^^ when the Lord Jesus shall be revealed from heaven 
with his mighty angels'." The Apostle expresses his 
good wishes for the Church in this form : << The Lord direct 
your hearts into the love of God, and into the patient 
waiting for Christ'." Indeed, the doctrine is as singly 
prominent in the Second Epistle to the Thessalonians as 
in the First. 

VI. It is, however, observable here, that upon this peculiar 
topic of both the Epistles to the Thessalonians, the Epistle 
to the Hebrews has more marks of resemblance to both 
than either Epistle has to the other. 

The passage in the Second Epistle is : " Now we beseech 
you, brethren, by the coming of our Lord Jesus Christ, and 

3 1 TbcBs. V. 8. « Chap. xiii. 13. ^ 2 These. L 10. 

• 2 These, i. 7. ^ 2 Thess. iu. 5. 
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by our gathering together unto him (virlp — rifiUfv liri- 
(rvvayor/rig lir aifTov)^ that ye be not soon shaken (<raXei;- 
Orivai) in mind, or be troubled, neither by spirit, nor by 
word, nor by letter as from us, as that the day of Christ is 
at hand '•" To illustrate this, we have, Heb. zii. 26—29 : 
<< Whose voice then shook (IffoXcvtrc) the earth: but now 
he hath promised, saying, Yet once more I shake ((rcfoi) 
not the earth only, but also heaven. And this word. Yet 
once more, signifieth the removing of those things that are 
shaken, as of things that are made, that those things which 
cannot be shaken may remain. Wherefore we receiving 
a kingdom which cannot be moved, let us have grace, 
whereby we may serve God acceptably with reverence and 
godly fear : for our God is a consuming fire." Here then in 
Hebrews, we have an allusion to the Old Testament in which 
the word atiu) occurs, leading to the use of the inflections of 
the word <raXci;€cv, and explaining the remarkable expression 
aaXevOfivaij in 2 Thessalonians. So again, Heb. x. 25 : << Not 
forsaking the assembling of ourselves together, . • . and so 
much the more, as ye see the day approaching." This verse 
presents us with the expression rriv iTnavvaytarffiVi in a like 
connexion with that which it had above, viz., Sat^ /SXIircrc 
eyylZovaav rriv 17/Lilpav. If the Second Epistle to the Thes* 
salonians refers to any specific passs^e in the First, it is pro- 
bably to 1 Thess. iv. 13—17 ; but there again, the details of 
^< eternal judgment" come nearer to the language of the 
Epistle to the Hebrews. In 1 Thess. iv. 16, we have " with 
the voice of the archangel, and with the trump of Grod :" in 
Heb. xii. 19, ^<the sound of a trumpet, and the voice of 
words," is said respecting a subject, which in the Hebrews 
is contrasted with the final judgment and assembly to which 
Christians are upon their approach. 

VIL The same conclusion as to the degrees of resem- 

1 2 Thess. il 1, 2. 
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blance between the two Epistles to the Thessalonians and the 
Epistle to the Hebrews, upon the subject of the judgment- 
day, is deducible from the treatment in these Epistles of 
the three graces, faith, hope, charity. 

But on this point we may use the independent testimony 
of one who does not appear to contemplate the possibility 
of the early composition of the Epistle to the Hebrews. 
The following is the arg^ument of Mr. Forster in bis work 
on the Apostolic Authority of that Epistle. It is prefaced 
by the citation of tiiese three parallel passages, Heb. vi. 
9—12. 1 Thess. i. 2—6. 2 Thess. i. 3—5. 

Heb. vi. 9. imrdaiitOa 8l Trc/oi vjiifa>v, ayairr(ro\y ra 
Kpehrova icoi ix6fi;sva awrtiplac, el KaX ovtw XoXov/ucv. 

10. ov yap adiKog 6 GcoCy iwikaOiaOai rov Ipyov vfiofv 
Koi Tov KOTTOt; T^c ayoTriiC) ^C iviSel^atrOt dg to ovofia 
avToif SutKOvftaavreg toiq ayloic Kat duucovovvng* 

1 1. ^ETriOvfiovfiev £l, {icaorov vfidv ri|v aifrriv IvSetKvvaOai 
fmovSriVy TT/ooc t^v irXtipo^opiav rijc iXirfSoc axp* riXovg' 

12. Iva juiri vw9pol yivM\aOty /utftifral Sc rSiv &a irforccuc 
K(ii fAcuspoOvfulag icXiypovo/uovvrciiv roc ivayyeXlag, 

1 Thess. i. 2. Eif\apiaTovfiiv r<^ Qeif wavrors Trcpc 
vavTwv vfiSfVi fiviiav vfiiv woiovfj.evoi iirl twv vpoatvxutv 

3. ' AdtakEliTTwg fivtifiovBvovrie vfidSv tov ipyov rfjc 
irl(TT€wg, Koi TOV K<$irov Trig ayairiic^ koL Trig vnofiovriQ Trig 
iXirtSog TOV Kvptov fififav ^Iriaov Xptorov, €jU7rpoa0£V rov 
GcoS Koi wuTpog rifitSv 

4. ciSorccj aSfX^oi iiyairrifAivoi wto Gsov, Triv iKXoy^v 
vfibiv* 

5. "Or* TO sifayyiXiov rip.wv ovk eyevfiOri iig vfiag Iv \6yt^ 
fi6voVf akXa Koi iv SvvafiBi, Koi Iv irveifiaTi aylt^y koc Iv 
irXi7/oo^o(>(f TToXXp' KaOiig oiSarc oTot lycv^Oii/tiCv Iv vfuv Si 
ifiag* 

6. Kal vfjLHg lujuLVfToi rip.wv iyivridrfTB koL tov Kvptov, 
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Sc^ajucvoi rhv X6yov iv OXlypu iroXXp, fura xapag irvcv/uaroc 
aylov. 

2 Thess. i. 3. £vxa(>c(rr€?v 6^d\ofuv r<jl Getf iroi/Torf 
iTBpi vfJUjJVj oScX^ol, KaOtSg a^i6v lorevi Sri vwepav^avH ^ 
irioTig vfAwvy Koi TrXcovcf^ce i^ ayaim Ivoc licaorov iravnav 
vfXiav clc aXXi}Xovc* 

4. &OTC iv/uac avrovc ev vjucv KavyaaQai iv race eicicXfiafoic 
rov Qtovy vwip riyc viro/uovfic vfuJv Koi ircorecuc^ Iv irocri roTc 
Siwy fioig vfAWv Koi raXg OXtypBtriv ale avixBaOv 

5. SvSccYfia r^c SiKataq KptaBwg tov GcoD' cIc to icora- 
&(i>0$vot vjuac rqc jSaacXcfac t'ov Gcov, virip 4c kuI 

" Whoever," observes the author of the Horae Paulinse, 
^< writes two letters or two discourses nearly upon the same 
subject, and at no great distance of time, will find himself 
repeating some sentences in the very order of the words in 
which he has already used them; but he will more fre- 
quently find himself employing some principal terms with 
the order disturbed by the intermixture of other words and 
phrases, expressive of ideas rising up at the time, or, in 
many instances, repeating, not single words nor yet whole 
sentences, but parts and fragments of sentences. 

"Now," Mr. Forster adds, "the two Epistles to the 
Thessalonians were written exactly under the circumstances 
described in the foregoing extract; and their parallel 
passages, accordingly, may be expected to present all the 
varieties of agreement and discrepancy there so well pointed 
out. The reader has only to examine the above parallel 
passages from 1 and 2 Thessalonians, in order to see that 
they fully exemplify the soundness of Paley's reasoning. 

" But my object is, not to enter into their agreement and 
differences, but to found on them an d fortiori argument for 
the claim of St Paul to the authorship of the Epistle to 
the Hebrews. For though this Epistle was neither written 



Digiti 



zed by Google 



THESSALONIANS, CORINTHIANS, AND HEBREWS. 29 

on the same subject, nor nearly at the same time, with 
those to the Thessalonians, — in the instance before us, it 
yet presents the singular result of a closer and fuller 
agreement with both passages, from 1 and 2 Thessalonians, 
than those passages present when compared between 
themselves. 

<<In all three contexts we have the same subject, and 
this the favourite subject, of St Paul, * faith, hope, and 
charity,' treated in the same order. But the passage in the 
Hebrews comes nearer to that in 1 Thessalonians, by 
possessing, in common with it, two of St. Paul's most 
pecub'ar words, irXripot^opla and fnifiriTiig^ — and to that from 
2 Thessalonians, by possessing, in common with it, a third 
Pauline peculiarity, the words IvScckw/uc and ivduyfia. 

^^ Again, there is a much closer verbal parallelism 
throughout, between the passs^e of Hebrews and that from 

1 Thessalonians, than between the two passages of 1 and 

2 Thessalonians compared between themselves, tou tpyov 
vfAtSv (r^c irttFTiwg understood) is identical with vjucJv tov 
ipyov Trig trloTEwgy — koi row kowov t5c ayoiriiCj with koI tov 
kJitov tijc ayairrig, — and rriv irXtipot^optav t^c cXw/Soc with 
r5c wirofi€viic Trig tXvtSog (iv 7rX}|po0o/off iroXXg under- 
stood). In the parallel place of 2 Thessalonians, we find 
only TrtffTig vfiStv, ayanri—vntSv and virojucvfjc vfJuSv — the 
ipyov, K<$9roc, and ekirtg of Hebrews and 1 Thessalonians 
being here all dropped, though all clearly understood. 

** Although generally less closely parallel with both than 
the passages of Hebrews and 1 Thessalonians with each 
other, in one point, however, there is a most significant 
agreement between the place of 2 Thessalonians and that 
of Hebrews, without a parallel in the third of the Epistles 
in question. It lies in the common definition of the sense 
of ayairri in these contexts, viz., love manifested, in acts of 
benevolence. In 1 Thessalonians it is only implied in 
roi; Koirov — which is common to the Hebrews. 
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<^ The construction is of that interloped kind, so fiuniliar 
at once and so peculiar to St Paul. In 1 Thess. i. 3, we 
have three expressions, rov cpyov tijc tclurtw^, koL rov koytoi; 
rijc ayairijcj Kai rijc wro/Licvfjc i''?C cXTrfSocj answered (i, 6,) 
by three further expressions, ical iv Svva/Liet, kol Iv irveifiari 
ayli^y Kol iv irXripofj^opifg. voXXy; the connexion seriatim 
between the two sets of expressions as belonging to one 
another, can be proved from their standing in actual 
connexion in other parts of St Paul's writings; the first 
pair in the parallel passage of 2 Thessalonians, the second 
in Romans, and the third (to complete the proof of St 
Paul's hand) in the parallel place of Hebrews. 2 Thess. 
i. 11, we meet the reunited members of the first phrase, 
ipyov TrtfTTetog iv Svvafxsi ; Rom. v. 5, those of the second, 
-n ayawri tov Geov — Sea irvsifiarog ayfov; and Heb. vi. 11, 
those of the third, vpog rfiv irXripoilfoplav r^c iXirtdog o.\pi 
rlkovg. This clause from the Hebrews thus happily unites 
with that of 2 Thessalonians, to unlock and explain the 
involved structure of the third parallel passage, 1 Thess. 
i. 3—5. 

^^ Thus, in the three pard,llel passages now examined, we 
have specimens of every kind of correspondence and varia- 
tion, as to words, phrases, sentences, sentiments, and order, 
noticed by Paley as likely to arise between pieces written 
by the same author, nearly on the same subject, and nearly 
at the same time ; with this remarkable addition, that the 
passage from the Hebrews, a piece confessedly njot written 
under either of these circumstances, is much more closely 
parallel to those from the two Epistles which were so written, 
than those passages to each other. If ever there was an 
d fortiori argument, here assuredly is one for St. Paul's 
being the author of Hebrews." 

VIII. Such is the first portion of Mr. Forster's com- 
mentary on the parallel passages which combine the 
three graces, faith, hope, charity. It unites with the verbal 
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parallelism previously traced, in the notices of the approach- 
ing judgment-day, to confirm the intimate connexion of 
both Epistles to the Thessalonians with the Epistle to the 
Hebrews. It will be seen, that Mr. Forster tacitly assumes 
the interval between the Epistles to the Thessalonians and 
the Hebrews, to be that of several of the most eventful 
years of St. Paul's life. Whether we must not rather 
attribute the coincidence between the Epistles to their 
nearness of date, and to the Apostle's design, is for the 
reader to decide from Mr. Forster's own exemplification of 
Paley's argument. There certainly does seem that self- 
imitation, which Paley has supposed to prove more nearly 
contemporary writing. 

IX. The parallels occurring in relation to the two sub- 
jects, "eternal judgment," and "hope," claim first con- 
sideration, because they appear to rise directly out of the 
structure of the Episdes to the Thessalonians. If they have 
been correctly traced above, it must be a design of the 
Epistles to the Thessalonians, to complete the doctrinal and 
hortatory scheme of the First to the Corinthians, and of that 
to the Hebrews. But these are not the only places in 
which the language to the Thessalonians bears a remarkable 
resemblance to the words of the other two Epistles. Such 
resemblances are manifest, again, in the fourth cheater of 
1 Thessalonians, and the parallels belonging to it. 

In the warning against being defiled by ofiiending bre- 
thren, at Heb. xii. 16, two characters are pointed out to the 
Hebrews as especially dangerous : " Lest there be any 
fornicator, or profane person, as Esau who for one morse, 
of meat sold his birthright." Much of the First Epistle to 
the Corinthians is employed in detecting and punishing an 
individual brother guilty of the former sin : and the sin 
itself is the subject of warning to the Thessalonians, — 
" that ye should abstain from fornication *," &c. Now it is 
* 1 ThesB. iv. 3. 
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to be noticed, that to this warning is joined another charge, 
apparently referring to the other offence : " That no man 
go beyond and defraud his brother in any matter'." The 
Apostle afterwards, proceeding to dilate on "brotherly love," 
adds these characteristics ; ^* that ye study to be quiet, and 
to do your own business, and to work with your own hands, 
as we commanded you ; that ye may walk honestly towards 
them that are without, and that ye may have lack of 
nothing \" It is this same honest food-supplying labour, 
which is opposed to that fault of Esau, referred to in the 
passage last quoted from the Epistle to the Hebrews. 

X. Both sins are considered in both Epistles : not so the 
actual detection of the individual sinner ; that is the busi- 
ness of one Epistle in each case. Here then, again, is one 
of the points upon which an argument of the unity of the 
epistolary series may be founded. However the same subject 
may recur in general terms in more than one Epistle, 
personal details are reserved for one Epistle alone. The 
Epistles trench upon one another's subjects, but do not 
repeat them in the same form of language. It must there- 
fore have been intended, that each Epistle should hold a 
place in a general argument, as well as fulfil its own 
special and proper purpose. 

Thus we have seen how 1 Corinthians judges the forni- 
cator. 1 and 2 Thessalonians in like manner dispose of the 
covetous brother. And this is the case, although, for certain 
details of the offence punished in the Thessalonians, we 
ought, in all probability, to turn to the eighth and ninth 
chapters of 1 Corinthians, where its infraotion of the 
Apostolic decree is handled, and also the countenance which 
some that " eat not their own bread," borrowed from some 
of the Apostles receiving pay. The resemblance is felt 
more strongly when we come to the repetition of the 

» 1 Thess. iv. 6. * Ibid. ver. 11, 12. 
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warning in 2 Thess. iii. 6 — 15, There, as in ) Corinthians, 
the Apostle's own habit of working for his own bread is 
adduced as a counter example. But it is needless to add, 
that it is urged in different manners upon the Thessalo- 
nians, among whom he had laboured night and day that 
he might not be chargeable to any *, and upon the Co- 
rinthians, among whom he ^^ robbed other churches, taking 
wages of them *," to do the Corinthians service. 

XI. There is a similarity between the treatment of two 
such sins in conjunction, but a diversity in the mode of 
dealing with the sinner. Both the similarity and the di- 
versity indicate contemporary writing in the Epistles to 
Corinth and Thessalonica : for they afford mutual illus- 
tration without repetition. 

As in 1 Corinthians we are told that it was commonly 
reported there was fornication among the Corinthians, so 
in Thessalonians we are referred to reports of some among 
the Thessalonians ^^ working not at all ^" Measuring 
from the above-quoted expression of Heb. xii. 16, "lest 
there be any fornicator or profane person, as Esau, who for 
one morsel of meat sold his birthright," there is in the 
Epistles to the Corinthians and Thessalonians a growing 
severity, apparently of a contemporary discipline. The First 
Epistle to the Corinthians issues in an excommunication : 
so does the Second to the Thessalonians. In both cases, the 
faithful are commanded to withdraw from the brother walk- 
ing disorderly. But it is not the same thing over again. 
The treatment is different, as the occasion is different. 
There is a noticeable mitigation of the Apostolic severity 
in regard to the Thessalonian offenders : " If any man obey 
not our word by this Epistle, note that man, and have no 
company with him, that he may be ashamed ; yet count him 
not as an enemy, but admonish him as a brother'." 

« 2 Thess. iii. 8. « 2 Cor. xi. 8. 

' 2 Thess. iii. 11. » Ibid. vers. 14, 16. 

I) 
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XII. We have omitted to point out verbal parallels with 
the Epistle to the Hebrews in several of the passages 
quoted from that to the Thessalonians. But such' parallels 
are to be found in the following instances. 

It is said of those who defraud their brethren, '^ the Lord 
is the avenger of all such';" and this peculiar judgment 
upon Christians is the motive shown, in the Epistle to the 
Hebrews, to reside in the texts, ^^ Vengeance belongeth unto 
me," and, " The Lord shall judge his people **." Christians 
have to learn that the higher the grace to which they are 
admitted, the greater the condemnation for its abuse. 
Accordingly we read, 1 Thess. iv. 8> " He therefore that 
despiseth, (6 aQtrSiv) despiseth not man, but God, who 
hath also given unto us his Holy Spirit," and in Heb. x. 
28^ 29, the corroboration of the same principle, derived 
from the elder branch of the divine law, ^^ He that despised 
(ader^dac ric) Moses' law died" .... "Of how much sorer 
punishment, suppose ye, shall he be thought worthy, who" 
. . . . " hath done despite unto the Spirit of grace ?" 

XIII. Whenever, as here, quotations and references 
coincide, we might argue, that the language of the quota- 
tion could not be adopted to suit the previous reference ; 
but that the language of the reference would naturally 
follow the wording of the already used quotation. As, 
however, the text, " Vengeance is mine, 1 will recompense, 
saith the Lord," is quoted again to the Romans ^\ we cannot 
depend much on the priority which would appear on the 
side of the Hebrews, rather than on that of the Thessalo- 
nians, from the test just mentioned. The passage in the 
Epistle to the Hebrews has been called by some, who 
bold the later date of that Epistle, a reminiscence from the 
Romans; and this chiefly on account of the addition of 
the same words " saith the Lord," to the same quotation 

» 1 Thess. iv. 6. »o Heb. x. 30. " Rom. xii. 19. 
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from Deut. xxxii. 85, in both Epistles. But when there 
is an intended imitation in the second use of additional 
words, in such a case as this, we might expect that the 
import of the addition would be declared in the first use 
of it, if not in the second. The words here added seem 
intended to give strength to the declaration that vengeance 
is reserved to the Creator, as a prerogative which He does 
not permit to the creature. But this purpose of the addi- 
tional words is evinced by the context in only one of the 
Epistles, and that is the one to the Hebrews, in which 
the Divine claim to vengeance is not only declared but 
vindicated. So &r, therefore, there is some argument for 
the priority of the Epistle to the Hebrews. 

XIV. Coincidences in the expressions relative to the 
other sin, are not strong enough of themselves to warrant 
an argument; but, at the same time, they fill up the parallel 
extending throughout the 4th chapter of the First Epistle to 
the ThessaJonians with the 10th, 12th, and 13th chapters 
of the Episde to the Hebrews. 

This parallelism is seen in the following instances : — 

1 Thess. iv. 3. Heb. x. 10. 

" This is the will of God " By the which will we 

even your sanctification." are sanctified." 

1 Thess. iv. 1. Heb. xiii. 21. 

" Ye have received of us " Make you perfect in 
how ye ought to walk and every good work to do his 
to please God." will, working in you that 

which is well pleasing in his 

sight." 

Perhaps, also, there is a coincidence in a blessing of peace 
following the separation of the disorderly brother at the 
end of 2 Thessalonians, and the << looking diligentiy, lest 
any man fail," &c., of Heb. xii. 15, being preceded by, 

d2 
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^* follow peace with all men, and holiness, without which 
no man shall see the Lord \" 

XV. If the Epistles to the Thessalonians be thus con- 
nected with that to the Hebrews, and that to the Hebrews 
with that to the Corinthians, we should expect that certain 
topics of the Epistles would be peculiar to those addressed 
to the Thessalonians and Corinthians. One topic, which 
has been noticed already, belongs, I believe, exclusively to 
the group of the Epistles to these two Churches. It is 
St. Paul's unburdensomeness as an Apostle. This topic is 
pointedly referred to in 1 Thess. ii. 5 — 10, in 2 Thess. iii. 
8 — 10, in 1 Cor. iv. 12, with the entire of the 9th chapter, 
and in 2 Cor. from the 7th verse of the 11th chapter, to 
near the end of the 12th chapter. 

A second peculiar topic of these Epistles, is an obser- 
vation upon their own common character, St. Paul more than 
once adverting to the terror they were calculated to inspire : 
" Knowing therefore the terror of the Lord, we persuade 
men ' ;" and, " That I may not seem as if I would terrify 
you by letters '." The point in the last text is, that he will 
not boast of his authority, given for edification, not destruc- 
tion. An apparently different cause is assigned in 2 Thess. 
ii. 2, ^^ Be not soon shaken in mind, nor be troubled, 
neither by spirit, nor by word, nor by letter as from us, 
as that the day of Christ is at hand." But are not the two 
causes in some degree connected ? In the Second Epistle 
to the Thessalonians, the Apostle has occasion to separate 
them from a disorderly brother : " And if any man obey not 
our word, by this epistle, note that man, and have no 
company with him, that he may be ashamed *." Here was 
a measure of discipline, causing terror, like that act in 
1 Corinthians, in which the Apostle has united the two 
ideas of Christian discipline, and of the " day of the Lord." 

» Heb. xii. 14. » 2 Cor. v. 11. 

3 Ibid. X. 9. * 2 Thess. iii. 14. 
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The closing words of 1 Cor. av&Qtfia napavaBa^ are sup- 
posed to be a form of excommunication rendered the more 
solemn by a reference to the coming of the Lord. And 
from the turn which such passages as relate to discipline 
invariably take, towards the final judgment, it may be 
questioned whether any judgment on a Christian offender, 
failed to convey the impression of that day ; whether any 
separation between the evil and the good was without some 
reference to that reserved for the angels to make at the end 
of the world. 

XVI. The result, therefore, of the comparison of the 
common topics, which have grouped together the Epistles 
to the Hebrews and Thessalonians, bears out the connex* 
ion between the Hebrews and 1 Corinthians. We have 
found the subject of "eternal judgment" individually pro- 
minent in the Epistles to the Thessalonians ; and this alone 
was wanting to complete the Corinthian discussions upon 
the Hebrews' list of elementary doctrines. We have found 
an Epistle in which there is a motive for the prominence also 
of the third Christian grace, and in which the three graces 
are combined in a manner most nearly allied to the Hebrews' 
description. In this Epistle we discover, also, the local 
topic uniting the same two vices which we found united 
in the two previous Epistles. If all these Epistles were 
connected by one diocesan superintendence, and instigated 
by the same need of ecclesiastical censure, they could not 
be more alike in tone of feeling; but they require each 
other's fulness to bring out the true sense of their whole 
common plan. They must be read as a whole, if their plan 
and purpose are to be clearly conceived; and after the 
first hesitation is removed by the discovery of that plan, 
the order of reading them is confirmed by many passages 
appearing conformable with it, which before seemed as if 
interpolated in their own Epistle* 
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The logical sequence of the language is all that has been 
urged in the foregoing comparison of the Epistle to the 
Hebrews with those to the Thessalonians ; and it is such as 
would suggest, especially when its relation to the Corinthian 
Episde is considered, that the Epistle to the Hebrews was 
written first. The connexion of the Epistles, in their lan- 
guage, may not be sufficient to prove that the Epistle to 
the Hebrews had been delivered to the Church of the 
Thessalonians, before the First Epistle especially addressed 
to them ; yet it is sufficient to justify an assumption of such 
a previous delivery, or that St. Paul thought it possible 
that the Thessalonian Church was in possession of his Epis- 
tle to the Hebrews, or, at least, that this Epistle was so &r 
public that it might be referred to as St Paul's. None of 
these assumptions is improbable, if we have reason to 
beUeve that the Epistle to the Hebrews was written first ; 
and none of them requires us to go into the historical tests 
of the actual delivery of that letter, which are better re- 
served till the whole argument, from the general composi- 
tion and mutual bearings of the Epistles, is drawn out, and 
its intrinsic weight appreciated. But any one of these 
assumptions is condstent with, and in some measure ex- 
planatory of, two remarkable passages in the Epistles to the 
Thessalonians. 

The First Epistle to the Thessalonians proves them to 
have been aware of the sudden approach of the day of 
the Lord, before that Epistle was written to them. Thus, 
^< But of the times and the seasons, brethren, ye have no 
need that I write unto you. For yourselves know perfectly 
that the day of the Lord so cometh as a thief in the night *." 
The Second Epistle to the Thessalonians proves that they 
had overlooked the fact that there must be a &lling away 
first : '^ Let no man deceive you by any means, for that 

» I These, v. 1, 2. 
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day shall not come, except there come a falling away first ^." 
Now both these facts — the sudden coming, and the previ- 
ous falling away, — may be learnt from the Epistle to the 
Hebrews. 

XVII. Moreover, the assumption that the Thessalonians 
were in any way acquainted with the Epistle to the He- 
brews as St Paul's, would greatly help to explain a 
passage in 2 Thessalonians, which has been quoted against 
the belief in the Pauline origin of the Epistle. The pas- 
sage is, ^^The salutation of Paul with mine own hand, 
which is the token in every epistle : so I write '." It has 
been said, that " it is a auspicious circumstance, and against 
the opinion, that St. Paul wrote the Epistle to the Hebrews, 
that he has not subscribed his name; since he says in 
2 Thess. iii. 17, that it was his practice to do this^ in order 
to show that letters purporting to be his, might thus cer- 
tainly be known to be genuine '." However this diiSculty 
may be waived by those supporters of the Pauline origin of 
the Episde to the Hebrews, who hold its later composition, 
the hypothesis of the later date of that Epistle leaves two 
doubts remaining. Accordingly, in form more or less like 
the above objection, these doubts have been continually 
revived from age to age. 

If the motive for adding henceforward a signature be that 
' suggested by 2 Thess. ii. 1, 2 : " We beseech you, brethren, 
. . . that ye be not soon shaken in mind, or be troubled, 
neither by spirit, nor by word, nor by letter as from us, as 
that the day of Christ is at hand," we must assume, either 
the existence of an unsigned fabrication to the Thessalonians, 
or, else, what so often occurred in St. Paul's correspon- 
dence, the wrested sense of a true Epistle. Now, as we 
have seen, there is full reason to suppose, that the Thes- 
salonians were already aware that " the day of the Lord 

« 2 Thess. ii. 3. ^ Ibid. iii. 17- 

« Bertholdt, quoted by Professor M. Stuart, Prolegomena to the Hebrews. 



Digiti 



zed by Google 



40 ON THE RELATION BETWEEN THE THE88ALONIAN8, &C. 

Cometh," before they received the first of their two Epis- 
tles '. That Epistle, therefore, could not have been thus 
wrested to a wrong sense : so that on the hypothesis of the 
late date of the Epistle to the Hebrews, the existence of an 
unsigned counterfeit, prior to the First Epistle to the Thes- 
salonians, has to be relied on, as sole motive for the future 
signature. This is, however, at the best, a very doubtful sup- 
position. And then, further, to maintain both the Pauline 
origin, and the late date, of the Epistle to the Hebrews, it 
is necessary to discover, in the case of the Hebrews, a 
motive adequate to explain the departure of the writer 
from his established practice of attesting his writings, and 
proportional to the strength of that habit. Such a motive 
is very difficult to find or to imagine. 

On the other hand, if the Epistle to the Hebrews were 
first written, and were known to the Thessalonians as St. 
Paul's, there was no breaking of a rule in the omission of 
a signature ; for the rule was laid down after the unsigned 
Epistle to the Hebrews was written. If the motive to this 
rule were the fear of counterfeit letters, some letter which 
had preceded the declaration of the rule, and had, or had 
not been imitated, must or may have been unsigned. In 
either ease, therefore, if the security was, in future, to be 
a signature, or an autograph salutation, the unsigned Epis- 
tle to the Hebrews may have been the Thessalonians' ex- 
perience of St. Paul's earliest and more easily imitated style 
of correspondence : if a signature would, in future, leave 
them without the least excuse for wresting his Epistles from 
their common spirit, the Epistle to the Hebrews had alone 
been open to such abuse. 

• 1 Thess. V. 1, 2. 
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CHAPTER III. 

ON THE RELATION BETWEEN THE SECOND EPISTLE TO THE 
CORINTHIANS AND THE EPISTLE TO THE HEBREWS. 

I. In the Second Epistle to the Corinthians, before ad* 
dressing the readers themselves, St. Paul blesses the " God 
of all comfort " (Gcoc Trdaijc TrapafcX^crccuc)? and repeats the 
word 7ra/oaicXf|(r£C9 comfort^ six times, and one part or another 
of the corresponding verb four times, within five verses of 
the first chapter. In other passages of the same Epistle, 
he has no less strikingly reiterated the same words with the 
same meaning of comforting. In places also where the 
English translation speaks of " exhorting " or " beseeching," 
the original employs the same word as it does for ^< com- 
forting" or "consoling;" and the usage in this sense is 
almost equally frequent. A noticeable peculiarity belongs, 
therefore, in this Epistle, to this single expression, the use 
of which seems here to reach a climax of frequency. We 
might bring the same expression, elsewhere used, into 
comparison with this frequent repetition of it in 2 Corin* 
thians, and might find that the senses put upon it in other 
Epistles, would be limited or modified by the determinate 
and peculiar meaning which it possesses in this place. 

II. But something more to the purpose of settling the 
order of St. Paul's Epistles results from the development 
of his usage of this word. Not only are the two senses of 
the word in 2 Corinthians united with one another by the 
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topics of that Epistle, and by the parallel passages of 1 Corin- 
thians and Hebrews, but if the Apostolic decree (which 
first yielded this paraclesis^ or was the first instance of this 
paracusis) can be connected with the Epistles, it is at this 
word that we find the connexion most intimate. To de- 
velop the usage of this word is, however, the work of a 
chapter rather than of a paragraph. And, as the arguments 
derived from the facts might be overlooked, to preserve a 
continuity in the statements, the following summary is given 
of the points intended to be established in the present 
chapter : 

1 . That the frequent use of the word paraclesis gives a 
special character to 2 Corinthians, (par. III.) 

2. That in the use of the word as meaning " comfort," 
the writer must also have had regard to its frequent former 
use for "exhortation." (IV.) 

3. That its use as the "word of exhortation," would 
generally imply an early period, because (a) it was a term 
of Jewish import and use ; (b) it was a term applied to the 
Apostolic decree; (c) the office of the paraclesis was a 
definite one, in which duties connected with the earliest acts 
in the Christian Churchbear a part. (V.) 

4. That its use in the Epistle to the Hebrews is a pro- 
bable instance of early use, and points to the practical 
warnings of thaj; Epistle, as the beginning of the eccle- 
siastical discipline carried on in the Epistles to Corinth and 
Thessalonica. ( VI X. ) 

5. That this probability coincides with the probability 
that the Epistle to the Hebrews was connected with the 
decree of Jerusalem, either in its bearer, its topics, or, at 
least, its date. ( X.— XII. ) 

6. That the history of the first, second, and third " times " 
on which St. Paul intended revisiting Corinth, is thus 
synchronized with his first, second, and third letters to that 
Church. (XIII. compared with VIII., IX., X.) 
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7. And his intentions of revisiting the Thessalonians are 
brought into like harmony with the existing Epistles to 
them and to the Corinthians. (XIV., XV. with VIII., 
IX., X.) 

III. In proof that the frequent use of the word wapa" 
kXi}<7cc gives a special character to the Second Epistle to the 
Corinthians, the frequency of the use of the noun and verb, 
whether in the sense of comforting or in that of exhorting, 
has already been noticed. To the frequent use must be added 
(if one may so speak) a certain playing with these words, 
as though they formed a property of the argument of the 
letter. St Paul had been consoled; the Corinthians must 
share his consolation. Such is the communication of the 
Apostle's first chapter. They had been comforted; St Paul 
had shared their comfort This is the reciprocal paradesis 
of the seventh chapter. A messenger, Titus, had passed 
between the parties; he must be comforted by them, and 
he must also be recipient of the Apostle's paraclesis. He 
must communicate comfort in them to the Apostle, and 
effect a paraclesis from the Apostle to them. These varia- 
tions belong to and distinguish the very substance of the 
Epistle, although they are variations upon only a single 
word. And they are evident to any one who will turn 
to a Greek concordance for the words irapaKXtitrig and 
Tra/ooKoXcii/, as they are used in this Epistie. 

IV. But (t2), in this use of the word as meaning comfort^ 
the writer must also have had regard to its frequent former 
use for exkortation. 

The Second Epistle to the Corinthians strives to connect 
these two meanings in a striking manner, as is made ap- 
parent by the English version compared with the original. 
For when St Paul wants the Corinthians "to comfort" a 
certain person, the same word is used, as when, in the next 
verse, he beseeches them so to do. This word is TrapcucaXeiv *. 
» 2 Cor. ii. 7, 8. 
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Titus, who was the instrument of so much reciprocal comfort, 
who " accepted the exhortation " {irapaKkrimv) \ the Apostle 
takes care to tell us, he himself " desired " (TrapcicaXcao) *, 
"desired" (etc to irapaKoXhai), that as he had begun, 
so he would also finish .... the same grace also *." He 
who in one place is the God of all comfort, "who oomforteth 
us" (6 TTa/oaKoXbiv) S is in another place represented as 
"beseeching us'." And the Churches and the Apostle 
interchange the same acts, each now comforting, now " en- 
treating " the other ^ 

I'he play upon the word, if we can find no better term 
to express such a harmony of its senses, obliges us to look 
elsewhere for information respecting its first use. What 
is this word of exhortation ? what is this consolation or para- 
clesis ? 

V. (3) Besides the obvious fact relative to the two meanings ' 
of the word paraclesis, that the use of the word in the sense 
of exhortation^ must precede its use in the sense of comfort, 
when spoken of the same event (as we may suppose the 
case with the usage in the Epistles to Corinth), it may be 
shown that the use of the word paraclesis in the sense of 
exhortation, would imply generally an early period, because 
it was a term of Jewish import and use ; it was a term 
peculiarly applicable to the Apostolic decree; and the 
office of the paraclesis was a definite one, and defined by 
early causes and needs. 

(a) The " word of exhortation" is an expression used 
respecting a sacred discourse in Jewish, as afterwards in 
Christian, assemblies. In this sense we find \6yog Trapa- 
«cX?i<7ea>c in use before the Jewish economy owned symp- 
toms of decay. The rulers of the synagogue at Antioch 
in Pisidia, after the reading of the law and the prophets, 
sought of St. Paul and his company " the word of exhorta- 

^ 2 Cor. viii. 17. ' lb. xii. 18. * lb. viii. 6. 

* lb. i. 4. « lb. V. 20. 7 lb. viii. 4. 
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tion;" H ?<rr£ X070C iv vfuv TrapaicX^acciic ^ Precisely in 
the same manner may we conceive the word of exhortation 
to have been kept up among Christians. Thus, one loss, 
consequent on Christians forsaking the assembling of them- 
selves together, is pointed out, in the Epistle to the Hebrews, 
to be their no longer "exhorting one another'.*' And 
while the example just given, of the Jewish import of the 
words Xoyoc 7rapaicXi}<T£ci>c, sufficiently proves that these 
exhortations were derived from the old Scriptures, the 
same impression is conveyed by the words, "comfort of 
the Scriptures '," used in an Epistle to a Christian Church. 
(b) The "word of exhortation" is, however, connected 
with one early event in the most pointed manner. This 
is the Apostolic decree; the method and the consequence 
of communicating which are given as follows in Acts xv. 
52—34 : " Then pleased it the apostles and elders with the 
whole Church to send chosen men of their own company 
to Antioch with Paul and Barnabas ; namely Judas, sur- 
named Barsabas, and Silas, chief men among the brethren, 
and they wrote letters by them after this manner: — The 
apostles and elders and brethren send greeting unto the 
brethren which are of the Gentiles in Antioch and Syria 
and Cilicia .... We have sent therefore Judas and Silas, 
who shall also tell you the same things by mouth • ... So 
when they were dismissed (aTroXvOevTig)^ they came to An- 
tioch : and when they had gathered the multitude together, 
they delivered the Epistle : which when they had read, they 
rejoiced for the consolation (irapaKkriaei). And Judas and 
Silas, being prophets also themselves, exhorted the brethren 
with many words {Sia \6yov ttoXXov TropcKaXecrav touc oSeX- 
^oi^c)) stnd confirmed them ; and after they had tarried there 
a space, they were let go (aTreXvOriaav) in peace from the 
brethren unto the Apostles. Notwithstanding it pleased 

« Acts xiii. 15. '• Heb. x. 26. * Rom. xv. 4. 
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Silas to abide tbere still;" and he afterwards went with 
St Paul, delivering to other cities the same decree. The 
conclusion we draw from the passage just quoted, is, that 
^'the word of exhortation" had temporarily some special 
relation to the Apostolic decree. Either the decree was 
itself that paraclesiSi the reading of which rejoiced the 
assembly at Antioch, or it was the cause of that consolation^ 
which ensued upon the prophets exhorting the same things 
by mouth. The meaning of the word paraclesis in relation 
to the Apostolic decree is probably that which would 
always be most regarded in its use, especially in the earlier 
times of the Christian Church. Where then we find " the 
word of exhortation" spoken of, we have additional cause 
to consider it implies an early period, if there be any thing 
to connect it with this, its temporary definition. 

(c) If, however, we be content with the less definite 
sense, still, we must view the duties of paraclesis as distinct 
and real, at that early period, as ever was reading in the 
Church or teaching. They are so represented in Rom. 
xii. 6 — 8; 1 Tim. iv. 13. They are the subject of regu- 
lation by St. Paul, in the fourteenth chapter of 1 Cor. 
He there shows how the duty of exhortation may be per- 
formed by the prophets in turn*. The Apostie's letters 
were the staple of his messengers' exhortations to the 
Churches, and his topics were tiiemes for their own prophets 
to enlarge upon* For instance, the approach of the Judg- 
ment Day was a topic on which the Thessalonians were 
to comfort or exhort one another with the Apostie's words, 
as well as with their own ^ But it was rather the practical 
parts of his letters which were to be thus enforced by his 
messengers. It does not seem matter of doubt that the 
Aposde's letters were, as to their destination, like his mes- 
sengers. Botii letters and messengers promised to more 

2 1 Cor, xir. 3. 31. » \ Thess. iv. 18 ; v. 11. 
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than one Church, if they were not invariably the means of 
announcing, the course of his personal visitation. The 
movements of one of these messengers are especially mixed 
up with the course of the letters now under comparison. 
It is Timothy whom the Apostle substitutes for himself in 
I Cor. iv. 17, and sends to bring the Corinthians into re- 
membrance how he teaches " every where, in every church." 
But Timothy is exchanged for Titus in 2 Corinthians. 
The latter seems there to engross the definite duties con- 
necting the messenger to this Church, with the letters from 
the Apostle. Hence, one use of the word 7rapaicAi}<7cc in 
the Second Epistle to the Corinthians deserves especial 
notice. Having said in 2 Cor. viii. 6, " Insomuch that we 
desired Titus (eIc to wapaKaXhai), that as he had begun, so 
he would also finish in you the same grace also," St. Paul 
adds of Titus: "For indeed he accepted the exhortatwn 
{&Ti rrjv fiev Trapaickrimv idlKaro) : but being more forward, 
of his own accord he went unto you*." There was there- 
fore a delay avoided by Titus not waiting for "the ex- 
hortation." The collection for the saints at Jerusalem is 
mixed up with the admission of the Gentiles, in Gal. ii. 10, 
and Rom. xv. 26, 27; and circumstances attendant upon 
this collection are noticed in the immediate context of the 
above account of Titus in 2 Corinthian!^. This collection 
might therefore accompany the decree, and form part of the 
TTa/oaicXiienc which Titus accepted. In any case, of this there 
can be no doubt, that they were not merely indefinite 
hortatory duties attached to the office, which Timothy and 
Titus held in relation to the Corinthians. Those duties, so 
far as we can see into their temporary definition, had rer 
lation to some "word of exhortation ;" and thus the word 
of exhortation to the Hebrews is brought into probable 
connexion with the earlier part of the Apostolic history, 

* 2 Cor. viii. 17. 
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with consequences immediately following the decree of 
Jerusalem, and with events preceding the collection for the 
saints. 

VI. Let us now combine the various points which we 
have been considering, in order to limit and define the 
Apostle's meaning in this word paraclesis, before proceeding 
to compare it with his meaning in the Epistle to the 
Hebrews, as we proposed to do in the fourth place. We 
have points of comfort or exhortation suggested in the 
Apostle's Epistles, to be carried out practically by his 
messengers and the residents in authority, and to be en- 
larged upon in the congregation from the hints given in 
the Epistles or in the Old Testament. But to judge of the 
design of the Epistle to the Hebrews, from what appears to 
be its own description of itself, we should know what is 
meant by " the word of exhortation " (rou \6yov Trjg Tropa- 
kX^ctccoc)- The expression is used in Heb. xiii. 22: **I 
beseech you (TrapaKaXcJ), brethren, suffer the word of ex- 
hortation : for I have written a letter unto you in few words." 
Now, observe that, in every other of his Epistles ', the one 
desired reformation, the wishes uppermost in the Apostle's 
writing, all follow an "I beseech you" {irapaKaXtj). An 
apology therefore for " the word of exhortation " would be 
indicative of a first letter ; a first to the parties addressed, 
if not prefatory to a series of letters, in each of which the 
principal heads of their mutual exhortation were to be 
suggested. 

But how does the account of these exhortations being 
derived from the Old Testament and Epistles agree with 
the character of the Epistle to the Hebrews? In Heb. 
iii. 13, in the midst of quotations' from the Old Testament, 
we have : " Exhort {irapaKaXure) one another daily, while 
it is called To day;" and in Heb. xii. 5: "Ye have for- 

* 1 Cor. i, 10 ; iv. 16 ; xvi. 16. 2 Cor. ii. 8 ; x. 1, 2. 2 These, iii. 12, &c. 
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gotten the exhortation (wapaKXriffiiag) which speaketh unto 
you as unto children ;" which sentence is followed by the 
quotation from Proverbs iii. 11: ^^ My son, despise not 
thou the chastening of the Lord ; nor faint when thou art 
rebuked of him," Surely these two uses of the words 
TTopaicaXecrc and TrapoKA^aeciic? so thoroughly confirm the 
sense we have elsewhere obtained, that we may take St. 
Paul's request " suffer the word of exhortation," to be a 
call for attention to the practical portion of his letter, and 
especially to the carrying out the particular paraclesis he has 
urged from the Scripture therein quoted. His whole Epistle 
cannot well be called short ; but it was in short passages or 
^' in few words %" that he had addressed them to that prac- 
tical effect. 

VII. This brings us to the hortatory parts of the Epistle 
to the Hebrews, with the strongest impression that their 
peculiarity is to characterize that Epistle. Now we find 
they were to exhort one another daily against sin, fearing 
lest it should result in an evil heart of unbelief or apostasy ^ 
We find that the exhortation, which they had forgotten, related 
to the chastening of the Lord, and they are exhorted not 
to faint when rebuked of Him'. The Epistle contains, 
besides, a warning against the defilement to be expected 
from retaining in the Church any fornicator or profane 
person. These points give the Epistle the characters of a 
letter threatening discipline, and of a first exhortation to avoid 
its terrors. It is in fisivour of this view that no fornicator is as 
yet named, no pro&neness is particularized. The first and 
second admonitions were to be secret, with a view to induce the 
offender to condemn himself. Such is the process of eccle- 
siastical discipline derived from the Lord himself. '' If thy 
brother shall trespass against thee, go and tell him his fault 
between thee and him alone: if he shall hear thee, thou 
hast gained thy brother. But if he will not hear thee, then 

• Heb. xiii. 22. ' lb. iii. 13 ; vi. 4—8. • lb. xii. 6, 

E 
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take with thee one or two more, that in the mouth of two or 
three witnesses every word may be established. And if he 
shall neglect to hear them, tell it unto the church : but if 
he neglect to hear the church, let him be unto thee as an 
heathen man and a publican'." The exhortation to the 
Hebrews ndght well be the first stage in such a process, 
allowing for the different treatment of an individual offender, 
and of a more numerous lapse. 

The encyclical and general character which the Epistle 
preserves, in spite of certain apparently local allusions, is also 
corroborative of its being intended to convict apostasy, wher- 
ever it might lurk in any part of the whole Church. But, 
indeed, even here, the exhortation hints at the second stage 
of the discipline ordained by Christ, calling on the obstinate 
and apostate to see the awful analogy : ^^ He that despised 
Moses' law died without mercy under two or three witnesses : 
of how much sorer punishment, suppose ye, shall he be 
tliought worthy, who .... hath done despite unto the spirit 
of grace * ?" This passage occurs after an " exhorting one 
another;" and we have seen that the exhortation derived 
out of the Old Testament also included the idea of disci- 
pline; "For whom the Lord loveth he chasteneth, and 
scourgeth every son whom he receiveth *." This progress, 
from exhortation to chastening, is in accordance with what 
after-ages had received as the degrees of preceptive discipline, 
the steps in the treatment of offending Christians. Ter- 
tullian names three: 1st, exhortations; 2nd, chastisements; 
and then, 3rd, censure '. Clement of Alexandria makes the 
whole course of Christian education follow this order : 1st, 
conversion ; 2nd, paedagogy ; 3rd, teaching *. Here there is 
corroboration of the chastening, waidda^ in Heb. xii. 5 — 11, 
having a real and positive reference to Church discipline. 

» Matt, xviii. 15—17. ' Heb. x. 28, 29. 

• Heb. xii. 6, quoting probably Prov. iii. 12. 

* Apologeticus, § 39. * Psedagogus, cap. i. 
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And with that point admitted, the Epistle to the Hebrews 
is no longer separable from those which completed that dis- 
cipline by the correction and restoration of the same offender. 

VIII. The First Epistle to the Corinthians does actually 
punish one offending brother; requiring them to "put away 
from among themselves that wicked person *." But many 
more are threatened with corrective discipline. Their 
countenancing tliis last offender is told to the whole Church. 
They are not yet put to shame, but they are warned. 
Timothy is sent as though to be the Apostle's witness. The 
Apostle is coming on Timothy's return to him. It is the 
second time he has had the intention of revisiting Corinth. 
Shall he come with the rod of discipline or in the spirit of 
meekness *? There is, in the inquiry, the step from the 
second to the third alternative of correction. 

IX. Observe then the Apostle, in his Second Epistle 
to the Corinthians, declaring, " the third time I am ready to 
come to you^'" excusing himself for not coming on the 
two former occasions; when, instead, he desired Titus (Trapc- 
KaX£<7a), and with him "sent a brother";" explaining, as it 
would seem, his first % his second *, and his third * letters as 
foretastes of discipline, the deferring of that last time of 
coming, when the Apostle himself must proceed to punish. 
" This is the third time I am coming to you. In the mouth 
of two or three witnesses shall every word be established. 
I told you before, and foretell you, as if I were present, 
the second time ; and being absent now I write unto them 
which heretofore have sinned, and to all other, that, if I 
come again (lav eXOoi tig to TraXiv), I will not spare'." 

The " third time of coming:" — for once, when the Epistle 
to the Hebrews was sent, he expected to come after 
Timothy's return to him ; again, after the First Epistle to 

* 1 Cor. V. 13. • Compare 1 Cot. iv. 14—21 with 1 Cor. xvi. 6—11. 

y 2 Cor. xii. 14. • lb. xii. 18. • lb. i. 13—19. , 

» lb. ii. 3—9. » lb. xiiL 1. » lb. xiii. 1,2. 

£ 2 
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the Corinthians was sent, he hoped to see them on Timothy's 
return, but by a different route ; and once more, " the third 
time," after Titus had returned to him from Corinth, with 
news of his having effected that paraclesis which Timothy 
was to have performed. The first time, when he was to 
pass by them into Macedonia ; the second time when he was 
to pass through Macedonia to them ; and the third time when 
he did pass through Macedonia. 

How fully then is the change of sense of this word irapa- 
KoXtJv, from that of exhorting to that of comforting, ac- 
counted for, when we find it in this latter sense character- 
izing the Second Epistle to the Corinthians ! — " When we 
were come into Macedonia, our flesh had no rest, but we 
were troubled on every side ; without were fightings, within 
were fears. Nevertheless God, that comforteth {irapaKaXdiv) 
those that are cast down, comforted us {irap^KaXeffev) by the 
coming of Titus ; and not by his coming only, but by the 
consolation (wapoKXritTfi) wherewith he was comforted {wape- 
icX^0fl) in you, when he told us your earnest desire, your 
mourning, your fervent mind towards me ; so that I rejoiced 
the more *." 

X. The plain history of the meaning of paraclesis^ in St. 
Paul's writings, is the evident sequence of its sense of comfort 
to the prior sense of exhortation, the last sense being shadowed 
forth' in the first mention of the word in Hebrews, and the 
first sense not forgotten in the latest passages of the Corin- 
thians. The hints respecting the three missives to Corinth 
may be somewhat less certain, but yet the words which 
follow the last quotation from 2 Corinthians chap, vii., admit 
of our supposing a distinction between the letter (in ver. 8), 
by which they were made sorry, but which is not said to 
have been a letter to them alone; and the "wherefore, 
though I wrote unto you," in verse 12, in which they are 
not only the persons addressed, but an individual wrong is 

* Chap. vii. 6—7. 
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referred to, like the crime punished in 1 Corinthians. By 
the first, the whole Church was moved to clear itself from 
blame; while of the second, the Apostle says that their 
clearing of themselves rendered it of no further necessity 
than that his "care" of their Church "might appear." 
Whether there be this distinction or not between these two 
passages, the result of the Apostle's communications to 
Corinth is, undoubtedly, that an interchange of comfort 
characterizes the last letter ; here, in the seventh chapter as 
in the first, in the blessing at the commencement, and now 
in the excuses for not coming but writing. " Therefore," 
says the Apostle a second time, " we were comforted in your 
comfort (Sia tovto vapaKiKXtifisOa ivrt rg irapaKXritrei ifitov) : 
yea, and exceedingly the more joyed we for the joy of 
Titus, because his spirit was refreshed by you all *." 

XI. The cases of discipline at Corinth and at Thessa- 
lonica may be said to exemplify the Apostolic decree, if 
not to arise out of its express injunctions. This has been 
already suggested in the eighteenth paragraph of the first 
chapter, and in the ninth and tenth paragraphs of the 
second chapter. But, now, we see a reason for keeping 
constantly in view that the Apostle's discipline, as well as 
the topics of the last chapter to the Hebrews, touched the 
positive precepts of this decree, and must be dated from a 
period in which it was thus written : " It seemed good to 
the Holy Ghost and to us, to lay upon you no greater 
burden than these necessary things ; that ye abstain from 
meats offered to idols, and from blood, and from things 
strangled, and from fornication: from which if ye keep 
yourselves ye shall do well *•" 

XII. The sense of the paraclesis which refers the word 
to the Apostolic decree and collection, is also connected 
with the above sense referring it to a case of discipline at 
Corinth, by the fact that the delivery of the decree, and 

* 2 Cor. vii. 13. • Acts xv. 28, 29. 
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the collection for the saints, were duties belonging to the 
same Apostolic messengers who were employed in bringing 
the Corinthians to repentance. *^ We desired Titos, that 
as he had beg^on, so he would also finish in you, the same 
grace also*." And how was Timothy employed? If we 
permit ourselves to draw a parallel between the first deli- 
very of the decree at Antioch, as described in the Acts, 
and the Xoyoc w-apojcX^acoic, which we find in the Epistle 
to the Hebrews, we may suppose that in the Epistle, as in 
the Acts, the TrapaKXtitrig has reference to the Apostolic 
decree ; we may suppose the Epistle to the Hebrews plead- 
ing for the acceptance or sufferance of that decree, under its 
original or proper designation of a paraclesisj and St Paul 
making a personal request to that effect, the chief object of 
his haying <* written a letter in few words"" unto these 
persons. And if this may be supposed, we may further 
give to the word aTroXcXv/iEi/ov used in Heb. xiii. 23, re- 
specting Timothy, the same sense as awoXvOivTBc h^ P^^ 
served in Acts xv. 30, and may consider him, like the 
brethren in the Acts, as dismissed on an Apostolic mission, 
and as bearing with him the Apostolical decree, or ^< word 
of exhortation," rov \6yov rrjg irapaKXriaewg- The first duty 
which Timothy had to perform for the Church was this 
very one. Of him, in company with St. Paul and Silas, 
we read, ^^as they went through the cities, they delivered 
them the decrees for to keep, that were ordained of the 
apostles and elders which were at Jerusalem •." The 
course of Apostolic visitation here mentioned was before 
St Paul had set foot in Europe; but the precedent, which 
is all we want to call attention to, proves the delivery of 
the decree (or decrees^ for the plural is the more remark- 
able,) on a second visit to Churches in Asia Minor, that had 
known St Paul before. To a continuance of such a 
systematic progress, Timothy preceding the Apostle, we 

' 8 Cor. viii. 6. • Heb. xiii. 22. » Acts xrl 4. 
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may attribute the request of St. Paul, that the receivers of 
the Epistle to the Hebrews would recognize Timothy 
(yivdaKert) till they should see himself*. And thus it 
may be supposed, that to Churches interested in St. Paul's 
restoration to them, whither Timothy was on a first, and 
St Paul on a second visit, and where the word of exhor- 
tation or Apostolic decree needed support, the Epistle to 
the Hebrews, of which Timothy was the bearer, was the 
companion of that word, the immediate successor or ex- 
ponent of that decree. 

XIII. Of course we are allowed greater latitude, if we 
should be mistaken in the very definite meaning which we 
have here attached to one particular passage of the Epistle to 
the Hebrews, " I beseech you, brethren, suffer the word of 
exhortation: for I have written a letter unto you in few 
words. Know ye that our brother Timothy is set at liberty ; 
with whom, if he come shortly, I will see you *." We are not 
tied to the above suggested sense of yivdxncere tov aSeX^oi; 
TifioOiov aTToXeXvjLili/ov. The visit might not be in Timothy's 
novitiate. Timothy's movements might be indicated by 
the Epistle, without his being himself the bearer of it. 
But, with these lesser points undetermined, there is great 
probability of the Apostle thus pleading, by his own per- 
sonal address, for their sufferance of the exhortations of their 
own prophets or of the Apostolic messengers. There is 
much to the same effect in the introduction of Timothy at 
1 Cor. xvi. 10, 11. " Now if Timotheus come, see that he 
may be with you without fear: for he worketh the work 
of the Lord, as I also do. Let no man therefore despise 
him : but conduct him forth in peace, that he may come 
unto me : for I look for him with the brethren." 

XIV. It is the more necessary to say this, because, in 
the absence of any act, the mention of which would certainly 
prove Timothy to have been to Corinth when thus promised 

> Heb. xiii. 22, 23. * IWd. 
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by the Apostle, there is a probability that he was otherwise 
employed. There are the two letters to the Thessalonians, 
to prove him to have gone to Thessalonica first of all the 
European countries he revisited. " We would have come 
unto you, even I Paul, once and again ; but Satan hindered 
us *." " Wherefore when we could no longer forbear, we 
thought it good to be left at Athens alone; And sent 
Timotheus our brother, ... to comfort you {TrapaKoXhai) 
concerning your faith*." The return of Timothy to St. 
Paul is attended with the same reciprocity of comfort which 
followed the return of Titus, " Therefore, brethren, we 
were comforted over you in all our affliction and distress 
by your faith *." Still the return of Timothy is followed 
by an exhortation to avoid fornication and defrauding of 
one another "as we also have forewarned you and testi- 
fied •." These last quoted words, are, it will be remarked, 
in the First Epistle to the Thessalonians. And yet this 
Epistle is followed by a second to tell them to withdraw 
from every brother that walketh disorderly : " And if any 
man obey not our word by this epistle, note that man, 
and havC^no company with him, that he may be ashamed. 
Yet count him not as an enemy, but admonish him as a 
brother^." Here then also, as in Corinth, the first and 
second admonitions were given before the reluctant Apostle 
directed his way to the spot where the disease was pointed 
out. 

XV. Such is the singular feature of the double case of 
Church discipline, at one time occupying the Apostle. It 
produces coincidentally double missives to two Churches. 
It appears to unite double resolutions of coming and not 
coming into the same part of his diocese. It annexes to the 
Epistle to the Hebrews double series of developments upon 
two points of practice. There is a regularity about this two- 

» 1 Thess. ii. 18. * Ibid. iu. 1,2. » Ibid. ver. 7- 

• Ibid. iv. 6. ' 2 Thess. iii. 14, 16. 
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fold development, which shows the Epistles hitherto ex- 
amined to be most nearly contemporary. 

But it may be asked, Which then are the first, the two 
to the Thessalonians, or the two Epistles to Corinth ? 
Probably the two Thessalonian Epistles in date succeed 
the first Epistle to the Corinthians, and precede the second 
Epistle to the Corinthians. On the one hand, the presence 
of the doctrinal topic, the judgment day, would go to prove 
the direct succession of the Thessalonians to the first of 
Corinthians. And on the other hand, the comparative 
absence from the Thessalonians of the practical topic, that 
climax of consolation, which so prominently marks the 
second of Corinthians, would argue that the Apostle was 
not then delivered from the troubles in Asia, not yet com- 
forted by the comfort of Titus's return. 

To discuss this point of priority further would, however, 
involve the argument from the casual topics and incidental 
names, which it is best to avoid till the probable order 
has been deduced from the general outline of the Epistles. 

We may thus sum up the corroborations which this chapter 
supplies for the hypothesis maintained in the former two 
chapters. The repeated use of the term paraclesis, and 
others derived from it, makes it sure that the weight of the 
second Epistle to the Corinthians must have depended 
greatly on the sense or senses, in which these words would 
be understood by its readers. Among these senses, one, 
if not the most remarkable one, would be that indicated by 
the use of the word in reference to the Apostolical decree, 
of which the sentences were, peculiarly, at once words of 
exhortation and of consolation. We find the Epistle to the 
Hebrews pleading for itself, or for something delivered with 
it, acceptance and sufferance as the word of exhortation, 
as the paraclesis. Whether it were itself, or the Apostolical 
decree on which the Epistle waited, that was thus called 
" the word of exhortation," the same conclusion would be 
deducible; namely, that the Epistle to the Hebrews was 
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delivered to one or more of the Churches, in a very early 
period of the Christian Church, while yet the Apostolical 
decrees were the new and consolatory canons of the Gen- 
tile congregations, while yet the Jewish modes of teaching 
supplied terms and customs to the Christians. Then, 
seeking for those practical precepts in the Epistle to the 
Hebrews, in regard to which **the word of exhortation" 
might need an Apostle's strong pleading for its sufferance, 
we find chiefly two, and these two among the precepts of 
the Apostolical decree. The terms in which these are 
referred to, in the Epistle to the Hebrews, are such as would 
be employed in the first act or stage of that tripartite 
Christian discipline, of which the two following acts are 
accomplished alike in the Epistles to the Corinthians and 
the Thessalonians. And in this particular, as well as in 
its general features, the Epistle to the Hebrews is such an 
one as St Paul, according to his custom, would send << be- 
fore his face" to Churches which he intended to visit shortly; 
such an one as would precede the first of the three several 
times that he was " coming unto" the Church of Corinth ; 
such an one as would give authority to the powers assumed 
by his messengers, whether Titus or Timothy, to whatever 
place they accompanied this Epistle. 

And if, now, one should think that too much weight is 
here laid upon a single word, let it be thought also, how 
often, in all ages of the Christian Church, single words 
have been used to express wide scopes of action and doc- 
trine ; how single words have been the permanent centres 
of conflict, or have reduced a complexity of duties into one. 
It accords with our every-day experience, to include, under 
so remarkable a word as the one here considered, all the 
primary acts of Apostolic discipline mentioned in this chap- 
ter ; because not one of them is disconnected from the rest, 
not one of them is unsuited to the early agency of the 
Divine Paraclete. 
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CHAPTER IV. 

ON THE RELATIONS OF THE EPISTLE TO THE GALATIAN8. 

I. As we proceed in the attempt to exhibit the Epistles 
in one system, the task becomes more difficult, from the 
complication of the parallels of a number of Epistles. 

The parallels which we shall now take will be, first, those 
which test the order of the Epistles to the Galatians and 
Hebrews, then those which may decide the question of 
priority between the Galatian and other Epistles. 

The arguments that may be drawn from a comparison of 
Galatian and Hebrew parallels come under these general 
heads: I. The Epistle to the Hebrews uses terms similar to 
those in the Epistle to the Galatians, which terms are ex- 
plained to the Hebrews, but to the Galatians are used in so 
peculiar a manner, that they must have been obscure, un- 
less interpreted by the other Epistle. 2. Certain words are 
used in the form of general instruction in the Epistle to the 
Hebrews ; and the same words are applied, with the same 
sense, to special occasions, or in the development of some 
subordinate argument, in the Galatian and other Epistles. 
3. Certain words are used in the Epistle to the Hebrews 
respecting Christ, which are applied in the other Epistles 
to Christians. All these modes of use imply the priority of 
the Epistle to the Hebrews. 

Such words as Mediator, ME(r/rt}C9 covenant, Sca0t}Ki|, pro- 
mises, iirayyiXlaif are words of so great and peculiar im- 
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port, that we cannot suppose they would, at any period of 
the Christian Church, be used in different senses uninten- 
tionally, or would be used obscurely, unless those to whom 
they were addressed would be able, by their knowledge of 
some earlier use, to apprehend at once their later meaning. 
Such words as hoast^ Kavx^itrigi test^ SoKifiri^ perfection, icarap- 
Titrig, are words which have no necessary connexion with 
each other ; but, in the development of the epistolary argu- 
ment, a striking similarity appears in the mode of the deri- 
vation of the sentiments with which they and their respective 
synonymes are used. 

Of the passages more especially illustrated by this means, 
one is in the form of a general argument, the other a re- 
commendation of discipline. One is Gal. iii. 15. 17. 19, 
20 : " Brethren, I speak after the manner of men ; Though 
it be but a man's covenant, yet if it be confirmed, no man 

disannuUeth, or addeth thereto And this I say, that 

the covenant, that was confirmed before of God in Christ, 
the law, which was four hundred and thirty years after, can- 
not disannul, that it should make the promise of none effect 
.... Wherefore then serveth the law ? It was added be- 
cause of transgressions, till the seed should come to whom 
the promise was made ; and it was ordained by angels in the 
hand of a mediator. Now a mediator is not a mediator of 
one, but God is one." The other passage is Gal. vi. 1. 4: 
" Brethren, if a man be overtaken in a fault, ye which are 
spiritual, restore such an one in the spirit of meekness ; 

considering thyself, lest thou also be tempted But let 

every man prove his own work, and then shall he have re- 
joicing {to Kavxni^fi) ii* himself alone, and not in another." 
In these two passages all the words above enumerated are 
found, but they are all more or less prominently applied in 
other parts of the Epistles to Corinth and Galatia. A few 
such terms only can be selected as subjects of a reasoning 
which might be applied to many others, with the common 
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purpose of showing that, in all these instances, the source of 
the terms, and the origin of the sentiments, in the other 
£pistles (especially the Galatian), are to be found in the 
generalities of the Epistle to the Hebrews. Because Jesus 
Christ is the Author and Finisher of our faith, and because 
the Epistle to the Hebrews treats of Him as such, therefore 
it deals in universal propositions, of which the other Epistles 
give more casual and particular examples. 

II. The word " Mediator " cannot have been introduced 
casually ; that writing cannot be the first composed which 
uses the word as well known. I shall, however, use Mr. 
Forster's critical parallelizing of the Epistles to the Hebrews 
and Galatians at this word : the following extract is from his 
work, already more than once referred to, on the Apostolical 
authority of the Epistle to the Hebrews. 

" Mcff/rijc occurs once only in the LXX, Job ix. 33, and 
there without any equivalent in the Hebrew text. This 
circumstance renders its adoption, when it occurs in the 
New Testament, the more marked and characteristic. But 
its occurrences in the New Testament are limited to 
Hebrews, where it is found in three examples, and to two of 
St. Paul's undisputed Epistles, Galatians and 1 Timothy, 
where it is also met with three times : Heb. viii. 6; ix. 15; 
xii. 24; Gal. iii. 19, 20; 1 Tim. ii. 5. 

" But the nicety of correspondence in the use of MealTrig 
in Hebrews and Galatians lies in the fact, that in the two 
Epistles it is introduced in wholly distinct, and yet closely 
allied, applications, whose reunion is absolutely necessary to 
a perfect sense : that the truth meant to be conveyed con- 
sists of two parts, which are divided between two Epistles, 
so far as the enunciation is concerned, though each really 
contains the whole : the first part being expressed and the 
second implied in Galatians, the second expressed and the 
first implied in Hebrews : each Epistle consequently con- 
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taining, in this instance, a tacit reference to the other, ne- 
cessary to complete the sense. 

^^In the passage of Galatians the mediatorial office of 
Moses only is treated of, while the higher mediation of 
Jesus Christ is left to be gathered by inference. Nothing, 
on the one hand, can be more clear and obvious than the 
reference here to Moses as the mediator of the old covenant ; 
nothing, on the other hand, more cryptic and covert than 
the implied reference to Christ as the mediator of the new. 
The consequence is an obscurity which has greatly per- 
plexed the commentators, and which can be dispelled only 
by collateral lights of Scripture, and especially, as I hope to 
show, by comparison with the parallel places of Hebrews. 

" In the passages of Hebrews, on the contrary, we have 
the full annunciation of Christ's office as the Mediator of the 
new covenant, while the previous mediation of Moses is left 
wholly to implication : Heb. viii. 6, KpdrTovog i(m SiaOriKrig 
jAEairrig : Heb. ix. 15, Sia0T}KT}C Jcatv^c /licfffrijc itrrtv : Heb. 
xii. 24, Koi SiaOriKfig viag fx^alry "Itjdoi;. In these places, 
although Christ alone is spoken of as Mediator, the phrases 
* Mediator of the better covenant ' and ' Mediator of the 
new Covenant' decisively bear allusion to that mediation of 
Moses which is openly set forth in the Epistle to the Gala- 
tians ; the terms themselves not only necessarily supposing 
a mediator of the old, but naturally implying that the writer 
who had used the one expression had previously employed 
the other. It is not, however, till we unite these parallel 
passages of Hebrews and Galatians, that the whole truth in- 
tended comes out in its full light : a result than which I 
cannot conceive stronger internal presumption for both 
Epistles being the work of one hand. 

" To complete the presumption, we have only to add to the 
evidence 1 Tim. ii. 5, a passage which at the same time 
throws clearest light on the obscurity in the parallel pas- 
sage of Galatians, and proves the doctrine of Christ's Me- 
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diatorial office, as laid down in the Hebrews, to have been 
a doctrine elsewhere and exclusively inculcated in set form 
by St. Paul : elg yap Gcoc? cic »cai fietrlrrig Oeoif koL avOpw^ 
TTfuv, avOpwTTog Xpiarbg ^lri<Tovg, Coincidentally with the 
three passages from Hebrews, we have here the fullest an- 
nunciation of Christ Jesus as ' the Mediator of the New 
Covenant,' while at the same time we are here instructed 
how to fill up the imperfect proposition (of the nature of an 
enthymem), Gal. iii. 20. For since the third party in 
Christ's mediation is mankind at large^ the unnamed third 
party in that of Moses must, by parity of reasoning, be 
God's people, Israel. In this view the parallel texts will 
stand thus. There is one God and one Mediator between 
God and man, the Man Christ Jesus. There is one God 
and one Mediator between God and his people Israel, the 
man Moses." 

III. Mr. Forster's conclusion contradicts, it will be observed, 
our hypothesis of the priority of the Epistle to the Hebrews. 
But surely our hypothesis might be left to the support of his 
reasoning. Why should St. Paul first set forth (as, if we 
give precedence to the Galatian Epistle, he must) an ambi- 
guous as well as imperfect proposition ? Reading that 
Epistle alone, we have, from the premisses, ^^ a mediator is 
not of one " party, " but God is one " party, not only to draw 
the conclusion ^' there is another party," but we have also to 
discover for ourselves the mediator in Moses, and the other 
party in the children of Israel. If so little be expressly 
stated to the Galatians about the old covenant, how can it 
be the sufficient warrant for the application of the like terms 
to Christ, and the new covenant, in the Epistle to the 
Hebrews ? Whereas, on the contrary, as, by the critic's own 
admission, there is no difficulty about the use and definition 
of the term mediator, as employed to the Hebrews, so there 
could be no obscurity in the later use of the same terms to 
the Galatians. 
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IV. Mr. Forster has, again, from these terms ^^ Mediator 
of a better and new covenant " in the Epistle to the He- 
brews, discovered a necessity for the writer to have previ-- 
otisly employed the expression ^^ old covenant," and therefore, 
as of course, to have previously written to the Galatians. 

Let us see. The word Mca/riic is used later in the 
Epistle to the Hebrews than other words establishing the 
qualities of the Mediator. Were the Epistle to the Hebrews 
a continuation of either of the other Epistles on this point, 
it would be more likely that we should come upon the word 
Mcfffrijc without the interposition of Heb. vii. 22, " by so 
much was Jesus made (cyyuoc) surety of a better covenant." 
The apparent origin of the whole doctrine of the M£(rcri|C9 
as urged to the Hebrews, is in the words ejULBtrtTevfrev (me- 
diator fuit) " by oath," and these are used at the very com- 
mencement of the discussion upon the promises \ But 
then, this expression sfietrtTevaev opKt^ (and therefore also 
Meafrijc) proceeds, in the Epistle to the Hebrews, out of 
that other one immediately before it, " he sware by him- 
self';" so that it is in the Epistle to the Hebrews alone 
that the doctrine is fully stated, that God was one party in 
the covenant, man the other, and God the Mediator, by 
swearing by Himselfi to the patriarch Abraham. 

Such a truth as this could not be gathered from any other 
Epistle than that to the Hebrews, yet it was a truth neces- 
sary to be understood by the Galatians : it was like a pro- 
position, to which the terms respecting the Mediator used to 
them bore the relation of a corollary. 

V. The language used to the Galatians respecting the 
promises has indications of following the Epistle to the 
Hebrews. The argument to the Hebrews is general, to the 
Galatians particular, upon this point. An incidental con- 
troversy is at the bottom of certain peculiarities of the 

> Heb. vi. 17. ■ lb. ver. 13. 
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latter, an original independent character belongs to the 
former. This contrast appears in the first notices of the 
promises. We have a natural occasion for the mention of 
the word to the Hebrews, "That ye be not slothful, but 
followers of them who through faith and patience inherit the 
promises'." It seems not to require any particular emer- 
gence to call forth such a general and obvious encourage- 
ment. Again, " Let us therefore fear, lest, a promise being 
left us of entering into his rest, any of you should seem to 
come short of it *." There is nothing in this which might 
not refer to shortcomings in general ; a controversy respect- 
ing the terms of the promise could not have proceeded very 
far, when such sentences as these were written. 

Very different is the sudden entrance upon controversy 
the moment the promise is named to the Galatians. Indeed, 
the opposition between faith and works, flesh and spirit, be- 
gins before we can reach the encouragement of the promise. 
The allusion is to the 3rd and 4th chapters of the Epistle 
to the Galatians. 

The Epistle to the Hebrews may be, implicitly, what it is 
not on the surface, controversial ; but, if it be so, we must 
assume that the parties with whom it argues were not so 
advanced in the attempt to join Jewish or heathen princi- 
ples to Christianity as the Roman and Galatian hearers ; or 
else, what is very improbable, that the recollection of such a 
tendency and disposition had vanished from the Apostle's 
mind, and all resentment at its resistance from his readers.' 

VI. Causes for the abruptness and peculiarities of the 
language to the Galatians can, with some probability, be 
assigned, on the assumption that, in this Epistle, the subjects 
of that to the Hebrews were resumed, after the occurrence 
of the events at Corinth. 

The part which the angels had borne in the former appli- 
cation of the law, was now exercised by the Apostles. 
» Heb. vi. 12. * lb. iv. 1. 
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Hence the digression respecting the law, that it was ^^ or- 
dained by angels *," carries with it the weight of the argu- 
ment in Heb. ii, 1 — 3, that " if the word spoken by angels 
was stedfast" (jSljSaioc)? much more the word of the Lord 
and his Apostles. 

In the passage just quoted from the Epistle to the He- 
brews, /3lj3aioc is used to denote the stedfastness of God's 
word ; and in Heb. vi. 16, ^B^atwrng for the confirmation of 
his promise. To the Galatians another term, Kvpovv^ is 
used, meaning * to confirm.' It is said of the covenant, " if 
it be confirmed (iccicwpwjLifvijv), no man disannulleth it •," and 
" the covenant that was confirmed before {irpoKBKvpiofiivfiv) 
of God, in Christ, the law which was .... after, cannot dis- 
annul, that it should make the promise of none eflFect '." 
Now there is a diflFerence between the two Epistles here, 
which is easily overlooked, as it is in the English Version, but 
which is remarkable, because the only other New Testament 
passage in which Kvpovv is used, is 2 Cor. ii. 8, ^' that ye 
would confirm {KvpCxrm) your love towards" the Corinthian 
offender. This event at Corinth, might, therefore, be the 
occasion of prosecuting to the Galatians the idea of the 
covenant being confirmed and fore^corifirmed. 

The language employed respecting the covenant to the 
Galatians admits the supposition that the Galatians knew 
the conditions of the covenant had been put to the test by the 
loosing of one who had been bound, and bears the character 
of an analysis of the proceedings at Corinth. ^^ Brethren, 
I speak after the manner of men : Though it be but a man's 
covenant, yet if it be confirmed, no man disannulleth, or 
addeth thereto V' is language adapted to the case of the 
Jewish Christians impugning man's application of the cove- 
nant in binding and loosing, to its being tested by excom- 
munication, but secured by confirmation of love, and this 
while in men's hands. 

* Gal. Hi. 19. • lb. ver. 16. ' lb. ver. 17. » lb. ver. 15. 
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VII. The above differences in the language respecting 
the covenants are minute, but the following is on a larger 
scale. The mounts of the law and of the promise are no- 
ticed both to Galatians and Hebrews, and to none other. 
Compare Heb. xii. 18 — 22: "For ye are not come unto 

the mount that might be touched But ye are come 

unto Mount Sion, and unto the city of the Living God, the 
heavenly Jerusalem;" with Gal. iv. 24 — ^26 : " Which things 
are an allegory : for these are the two covenants : the one 
from the Mount Sinai, which gendereth to bondage .... But 
Jerusalem which is above is free^ which is the mother of us 
all." Something is here predicated of the mounts in one 
Epistle, which is not found in the other. This is their 
respective bondage and freedom. This point of the Epistle 
to the Galatians is over and above the access to the heavenly, 
and the terror of the tangible, mount which we find con- 
trasted to the Hebrews. We cannot assign any ground for 
this additional idea simpler than the loosing of the Corin- 
thian, or some other Christian offender, that had been bound. 

VIII. The ministry of condemnation and reconciliation, 
the bondage of the one, and the liberty of the other, are suf- 
ficient to account for the introduction of the allegory of 
Hagar, if the Hebrew and Corinthian Epistles preceded the 
Galatian. But, while the allegory alone might suffice to 
prove the respective bondage and freedom of the two cove- 
nants, it is insufficient to describe them to those who had no 
other information, or to whom nothing had been previously 
written upon them. Let us look for explanation in the already 
compared Epistles. ITie "new and old covenants" men- 
tioned in the third chapter of the Second Epistle to the 
Corinthians are sufficient to bring the idea of the Apostle 
implied in the allegory nearer to the understanding of an 
ordinary mind. But much must, even then, have been pre- 
viously learned from other sources, more, indeed, than a 
man could possibly gather from the Old Testament, to 

F 2 
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enable him to understand the full meaning of what the 
Apostle in this allegory implied to the Galatians. Neither, 
certainly, could this information be obtained from the first 
Epistle to the Corinthians, where " this cup is the new tes- 
tament (covenant) in my blood'" introduces an extra feature, 
and takes for granted that we can see and admit the appli- 
cation of the sacramental Blood to the same liberty of con- 
science and remission of sin. This cannot, therefore, be the 
direct source of all these conclusions, for here, as in all the 
other places, much is assumed to be previously known. 
And it may fairly be questioned whether there is more 
than one place in the New or Old Scripture where the same 
subjects are orderly and fundamentally treated. This one 
place is the Epistle to the Hebrews, where the argument 
takes nothing for granted. In the 6th chapter of the Epis- 
tle to the Hebrews, God's confirmation of the promise by 
oath and by Himself, in the 7th, the disannulling of the 
commandment going before, and " the word of the oath, 
which was since the law," (verses 18, 28) are treated with due 
regard to the commonly observed rules of introducing new 
topics. But, especially in the 8th chapter, we have such an 
account of the first and second covenant from the Old 
Scriptures, such particulars of the occasion for the second, - 
and reasons for the name " old " being applied to the first, 
as vindicate for the Epistle to the Hebrews the claim and 
character of a first and original declaration. In the 9th 
chapter, at the 15th and following verses, we find ample 
foundation for the passage in the First Epistle to the Co- 
rinthians respecting the cup of the covenant, which we now 
see, from the terms in which it is expressed, cannot be 
severed from the rest. « Whereupon neither the first testa- 
ment (covenant, 8«a0i|icij) was dedicated without blood "." 
" Saying, This is the blood of the testament which God 
hath enjoined you ' ;" " without shedding of blood is no 
* 1 Cor. xi. 26. n> Heb. ix. 18. i lb. ver. 20. 
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remission *," — such words, in the Epistle to the Hebrews, 
not only refer us to the sacrament of the cup, as St. Paul 
delivers it, saying, " This cup is the new testament (cove- 
nant) in my blood," but as it is delivered in the fullest form 
of the Evangelists, " This is my blood of the new testament, 
which is shed for many for the remission of sins ^." 

Having now seen in the general topics to the Galatians 
(especially in Gal. iii. 15—20), indications of a resumption 
of those to the Hebrews^ after the case of discipline at 
Corinth, let us, as proposed, seek in the Hebrews' account 
of the Person and Work of Christ, the derivation of con- 
ventional terms expressive of discipline in Gal. vi. 1 — 4. 

IX. At 2 Cor. ix. 4, St. Paul refers to the Gentile col- 
lection for the saints as an virofrrafng Kavxvf^^Q' "Lest 
haply if they of Macedonia come with me, and find you un- 
prepared, we (that we say not, ye) should be ashamed in 
this same confident boasting" {iv ry iiroaroKrH ravry Trig 
Kavxn^i^c)' Such might be the Gentile vaunt, if St. Paul 
allowed any " confidence of boasting " to the Jew. To this 
Jewish glory after the flesh, he refers in the same language 
at 2 Cor. xi. 17: "That which I speak, I speak it not 
after the Lord, but as it were foolishly, in this confidence 
of boasting" (ev ravry ry vwofrraaeL rijc Kavxn<Tewg), 

But is the origin of the expression, virofrraaig Kovxv^^^gf 
to be found in either of these places ? In Heb. iii. 14 it is 
said, " For we are made partakers of Christ, if we hold the 
beginning of our confidence (rfiv apxv^ ''5c virofTraaewg) 
stedfast unto the end," which passage is a resumption of 
another, Heb. iii. 6 : " if we hold fast the confidence and the 
rejoicing of the hope (ttiv irappriolav kclL to Kavxnua Trig €^" 
irlSog) firm unto the end." The two words of the Second 
Epistle to the Corinthians, virooTatrig and Kaifxriaig, are 
united in these two parallels of the Epistle to the Hebrews. 

2 Heb. ix. 22. » Matt. xxvi. 28. 
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Now it is impossible to derive this iwwrra^tc, in the Epistle 
to the Hebrews, from any idea so mundane as that which is 
blamed to the Corinthians; but the previous use of this 
word, in the opening of the Epistle to the Hebrews, would 
lead, we should expect, to its sense in Heb. iiL 14. This 
previous use of the word is to describe the Son as the 
express image of the person of God (rifc {nroarifn^c avrovj 
Heb. L 3). Our impression is, therefore, that uwoaramcy 
and the ^* boasting" in connexion with that word, are terms 
originally used in respect of the divine object of fiEUth, and 
thence applied to human or earthly distinctions. 

If this True Beginning of our confidence should be 
thought too exalted for the connexion it is desired to prove^ 
there is another place in the Epistle to the Hebrews to con- 
firm the primary importance and use of the word hypostasis 
in the epistolary series. ^* Faith is the substance (tnrooTa- 
aic) of things hoped for ^." In this, as in the former case, 
the word with which Kavxv|<rcc stands connected in the 
Second Epistle to the Corinthians is applied to far mightier 
import in the Epistle to the Hebrews. It occurs in the de- 
finition of faith, the substance of hope, the Person of God. 
It is scarcely possible to conceive these uses derived from 
the lower topic ; but the terms as used to the Galatians get 
their chief force from the application of them made to the 
Hebrews. The boasting, therefore, of which Christ is the 
confidenee, belongs, as a proposition, to the Epistle to the 
Hebrews, while the other boasts follow as corollaries, or sub- 
ordinate contrasts, in the Epistles to the Galatians and 
Corinthians '. 

* Heb. xi. 1. 

* The argument urged from the word Kavxn<fiQ is aunilar to that which 
belongs to another word of the same kind. It is too far-fetched a gene- 
ralization (if one may so speak) to deduce (Heb. iii. 1) the title '< High 
Priest of our profession" (r^c o/ioXoyiae rjfi&v) from 2 Cor. ix. 13 : "your 
professed subjection (rjf vtrorayy rriQ ofioXoyiag vfi&v) unto the gospel of 
Christ," spoken, as this last is, of the Gentile contribution. On the other 
hand, we have ahready developed subjection (vjrorayri), in the Firat Epistle to 
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X. The general sentiments of the Epistles agree with this 
view. In the already quoted Second Epistle to the Corin- 
thians, the true boast excludes all other glorying; <<he 
that glorieth, let him glory {Kav\a(r0(M}) in the Lord'." 
Nor is this passage of the Second Epistle the first occasion 
of quoting the same words from the prophet \ In the first 
chapter of the First Epistle to Corinth, the character of the 
Christian boast is shown to be in Christ : ^^ That, according 
as it is written. He that glorieth, let him glory in the Lord '." 
This is also the contrast to the Galatians : <^ they .... who 
are circumcised . • • . desire to have you circumcised, that 
they may glory in your flesh. But God forbid that I should 
glory, save in the cross of our Lord Jesus Christ '/' 

Thus did St. Paul, by plain expressions, point out the 
same contrast between the divine and human confidences 
of boasting as is implied in the altered meaning of the 
terms vTrocrramc and Kuixvc^C employed in successive Epi- 
stles \ It is suggested, therefore, that the order of the 

the Corinthians, out of the same topic to the Hebrews ; and it is not two 
chapters' interval which separates this '^ consider the High Priest of our 
profession," Heb. iii. 1, from '' Seeing then that we have a great high priest, 
that is passed into the heavens, Jesus the Son of Grod, let us hold fast our 
profession" (riic ofioXoytac), Heb. iv. 14, and the same subject is once more 
resumed in the same Epistle, Heb. x. 21. 23 : '^ having an high priest over 
the house of God .... let us hold fast the profession of our faith (ri)v ofio- 
Xqyiav TvJQ iXvlBoc) unwavering." An argument, therefore, like that de- 
duced from cavxifO'iCyniay be derived from ofioXoyia ; for the general propo- 
sition belongs here also to the Epistle to the Hebrews. 

• 2Cor. X. 17. ' Jer. ix.24. 

» 1 Cor. i. 31. « Gal. vi. 13, 14. 

1 Both the words considered above lead us to the account of our Lord 
given in the Epistle to the Hebrews, for the definition of their meaning in 
St. Paul's Epistles. To them we must add one other word, irappfifria, for it 
might almost be thought to define Kavxvi^o. in Heb. iii. 6. ^ The confidence 
(irapfiriviav) and the rejoicing (cavx>l/<a) of the hope firm {fiifiaiav) unto 
the end." If the primary sense of this word, '< boldness in speech," were 
expected to decide St. Paul's earliest use of it, we should not place the 
Epistle to the Hebrews first There can be no doubt of the word having, 
in this Epistle, the sense of Christian boldness in general. It is so defined 
by the context in three places, Heb. iv. 16, x. 19, and x. 3d. But confidence 
towards God is an earlier deduction from the Blood of Christ than openness 
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Epistles was calculated to display the true source of glory- 
ing before any minor boast was contrasted with it. 

XL Another instance of the same word being used 
respecting Christ, in the Epistle to the Hebrews, and 
applied to Christians in the other Epistles, is found in the 
employment of the words SoKi/ua^eci; and weipatieiv. To 
compare, first, the passages in which the two words occur 
together. In Heb. iii. 9, there is quoted, of the day of 
temptation in the wilderness, " When your fathers tempted 
me {ewelpaaav fic), proved me (eSoKifiaaav /uc), and saw my 
works forty years." In 2 Cor. xiii, 5, the Corinthians are 
told, " Examine (ir£ipa^€re) yourselves, whether ye be in 
the faith; prove (Soict/uo^ere) your own selves." In Gal. 
vi. 1, 4, the spiritual are told to restore one overtaken in a 
fault : " considering thyself, lest thou also be tempted (ttw- 
pa<yOyc) .... but let every man prove (SoKifiaZivio) his own 
work, and then shall he have rejoicing (rh kqvxw^) ^" himself 
alone, and not in another." These three examples may 
give a general idea of the contemporary development of the 
two words, from their first use together in regard to our 
Lord, to their last combined use in regard to the duties of 
spiritual guides to their flocks. 

XII. It is the doctrine of the Epistle to the Hebrews 
respecting our Lord: "in that he himself hath suffered 
being tempted, he is able to succour them that are 
tempted '." This is only the first of many passages which 
declare as much *. This doctrine the First Epistle to the 
Corinthians continues when it says, " neither let us tempt 
Christ, as some of them also tempted *," in order to argue, 

of speech to men. This openness of speech is looked for later, Ephes. vi. 19. 
If, however, this sense be also hid under the use of the word in the Epistle 
to the Hebrews, there is a reference back to the same origin as of the other 
two words, namely, to the early part of this Epistle, in which it is said that 
salvation ''at the first began to be spoken by the Lord" (Heb. ii. 3), and God 
*< hath spoken to us by his Son " (Heb. i. 1, 2). 
a Heb. ii. 18. » lb. iv. 16, 16 ; v. 2, 9. < 1 Cor. x. 9. 
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'^ there hath no temptation taken you but such as is common 
to man : but God is faithful, "who will not suffer you to be 
tempted above that ye are able ; but will with the tempta- 
tion also make a way to escape, that ye may be able to bear 
it *." Thus there is succession in the passages where iretpa- 
2^Hv occurs alone. The two words, however, can no more 
be separated in the other Epistles than in that to the 
Hebrews. For, within a verse or two, the above discourse 
to the Corinthians, passing from the bread which we break 
being the communion {Koivwvia) of the Body of Christ % 
through divers instances of unworthy eating thereof, con- 
cludes, '^But let a man examine himself (SoKCfia^lrw), and 
so let him eat '." Here then we have SoKijudKeiv in con- 
nexion with the communion. And we see a reason for this 
in the connexion of the Epistles. Three " of those who 
seemed to be somewhat '" gave the right hands of fellowship 
{icoivwviag) to those two, St. Paul and St. Barnabas, who 
were to go to the heathen, while they went to the circum- 
cision ; only stipulating that the Gentile mission should 
" remember the poor •." In the Second Epistle to the Co- 
rinthians, St. Paul calls this contribution for the saints an 
experiment (Sowfiiic)? or test of Gentile subjection to the 
gospel *, to prove the sincerity of their love *. 

XIII. We have, again, another instance of the same sort 
of development. The Second Epistle to the Corinthians 
joins KaTaprlZetrOe with TrapaicaXcTadc in the final salutation, 
" Be perfect, be of good comfort '." Now this word passes 
into the Galatians' Epistle, being used thus : " restore (ica- 
TaprH^BTB) such an one in the spirit of meekness *," and was 
used in the first chapter to the Corinthians : " that ye be 
perfectly joined together (KarYipriafiivoi) in the same mind*." 

» 1 Cor. X. 13. • lb. ver. 16. 

7 lb. xi. 28. » Gal. ii. 6. 

» lb. ver. 9, 10. * 2 Cor. ix. 13. 

2 lb. viii. 8. 3 lb. xiii. 11. 

• Gal. vi. 1. * ICop. i. 10. 
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Does then its use in the Epistle to the Hebrews suit, ex- 
plain, and arrange these various senses ? 

In Heb. x. 5, 9, we find these words : " when he cometh 

into the world he saith a body hast thou prepared 

me ( Kara/or ((FO)) Lo, I come to do thy will, O God." 

In Heb. xiii. 20, 21 : ^^ the God of peace .... make you 
perfect (KarapTiaai) .... to do his will .... through Jesus 
Christ." Here then to the Hebrews is, once for all, derived 
the grace in the believer from the grace of the Lord '• 

We might maintain the same method of argument 
from nearly synonymous expressions in the other Epistles. 
The Apostle prays that, by coming to the Thessalonians, 
he " might perfect that which is lacking in their faith " 
{KaTaprtaai ra vtrrepriiuLaTa^) : and speaks of the Corinthians 
coming behind in no gift {vfTrepeitrOm ^). This expression 
is applied externally to the Hebrews: "Let us therefore 
fear, lest, a promise being left us of entering into his rest, 
any of you should seem to come short (xKn-epriKivai) of it'/' 

But without proceeding with their synonymes, each re- 
markable word of Gal. vi. 1, 4. relative to discipline, has 
been shown to have a like derivation in the Epistle to the 
Hebrews. This derivation, which might be deceptive if it 
regarded one only, can scarcely be merely an illusion in 
regard to all three terms. 

* And another word of the same kind follows the rule of those expressive 
of graces derived from Christ. These are uses of HXhoq to the Corinthians : 
*' When that which is perfect (reXctov) is come, then that which is in part 
shall be done away. When I was a child, I spake as a child," &c. (1 Cor. 
xiii. 10, 11.) '^In malice be ye children, but in understanding be men" 
(rsXcioi, 1 Cor. xiv. 20). This perfection appears also in the person of the 
Saviour. It is said in the Epistle to the Hebrews, *' it became Him .... to 
make the captain (dpxvyov) of their salvation perfect (reXctwirai, Heb. ii. 10). 
Being made perfect. He became the Author of eternal salvation to all them 
that obey Him (Heb. v. 9) : " the law made nothing perfect" (Heb. viL 19). 
In this case, not only is the Great Origin of perfection stated to the Hebrews, 
but, once for all, the phrase applied to Him is transferred to things of lower 
import 

' 1 Thess. iii. 10. « 1 Cor. i. 7- ^ Heb. iv. 1. 
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XIV. In thus tracing the relation between the Epistles to 
the Galatians and Hebrews, we have found reasons to be* 
lieve that the Epistles to the Corinthians intervened between 
them, seeing that certain expressions to the Hebrews appear 
to have been developed first in the Epistle to the Corin- 
thians, and thence in the Epistle to the Galatians. We have 
thus proceeded some way in the performance of the second 
part of the purpose of this chapter, which was, to determine 
the relation between the Galatian and other Epistles, be- 
sides that to the Hebrews. To this subject we shall now 
more particularly address ourselves. 

In evidence of the relation between the Epistles to the 
Galatians and Corinthians, we find, in the former, indications 
of the consequences of those acts of discipline, to which so 
large a portion of the latter Epistles relates. These indica- 
tions are at first sight obscure, but there are expressions 
in the Epistle to the Galatians which seem to admit of no 
other interpretation but that which regards them as allusions 
to the case of the offender bound and loosed at Corinth. 

A coincident feature of the Epistle to the Galatians and 
the Second Epistle to the Corinthians is St. Paul having 
to rebut the accusation that he admitted or preached circum- 
cision : "some . . . think of us as if we walked according to 
the flesh * :" " I brethren, if I yet preach circumcision, why 
do I yet suffer persecution * ? " 

At what period, or from what circumstances, could such 
an accusation arise ? The whole life of St. Paul subsequent 
to his conversion, and every part of his Epistles, fairly in- 
terpreted, are opposed to such an accusation. It is unlikely 
that St. Paul should have incurred the charge of preaching 
circumcision by any actual observance of that rite, or, indeed, 
by any direct revival of the ritual law. If Timothy was an 

» 2 Cor. X. 2. * Gal. v. 11. 
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example on the one side, Titus was a later example on the 
other. 

We can only look for the ground of such an accusation 
in something that the Apostle had said or done^ which 
might have been misconstrued into a recommendation of the 
Jewish discipline. 

In looking again with this view, nothing appears to 
admit of such misconstruction except those acts of discipline 
which we have been considering in the Epistles to the 
Hebrews and Corinthians. 

A distinction is drawn to the Gralatians between the con- 
duct he had blamed in St. Peter, and the conduct of which 
St. Paul himself was now accused. St. Peter seemed, by 
his conduct, to preach circumcision : that appearance of -evil 
St. Paul studies to remove from himself. 

That in which St. Peter seemed to preach circumcision, 
and for which " he was to be blamed," was, that " he with- 
drew and separated himself" from the Gentile brethren '. 
But, when St. Paul commanded Christians to separate 
from an offending brother, it looked like the separation 
which St. Peter had countenanced ; and, therefore, it is no 
wonder if the Galatians and others mistook it for a judaizing 
separation. One labour the Apostle undertakes in the 
Epistle to them is, to prove that the separation from a disor- 
derly or offending brother was not identical with St. Peter's 
behaviour at Antioch, nor any encouragement to those who 
would subject others to the bondage of the law. 

XV. In proof of this position, we may notice that de- 
fiance to the Christian discipline of separating an offending 
brother had begun, in Corinth, even before the sentence 
had been issued : " ye are puffed up, and have not rather 
mourned, that he that hath done this deed might be taken 
away from among you *.'* After the sentence had been 
issued, the tone of the opposition implies that the Corin- 
» Gal.ii.ll, 12. * 1 Cor. v. 2. 
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diians regarded the act as one of JeT^ish discipline ; for a 
principal object of the Second Epistle to the Corinthians 
is, primarily, to restore the offending brother, and, se- 
condarily, to illustrate the course as not Jewish, but Chris- 
tian. To this end St. Paul insists that it was not fleshly 
bondage, because he could point to the loosing which had 
followed the binding ; so that still, " where the Spirit of the 
Lord is, there is liberty •/' To this end, he excuses the act 
from all appearance of self-exaltation, ^< we preach not 
ourselves, but Christ Jesus the Lord • ; " and points out the 
analogy to it in his own deliverance : " Who delivered us 
from so great a death, and doth deliver ^." To this end he 
generalizes the principle, as though it were to begin the 
Christian life anew, to use this ministry of reconciliation : 
" Wherefore henceforth know we no man after the flesh . . . 
Therefore if any man be in Christ, he is a new creature . . • 
And all things are of God, who hath reconciled us to him- 
self by Jesus Chrbt, and hath given to us the ministry of 
reconciliation *." So, moreover, a main point of the third' 
chapter of this Epistle is to reconcile the Corinthians to 
their Christian discipline, and to distinguish it from Jewish 
severity and legality. Why else contrast a ministry of re- 
conciliation with a ministry of condemnation, unless he 
pointed to the Corinthian condemned and reconciled ? 

XVI. But it might be supposed that in his letter to the 
Corinthians St Paul only wanted to try the obedience of 
that one Church, and that, notwithstanding the formality of 
the binding and loosing, it was without influence on other 
Churches. Read then 2 Cor. iii. 2, where he tells the Co- 
rinthians, ^^ Ye are our epistle written in our hearts, known 
and read of all men." And observe the like general 
severity: he threatens "in a readiness to revenge a// dis- 
obedience when your obedience is fulfilled '." 

5 2 Cop. iii. I7. • lb. iv. 6. "^ lb. i. 10. 

« lb. V. 16-18. « lb. X. 6. 
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XVII. Who they were that served their own purposes 
by propagating this mistaken view of discipline, we learn 
from the eleventh chapter of the Second Epistle to Corinth : 
some who sought occasion to glory ; some who, albeit Chris- 
tian ministers, gloried in being Hebrews, Israelites, the 
seed of Abraham ; whom the Apostle teaches such fleshly 
distinctions were not subjects of glory with him '. To the 
Galatians he speaks of such persons in these similar terms : 
'^ As many as desire to make a fair show in the flesh, they 
constrain you to be circumcised . • . • neither they themselves 
who are circumcised keep the law ; but desire to have you 
circumcised, that they may glory in your flesh *." 

XVII L The remedy against misconstruction, in both 
Epistles, is to propose the severity of discipline against the 
very parties who abused it To Corinth, he writes : " I be- 
seech you, that I may not be bold when I am present with 
that confidence, wherewith I think to be bold against some, 
which think of us as if we walked according to the flesh. 
"For though we walk in the flesh, we do not war after the 
flesh (for the weapons of our warfare are not carnal, but 
mighty through God to the pulling down of strongholds) '." 
And to the other Church : << he that troubleth you shall bear 
his judgment, whosoever he be .... I would they were 
even cut off which trouble you ^." At the same time he 
offers, to the Corinthians, the alternative of repentance: 
" What will ye ? shall I come unto you with a rod, or in 
love, and in the spirit of meekness * ?" "I fear .... lest, 

when I come again I shall bewail many which have 

sinned already and have not repented *." And to the other 
Church : " Brethren, if a man be overtaken in a fault, ye 
which are spiritual, restore such an one in the spirit of 
meekness '." In one letter he hastened, in the person of 

1 2 Ck>r. X. 8 ; xi. 19—23. > Gal. vi. 12, 13. 

» 2 CJop. X. 2—4. * Gal. v. 10, 12. » 1 CJor. iv. 21. 

• 2 Cor. xii. 20,21. ' Gal. vi. 1. 
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Christ, to restore the penitent for the Church's sake, ^^ lest 
Satan should get an advantage of us, for we are not igno- 
rant of his devices";" in the other we learn something about 
these devices : ^^ Am I therefore become your enemy, be- 
cause I tell you the truth ? They zealously affect you, but 
not well ; yea, they would exclude you, that ye might affect 
them '." In the one letter, he quotes himself as ^^ pulling 
down strongholds ;'' in the other supposes the case of his 
building again that which he destroyed ^ 

XIX. To proceed with coincident portions of the com- 
mon design of the Epistles to Corinth and Galatia. The 
First Epistle to the Corinthians closes with the words, ^^if 
any man love not the Lord Jesus Christ, let him be ATiathema 
M aranatha '." Such is, as it were, the moral of an Epistle 
of binding. The Epistle to the Galatians begins with the 
like expressions : ^^ But though we, or an angel from heaven, 
preach any other gospel unto you than that which we have 
preached unto you, let him be accursed (anathema). As 
we said before, so say I now again. If any man preach any 
other gospel unto you than that ye have received, let him 
be accursed (anathema) '•" 

XX. Meanwhile, that the Apostle is speaking in both cases 
of the same persons is apparent To the Galatians their epi- 
thet is ^'false brethren*;" to the Corinthians "^afce Apostles." 
" Though we preach," he says to the Galatians; " transform- 
ing themselves into the Apostles of Christ," he says to the 
Corinthians *. The contrast between Apostles is heightened, 
in both places, by an illustration from angelic natures. In 
2 Cor. xi. 14, the declaration "and no marvel; for Satan 
himself is transformed into an angel of light," exactly leads 
to the supposed case put to the Galatians: "though an 
angel from heaven preach any other Gospel'." 

8 2 Cor. ii. 11. « Gal. iv. 16, 17. ' lb. ii. 18. 

'^ 1 Cor. xvi. 22. ^ g^I. i. 8, 9. * lb. ii. 4. 

5 2 Cor. xi. 13. « Gal. i. 8. 
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XXI. But the actions attributed to these persons, or to 
be expected from them, are still more alike, if we extract 
the 4th verse of the 11th chapter of 2 Corinthians, "If 
he that cometh preacheth another Jesus, whom we have not 
preached, or if ye receive another spirit, which ye have not 
received, or another gospel, which ye have not accepted, ye 
might well bear with him." Not only is this passage illus- 
trated by the Epistle to the Galatians, as we have seen 
above, at the words " another gospel^^ but in Galatians the 
other points are treated in one and the same method of argu- 
ment : " another Jesus :" compare Gal. iii. 1, " who hath 
bewitched you .... before whose eyes Jesus Christ hath 
been evidently set forth:" ^^ another Spirit :^^ compare Gal. 
iii. 2, " Received ye the Spirit by the works of the law, or 
by the hearing of faith ?" 

XXII. No other Epistles enter so circumstantially into 
the biography of St. Paul while a Christian, as do that to the 
Galatians and the second to the Corinthians. The verbal 
parallelism of Philippians iii. 4 — 6 with 2 Cor. xi. 22 relates 
to the Jewish claims of the Apostle to rank with the judaizing 
teachers, and only upon this Jewish part of the question 
trenches upon the biography of the Apostle. It is no ex- 
ception, therefore, to the asserted prominence of the bio- 
graphical coincidences in the Galatians and 2 Corinthians. 
But prominent and contemporary in both Epistles as is this 
autobiography, it does not go over the same ground. In 2 
Cor. xi. 32, 33, a beginning is made by the events at Damas- 
cus, given in full detail of names and dates, but there the 
life breaks off abruptly, as if such details were needless for 
his present purpose. In the first and second chapters to the 
Galatians, we have the particulars of the rest of his career, 
authenticated again by names and dates. This style must 
have been better adapted to his new purpose, which was to 
disprove the notion that he had borrowed his gospel from 
others, or changed it for theirs. 
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Would not the abundance of the revelations with which 
he had been favoured have been an argument of equal 
weight? We know that St. Paul esteemed it a strong 
ground of confidence, for he uses it to the Corinthians in his 
Second Epistle '. Avoiding this ground, however, he is con- 
tent simply to refer the Galatians to the occasions when 
" it pleased God to reveal his Son in him," and when he 
" went up again to Jerusalem," and that " by revelation "." 

But does not the priority of the 2 Corinthians here sug- 
gest itself? To admit the one fact, that his gospel was not 
obtained from man, at second hand, would not, in itself, have 
proved his gospel divine; but we see that a writer, so 
acute as St. Paul shows himself to have been, took for 
granted that it would. Does it not, then, follow that his 
gospel had been before attributed to divine revelation ? 
An argument to this effect, stands, at somewhat similar 
length to his present one, in the place where we might ex- 
pect it, in the Second Epistle to the Corinthians'. Whatever 
may have been in the writer's mind, such circumstances 
suffice to reconcile us to the fact of his .pursuing only one 
of his assertions, and yet drawing the conclusion as from 
both, when, in Gal. i. 1 1, 12, he says, " I certify you, bre- 
thren, that the gospel which was preached of me is not after 
man. For I neither received it of men, neither was I taught 
it, but by the revelation of Jesus Christ." 

XXIII. This solution of the diversity and accumulation 
of notices of his Gospel, applies to tlie title the Apostle 
assumes in the opening of the Epistle to the Galatians : 
" Paul, an apostle (not of men, neither by man, but by 
Jesus Christ, and God the Father, who raised him from 
the dead)." This title seems to challenge substantiation. 
But, indeed, it is substantiated by the same Epistles which 
prove the claims of his Gospel. The affirmative side of 

7 2 Cor. xii. 1—6. » Gal. i. 16 ; ii. 1, 2. » Ch. xii. 

G 
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either question, "by Jesus Christ," is found in 2 Corin- 
thians **, while the negative side " not of men, neither by 
man," is as fully proved in the Epistle to the Galatians. 

XXIV. How such a cry as " apostle of men " could have 
been raised against St. Paul remains to be considered. It 
may have been countenanced by language like that used in 
1 Cor. XV. 3, on the death and resurrection of Christ : " I 
delivered unto you first of all that which / also received;** 
and like that written in Heb. ii. 3, " which at the first began 
to be spoken by the Lord, and was confirmed to us by them 
that heard Him." The mode of speaking in these places, is 
not elsewhere adopted by St. Paul. Let it suffice, then, to 
urge that such a sentence as this to the Hebrews, or the 
other to the Corinthians, could not well be written after the 
above title in the Galatian Epistle, unless at such a distance 
of time that the whole controversy was forgotten. In fact, 
if we do not misuse these Apostolic titles, to decide upon the 
meaning and tendency of an entire Epistle, but rather wait 
till the bearing of the Epistle prove the title to be an essen- 
tial portion of the Epistle, we shall get a consistent theory 
out of these titles, and even out of the absence of them. No 
Apostleship named in the beginning of the Epistle to the 
Hebrews indicates there was no want of its claim to atten- 
tion. " Called to be an Apostle," in the First Epistle to the 
Corinthians \ has many points agreeing with it in the body 
of the Epistle : the contrasts of Cephas and Apollos ; the 
spectacle of the sufferings of the Apostles ; and, above all, 
the passage (ix. 2) : " If I be not an Apostle unto others, yet 
doubtless I am to you ; for the seal of mine apostleship are 
ye in the Lord." The title in the Second Epistle to the 
Corinthians, " Apostle, by the will of God '," demands the 
proof given in that Epistle from the abundance of the reve- 
lations with which he had been favoured. In Galatians, the 

»• Ch. xii. » 1 Cor. i. 1. ^2 Cor. i. 1. 
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enlarged form, " an Apostle, (not of men, neither by man, 
but by Jesus Christ,) '" requires every item to be established 
therein if that Epistle be the first, but requires only the 
negative point if it be the last, of a series of Epistles such 
as are now under review. 

XXV. The class of parallels turned to so good account 
by Paley, in the Horse Paulinae, differs in some respects from 
those which must prove our theory. His proof rests in the 
undesigned, our argument chiefly in the designed, coin- 
cidences. But the distinction is more in the argument de- 
duced than in the parallels which are to prove it. While 
we do not recognize the design of a coincidence, we may 
argue the contemporary labours of the same pen almost 
as fairly as Paley does the common authorship of the two 
writings in which the coincidence occurs. Now among the 
personal topics of these very letters, most of which, we have 
seen, can be connected with the general argument, one in- 
stance occurs of a coincidence, the design of which is not 
divulged. This coincidence, which may still be left among 
the undesigned, is in the mention of the " thorn in the flesh, 
the messenger of Satan to buffet me," which Paley identifies 
with " my temptation, which was in my flesh," comparing 
2 Cor. xii. 1 — 9 with Gal. iv. 1 1 — 16. Now, leaving this 
coincidence to the secret of the author's mind, we must re- 
member that it occurs in the two Epistles which we have 
grouped together by a discovered unity of purpose. A coin- 
cidence which we cannot trace to the general connexion 
between the two Epistles must be allowed the weight of its 
independent testimony. The time had arrived when a like 
appeal to the senses and memory of both Churches was pecu- 
liarly needed. 

XXVI. Without venturing to assert any thing respecting 
the nature of this infirmity or temptation, a further coinci- 
dence may be pointed out in the manner of its introduction 

» Gal. i. 1. 
«2 
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into the two letters. Let a person read them with the idea 
in his mind that the writer had been blind at the time of his 
first preaching^ and the beauty and appositeness of the 
thoughts will be enhanced. Gal. iv. 13— 1 5 : " Ye know how 
through infirmity of the flesh I preached the gospel unto 
you at the first. And my temptation which was in my flesh 
ye despised not, nor rejected ; but received me as an angel 
of God, even as Christ Jesus. Where is then the blessed- 
ness ye spake of? for I bear you record, that, if it had been 
possible, ye would have plucked out your own eyes, and have 
given them to we." The expression suits the notion of a de- 
fect in the preacher's sight. To the Corinthians, (2 ch, 
iv. V.) St. Paul compares the blindness of unbelievers with 
the light shining in his own heart; but then, he accom- 
panies this obvious comparison with not so obvious a per- 
sonal regret : " We have this treasure in earthen vessels *," 
as if those very revelations had been a cause of special trial, 
and as if strength of spiritual sight were made perfect in 
weakness of bodily vision. Speaking of his " light affliction," 
he is led to say, ^* While we look not at the things which 
are seen * :" and again, " We walk by faith, not by sight '." 

The above parallels are added for little purpose beyond 
the simple one of exhibiting a contemporary hand in these 
two Epistles, the 2 Corinthiians and the Galatians. The 
idea passes into other Epistles ; but if definition precedes the 
application of terms, the idea should have its origin in the 
Hebrews: "faith is . • . the evidence of things not seen '." 

XXVII. St. Paul describes a state of nonage in which 
the judaizing teachers actually held those Corinthians, and 
Galatians whom they could persuade to return to it, and in- 
sists upon Christians being out of such a nonage by an 
analogy drawn from the Jewish child attaining the age of 
responsibility. 

* 2 Cop. iv. 7. Mb. ver. 18. 

• lb. V. 7. ' Heb. xi. 1. 
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The custom was, for the Jewish father, on his son's com- 
pleting his thirteenth year, to witness before ten other Jews 
that bis son was out of his nonage, and become a son of the 
precept^ whereby he was in future to answer in person for 
his actions, for which, previously, his father had been re- 
sponsible. It seems that a like period of infancy was sought 
to be observed under the Christian dispensation. 

The general principle is referred to in one place, con- 
trasting the full age of Christianity with the nonage of 
Judaism. '^ Now I say, That the heir, as long as he is a 
child, differeth nothing from a servant, though he be lord of 
all ; but is under tutors and governors until the time ap- 
pointed of the father • . . . But when the fulness of the time 
was come, God sent forth his Son, made of a woman, made 
under the law, to redeem them that were under the law, 
that we might receive the adoption of sons .... How turn 
ye again" (he therefore asks of the Galatians) " to the weak 
and beggarly elements, whereunto ye desire again to be in 
bondage • ? " 

XXVIII. The age at which the Jewish child took upon 
himself the profession of obedience to the law, was referred to 
in another passage, as we may j udge from the way in which 
St. Paul draws attention to the allegory of Hagar : " Tell 
me, ye that desire to be under the law, do ye not hear the 
law • ? " and from the point in the law to which they were re- 
ferred, which was the distinction between the sons born after 
the flesh and after the spirit* Now Ishn ael was thirteen 
years old when he was circumcised ; and being cast out for 
mocking on the same day that Isaac was weaned, fourteen 
years was the age at which the son of the bondwoman 
became responsible, and lost the heritage of the son of the 
free. 

XXIX. That which at first diverts attention from this 

« Gal. iv. 1, 2. 4, 6. 9. » lb. ver. 21. 
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fourteenth year of a Jewish child's completed pupilage, is 
St. Paul's use of the same term of years in regard to him- 
self^ of whom he says, ^' I knew a man in Christ about four- 
teen years ago (wpo hQv SsKaTSffddpwv) . . . caught up to 
the third heaven \" But a connexion is found in the figure 
by which he transfers to himself the case of the misled 
Corinthian converts, and the analogy is full of reality. Had 
the first thirteen years of a believer been years of infirmity, 
St Paul will glory therein. The fact of his being caught 
up into paradise he repeats twice, as one might afi&rm 
it of another, but as often withdraws from knowing of 
himself whether he were then in the body or out of the 
body. All that we know of the revelation and the fourteen 
years is, that they are somehow connected, but it seems the 
Apostle's purpose to baffle the observing days, and months, 
and times, and years. It is the argument alone tells us that 
the revelation occurred in years which might be considered 
years of infirmity. 

XXX. These two fourteen years, the one implied in the 
Epistle to the Galatians, and the other mentioned in the 
second Epistle to the Corinthians, but in a way which 
would be most intelligible to the original receivers of that 
letter, require another passage from the Epistle to the Gala- 
tians to explain their connexion. For in that Epistle is 
another reference to a period of fourteen years in St. Paul's 
life, and (by the mention in both places of a revelation 
attendant upon it) we might suppose the same fourteen 
years dating from his conversion. " Then fourteen years 
after I went up again to Jerusalem with Barnabas, and took 
Titus with me also. And 1 went up by revelation*." 
This "fourteen years" we may take to be after "it pleased 
God .... to reveal his Son in" St. Paul, that he "might 
preach him among the heathen "." On this visit to Jerusalem 

» 2 Cor. xii. 2. ^ Qj^j, jj, i^ 2. » lb. i. 16, 16. 
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St. Paul was allowed to continue in his gospel to the Gen- 
tiles and in his liberty in Christ Jesus, the Apostles con- 
senting to divide their missions, while they retained commu- 
nion. 

A "fourteen years" of St. Paul's life thus brings us back 
to the subject of converts, such as Titus, being or not being 
compelled to be circumcised, while the analogy to the 
Jewish custom is kept, in St. Paul becoming personally 
responsible, and out of the tutelage of those who were in 
Christ before him. 

XXXI. There are expressions important enough to 
stamp the character of an Epistle by the manner in which 
they are introduced and used in it. The expression " a new 
creature" {Kaivri KTimg) is of this kind. 

It could not be introduced for the first time without some 
explanatory context. In Hebrews, 1 Corinthians, and 
1 and 2 Thessalonians, it is not found at all. In 2 Corin- 
thians it rises out of the subject of that Epistle, the ministry 
of reconciliation. " Therefore if any man be in Christ he 
is a new creature : old things are passed away ; behold all 
things are become new. And all things are of God, who 
hath reconciled us to Himself by Jesus Christ, and hath 
given to us the ministry of reconciliation *." In the Gala- 
tians (vi. 15) it simply forms part of a dogma assumed and 
argued upon in a closing summary of the contents of that 
Epistle. In the Philippians and Romans (6th and 7th 
chapters) the subject is felt, but in the Ephesians it is the 
prevailing topic, and, therefore, as of course, it is so in the 
Colossians also. Does not this distinction suggest a division 
of the Epistles into two groups, composed, as above enume- 
rated, of those before and those after the second Epistle to 
Corinth ? It is not meant that the idea was remote from the 

* 2 Cor. V. 17, 18. 
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mind of the writer, even in the Epistles * which do not name 
it expressly, but only that its mention indicates a stage in 
the argument The " new covenant" of the Epistle to the 
Hebrews and 1 Corinthians precedes the "new creature" 
of 2 Corinthians and Galatians, while the " newness of the 
spirit," " the old man," &c., of Romans and Ephesians, are 
phrases of later thought and growth in argument. 

XXXII. It is important that we test the order of the 
Epistolary argument by this word. Can we ascertain, from 
points in connexion with it, that we have rightly arranged 
the Epistle to Galatia after the Epistles to Corinth ? This 
we can from the aphorism which contains, in the former, 
these words, ^ the new creature.' If two letters repeat an 
aphorism in nearly the same language, there is reason to 
believe them the more nearly contemporary of such a series. 
But observe the context defining the new creature occurs in 
2 Corinthians, the Epistle we suppose intermediate to those 
containing an aphorism, differing only by this word. 

I Cor. vii. 19 : " Circumcision is nothing, and uncircum- 
cision is nothing, but the keeping of the commandments of 
God." Gal. V. 6 : " For in Jesus Christ neither circum- 
cision availeth any thing, nor uncircumcision : but faith 
which worketh by love." Gal. vi. 15 : " For in Christ 
Jesus neither circumcision availeth any thing, nor uncir- 
cumcision, but a new creature." 

We should almost have pronounced the argument station- 
ary, judging from the repetition of the first part of the 
aphorism, but the variety in the second part tells us that 
the argument had changed from keeping the command- 
ments to faith working by love, and to the new creature. 
The Epistle to the Galatians gives an historic demonstration 
how valueless were circumcision and uncircumcision, and 
casts a retrospect on the law perverted, and on love fulfilling 

* Hebrews ix. 11 speaks of a tabernacle ov ravnic ^nc Kriffeiog. 
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the law, and, by restoration of the neighbour overtaken in a 
fault, proceeds, as 2 Corinthians had done before it, to the 
rule of " the new creature." This is surely an independent 
confirmation of the passage in 2 Corinthians being the found- 
ation of the rest, which introduce the new creature. 

XXXIII. The above is not the only aphorism of the 
Epistles to the Corinthians repeated to the Galatians. ^^ A 
little leaven leaveneth the whole lump" occurs in 1 Cor. v. 6, 
and also in Gal. v. 9. But this, again, is a sign of the con- 
tinuity of the argument, from the need of " keeping the 
commandments" to the avail of ^' faith working by love;" 
for in the former St. Paul applies the principle to the Gen-, 
tile leaven of the fornicating brother, in the latter to the 
old leaven of the judaizing Christian. 

The relations, therefore, between the Epistle to the 
Galatians and other Epistles, bear evidence in this chapter 
chiefly to two points ; firstly, that the Epistle to the He- 
brews preceded that to the Galatians; secondly, that of 
all other Epistles submitted to examination, the second Epi- 
stle to the Corinthians has the most intimate coincidence 
with that to the Galatians. Principal points of Christian 
doctrine, such as the Mediator^ &c., abruptly or obscurely 
introduced to the Galatians, receive explanation from dis- 
cussions on the same points, free from obscurity, to the 
Hebrews. A single hortatory passage to the Galatians 
contains three or four words of striking epistolary import, 
such as boast^ &c., but the particular use of all of them is 
derivable from a more general usage in the Epistle to the 
Hebrews. This similarity, which appears in the derivation 
. of words, corroborates the impression that subjects of the 
Epistle to the Hebrews are resumed to the Galatians after 
the Epistles to Corinth. But the especial connexion be- 
tween the Second Epistle to the Corinthians and the Epistle 
to the Galatians is evinced by their connected accoimt of 
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an inconsistency charged against St. Paul, namely, of 
preaching circumcision, because his separation of a Chris- 
tian offender seemed like a Jewish separation ; by coinci- 
dences relating to an anathema laid against certain false 
brethren, authors of this perversion of Christian discipline ; 
by supplemental notices of the Christian period of St. Paul's 
biography; by supplemental proofs that his Gospel was 
not human, but divine, his Apostleship not of men, but of 
God ; by coincident appeals to his early years of infirmity ; 
by mutual illustration as to the fourteenth year from his 
conversion ; by the freshness in both Epistles of the topic, 
the new creature, its efficacy and necessity. 

This list of coincidences may serve to show that there is 
a connected system in the £pistles, and that among the 
most closely united are the Epistles to Corinth and Galatia. 
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CHAPTER V. 

ON THE RELATIONS EXISTING BETWEEN THE EPISTLE TO 
THE ROMANS AND OTHER EPISTLES. 

I. Although we may have drawn the Epistles to the 
Galatians and Corinthians into closer connexion, by exhi- 
biting in them the presence of a common topic so local as 
the case of the Corinthian offender ; yet it might be doubted 
whether any such connexion would be continued in an 
Epistle of great generality to strangers, like the Romans. 
In vain does the Epistle to the Romans present the most 
marked parallels to the Epistle to the Galatians; for an 
incident at Corinth could scarcely be expected to combine 
into one group the Epistles to two stranger cities. Compa- 
rison, however, will showj that the Epistle to the Romans 
might owe its origin, remotely and by intervention of other 
Epistles, to the first Epistle to the Corinthians. 

In the Corinthian Epistles, we have an offence with its 
punishment and absolution ; in the Galatian, we have this 
treatment the subject of misrepresentation and cavil ; in the 
Roman, we have the generalization : — all are under sin, but 
we are justified by the Death of Christ, and shall be saved 
by His Life. The combination of circumstances at Corinth 
is sufficient to account for such passages to the Romans as 
" do we then make void the law through faith?" " What, 
then, shall we sin because we are not under the law, but 
under faith ?" inquiries affecting both the persons who cavil 
at the pardon of an offence, and the persons who would 
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presume upon it. On no other occasion of the Apostle's 
history was the Jew in a better position to put such objec- 
tions than after the event at Corinth. The whole Jewish 
spirit of self-righteousness was aroused against the one 
sinner that repenteth. To such Jews the Apostle says, in 
the Epistle to the Romans, " The free gift is of many 
offences unto justification \" " There is, therefore, now no 
condemnation to them . . . who walk . . . after the spirit'." 
" Much more then, being now justified by His Blood, we 
shall be saved from wrath through Him"." 

This generalization is consistent with the representation 
Neander has given of the Apostle's mode of reasoning. 
" In the example of Paul, we recognize the peculiar cha- 
racter of the Apostolic mode of refuting error, and how it 
differs from that of later times. While this busies itself with 
the confutation of particular error, Paul, on the contrary, 
seized the root of the doctrine in its peculiar religious, fun- 
damental tendency, from which all the particular errors 
proceeded, and opposed to it the spirit of the GospeP." 

II. Another characteristic of the Epistle to the Romans 
is, that its argument, as far as the eleventh chapter, pre- 
sents points of contact with each and every one of the main 
arguments of the other Epistles; and that these points of 
contact seem to occur in nearly the same order as that in 
which we suppose the other Epistles to have been written. 

Thus leaving for future consideration the relation of the 
Epistles to the Romans and Hebrews, we find these fol- 
lowing parallels between the Epistles to the Romans and 
the First to the Corinthians. In 1 Cor. iv. 5: ** Judge 
nothing before the time, until the Lord come. Who both will 
bring to light the hidden things of darkness, and will make 
manifest the counsels of the hearts." In Rom. ii. 1 : 

1 Chap. V. 16. • lb. viii. 1. » lb. y. 9. 

* Planting of the Christian Church, Vol. I. Book 3, chap. 8, tranalated by 
J. £. R)^land. 1842. 
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" Therefore thou art inexcusable, O man, whosoever thou 
art that judgest: for wherein thou judgest another, thou 
eondemnest thyself; for thou that judgest doest the same 
things." Here is the point in which one Epistle most evi- 
dently continues the other. It represses the censorious 
spirit which characterized the disputes at Corinth. The 
opening chapters of one Epistle recall those of the other. 
The wisdom-seeking Greek had had Christ preached to 
him, whom he counted foolishness *. The Greek and bar- 
barian, professing themselves to be wise, become fools in 
rejection of God *. The sign-seeking Jew had found a 
stumbling-block in the doctrine of Christy that the base 
things of the world had been chosen %- and now again 
they who monopolize their boast of God, learn how un- 
circumcision shall be counted for circumcision ^, 

The Epistles to the Thessalonians, treating as they do of 
the approaching day of Christ, and of the apostacy which 
must precede it, offer occasion for parallels in the early parts 
of the Epistle to the Romans, on the wrath revealed from 
heaven against those who hold or withhold the truth in un- 
righteousness * ; on the delusion which they believe to their 
own damnation * ; and on the vengeance of God ' in tlie 
judgment. 

The contact of the Epistle to the Romans and the 
Second Epistle to the Corinthians is, where it might be ex- 
pected, at the main point of the argument of the latter 
Epistle, the reconciliation of sinners by God not imputing 
their trespasses unto them. This will be seen by a refer- 
ence to the fifth chapters of these two Epistles, although it 
is always a contact of continued generalization more than of 
simple verbal coincidence. 



« 1 Cor. i. 22, 23. « Rom. i. 22. 

7 1 Cor. i. 23. • Ibid. ver. 28. 

» Rom. ii. 17.26. > Ibid. i. 18 ; 2 Thess. i. ii. 

a 2 Thess. ii. ; Rom. i. 28, &c. ^ 2 Tliess. i. 7—10 ; Rom. ii. 5 ; iii. 5. 



Digiti 



zed by Google 



94 ON THE RELATIONS EXISTING BETWEEN 

The parallels of the Epistles to the Galatians and Romans 
are multiplied and obvious. There is offered to the Romans 
an ampler demonstration of nearly every point touched to 
the Galatians, but no argument is repeated to precisely the 
same purpose. We may, as an instance, compare St. Paul's 
inferences from identical quotations of Scripture *, in the 
matter of Abraham's faith. In the one Epistle he draws a 
conclusion at once, while in the other he takes a whole 
chapter to substantiate what might at first sight seem the 
same truth. The contact between these Epistles is chiefly 
seen at the 6th and 7th chapters to the Romans, and is of 
course made at the main topic of the Epistle to the Gala- 
tians, namely, justification. 

The example of the Epistles to Corinth and Galatia, in 
giving parallels to the Epistle to the Romans at their re- 
spective main themes, is seen in the case of the other 
Epistles. It confirms the theory according to which we 
place the Epistle to the Romans after the hitherto examined 
Epistles, to observe the special purpose of the Epistle to the 
Philippians. While it pursues the personal topic of the 
Galatian and Second Corinthian Epistles by recounting the 
Apostle's loss of all for Christ's sake, it makes this topic 
serve the general purpose of inducing Christians to possess 
in themselves the self-denying mind of Christ. On this 
point, this Epistle developes the exhortations which in 
Rom. xi. 20, xii. 16, xv. 2, flow from the asserted equal 
privileges and responsibilities of Jewish and Gentile Chris- 
tians. 

The general impression of the Epistle to the Colossians 
is, to derive the fulness of Christian privileges and duties 
from the open declaration of the Gospel, its object seeming 
to be to assure the Christian that he (whether Jew or Gen- 
tile) is complete in Christ ; its contact with the Epistle to the 

* Rom. iv. 3 ; Gal. iii. 6. 
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Romans is felt in the description of the baptismal burial and 
rising again with Christ ' , as well as in those parts in which 
the Epistles to the Romans and Ephesians have their 
contact. 

The Epistle to the Ephesians opens with the subjects of 
predestination and election, at which the argumentative part 
of the Epistle to the Romans ended. The chapters from 
the eighth to the eleventh, in which these two topics are in- 
troduced to the Romans, are also those in which most verbal 
parallels are to be found between that Epistle and the 
Epistle to the Ephesians. The Headship of Christ over all 
things, may be considered a main doctrine of this latter 
Epistle, and one of the three several climaxes which the 
three latest Epistles add to the Roman argument. 

The above comparison of the special topics of the several 
Epistles with those of the Epistle to Rome (subject to the 
doubt which attends all selections of supposed main themes), 
proves that this last-named Epistle is not foreign to the 
series ; but a generalization of the previous, and a ground of 
the later Epistles. The unity of the system would seem 
evident from this fact. This Epistle is argued in a manner so 
deep and abstract, that one might expect it to show how the 
whole argument arose. Every effort being made by the 
Apostle to set his subject in the most logical position before 
a new and great audience, we should imagine here, more 
than in any other Epistle, we had got the order of his 
general argument. The order in which the topics in the 
Epistle to the Romans follow each other, might well be the 
order in which the whole correspondence proceeded. This 
order coincides with our hypothesis with apparent certainty 
in regard to three at least of the Epistles, namely, those to 
the Corinthians, Galatians, and Ephesians. 

III. There are one or two short and easy confirmations 

* Rom. vi ; Col. ii. 12 ; iii. 1—4. 
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of the Epistle to the Romans being a generalization of the 
previous arguments. 

1. The double character of the sin contrasted in the 
first and second chapters to the Romans, carries with it 
the strongest evidence of one purpose pervading all the 
Epistles. There is the sin against chastity and the sin 
against charity, answering the one to the leaven of 
the Gentile, the other to the leaven of the Jew; the 
licentious sinner of the first, and the censorious sinner of 
the second chapter to the Romans, correspond with the 
Corinthian and the Thessalonian ; the fornicator and the 
profane. These two characters the Apostle had seen di- 
viding the Church ; and a remembrance of them now influ- 
enced the impressions under which he writes to Rome. 
The Greeks' wisdom was now become the very foolishness 
of sin, the Jews' sign-seeking was turned to the sin of judg- 
ing. The Apostle's discipline for the immoral Christian had 
been defined by the example taken out of one part of his 
diocese, and the discipline of the censorious busybody had 
been distinguished in an instance taken from another part of 
it; now these two most general and opposite faults, the 
pride of dead works and the license of dead faith, are set 
over against each other in the front of the Epistle to Rome. 
These are the types of sin which classify those who hold the 
truth in unrighteousness. Even from their birth the one 
and the other " are without excuse *." 

2. The Jews had imagined that the Gentile bom out of 
covenant with God would, as from his very birth, incur the 
penalty due to sin. To distinguish, therefore, between the 
sin of the Gentile and his Gentile birth appears to be a 
general design, belonging in common to the whole series of 
Epistles, and causes the Apostle to prove to the Romans 
all, both Jews and Gentiles, under sin* The distinction 
between the sin and the birth of the Gentile connects the 

< Rom. i. 20 ; ii. 1. 
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various Epistles in these places: in Heb. xii. 15, where^we 
find sin in Christians defiling others ; in 1 Cor. v. 9, 10, the 
sinner rather than the Gentile singled out for avoidance ; in 
2 Cor. vi. 11 — 18, permission given to restore the penitent 
to the Christian society, and the recompence asked that they 
would mark the distinction more decidedly, without mis- 
taking the Apostle's real purpose ; in Galatians, St. Peter's 
separation distinguished from St. Paul's. Now, all these 
passages have their proper climax in the exposure of the 
wilful confusion of the sin with the birth of the Gentile, and 
of the innate evil principle on which the mistake is founded, 
here in the Epistle to the Romans* 

The defilement to be feared from the presence of such an 
oifender, is mentioned under analogies bearing a complex 
connexion in Heb. xii. 15 : " Lest any root of bitterness 
springing up trouble you, and thereby many be defiled ;" 
1 Cor. V. 6, 7 : " Know ye not that a little leaven leaveneth 
the whole lump ? Purge out therefore the old leaven, that 
ye may be a new lump;" and Gal. v. 7 — 9: "Ye did run 
well ; who did hinder you .... a little leaven leaveneth 
the whole lump." The comparisons to the root and leaven 
meet in one figure to the Romans, xi. 16 : " For if the 
first-fruit be holy, the lump is also holy : and if the root 
be holy, so are the branches;" while these places of the 
Epistles to the Hebrews and Galatians are united with 
one another by the obstruction they allude to, in the path 
of Christians. The connexion between the parts of the 
general argument is felt in the connexion of the meta- 
phors which are so intertwined in each Epistle, as to need 
the whole series to be compared before the appearance of 
confusion or contradiction is entirely removed. 

These two considerations then, the double course of the 
argument dealing at once with the sin and the birth ques- 
tion, and the double character of the sins reproved as con- 
fessed vices and self-satisfied condemnation of others, assure 
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US that the Roman argument is a part of the general system, 
in which the Apostle keeps constantly in view this discri- 
mination of things confused by his opponents. 

IV. It remains to give one sign of the position of the 
Episde to the Romans in that general argument. This 
position may be roughly shown from the very parenthetic 
title which the Apostle assumes at the beginning of his 
Epistle to the Romans. In a former case we have said 
that these titles usually have their confirmation in the body 
of the Epistle which contains them. And doubtless this also 
is the case with the Roman Epistle and the title at the head 
of it. But both Epistle and Apostolic title are likewise 
results of a foregone argument. As such, the address sup- 
plies a probable order to the Epistle. 

Cleared of parentheses, the address would run thus: 
" Paul . . . separated unto the Gospel of God . . . con- 
cerning his Son Jesus Christ our Lord ... to all that be 
in Rome.** Of the parentheses, that in the third verse 
respecting the Gospel and its being promised before by the 
Prophets, may refer us to the address of the Epistle to the 
Hebrews, and as will be shown in the next section, probably 
signifies the doctrines contained in that Epistle. The 
second parenthesis respects the seed of David, according 
to the flesh, being declared {opicrOivroq) to be the Son of 
God by the resurrection of the dead ; this also may be the 
digression in which the objective doctrines to the Hebrews 
have been seen developed in the subjective doctrines of the 
first Corinthian and other Epistles. But the next paren- 
thesis, " by whom we have received grace and apostleship 
for obedience to the faith," determines the state of the con- 
troversy, and the issue of the previous Epistles. "This 
Apostleship, as not of men," &c., we have already seen St. 
Paul labouring to enforce in the Epistles which we place 
immediately before this to the Romans. And now we may 
add, that the expression to the Romans, "separated (a^w 
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pKTfiivog) unto the Gospel," is just that of which the Gala- 
tians had been persuaded by him, who was ^^ separated " 
from his mother's womb, and was called by grace to reveal 
the Son of God among the heathen ^ Separation is just 
that point and topic of which the Apostle is the object in 
his own person after the Corinthian and Galatian, the 
Pauline and Petrine, separation had turned thitherward the 
ciurrent of the correspondence. 

Having now shown how the Epistle to the Romans holds 
a necessary position, and what is its probable position, in the 
Epistolary series, the design of the ensuing sections will be, 
to use this Epistle to develope further the true nature of 
the Epistle to the Hebrews, and to group in succession 
round some of the more striking passages to the Romans, 
such facts as tend to illustrate the general system and order 
of the Epistles. 

f GaL I 16, 16. 
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CHAPTER v. 
SECTION 11. 

RELATION BETWEEN THE EPISTLE TO THE ROMANS AND 
THE EPISTLES TO THE HEBREWS, 1 CORINTHIANS, AND 
THESSALONIANS. 

I. The object of instituting a comparison between the 
parallel passages of the first Epistle to the Corinthians 
and the Epistle to the Romans is not to prove merely 
the priority of the first-named Epistle. This is the most 
patent and certain fact in the whole of the chronology of 
the Epistles. To the Romans, St. Paul notices his being 
on his way to Jerusalem with those contributions of Mace- 
donia and Achaia ^ the making of which is ordered in the 
first Epistle to the Corinthians ', and the mdking^up of which 
is arranged in the second Epistle '. St. Paul went to 
Corinth in the interval between writing the second Epistle 
to the Corinthians and the Epistle to the Romans. 

The Epistle to the Romans being obviously after the 
Corinthian Epistles, no further direct proof of its being 
after the Epistle to the Hebrews will be given, both be- 
cause the former chapters treat of the priority of the Epistle 
to the Hebrews before those to Corinth, and because in the 
present section a proof of the sequence of the Roman Epis- 

» Rom. XV. 26—27. M Cor. xvi. 1. » 2 CJor. ix. 6. 



Digiti 



zed by Google 



RELATION BETWEEN, &C. 101 

tie to the Hebrew one is involved in the consistency of the 
plan, which regards the Epistle to the Hebrews as the first 
member of a series of Epistles, having for a common 
object the warning against the danger of the judaizing 
apostasy. 

II. If we are to neglect the inscription i^ Trpoc ^Efipalovg 
kirKTroXfi as not by the author's own hand, there is little in- 
ternal evidence of the Epistle being addressed to particular 
emergencies, besides the character of the persons whose 
spiritual danger was contemplated in the hortatory passages. 
" Ye are dull of hearing '* (IttcI vdiflpoi ycYovarc raXg aKodig), 
says the writer in the fifth chapter, " for when for the time 
ye ought to be teachers, ye have need that one teach 
you again which be the first principles of the oracles of 
God," &c. " But, beloved," continues the writer in the sixth 
chapter, " we are persuaded better things of you, and 
things that accompany salvation, though we thus speak, 
. . . and we desire that every one of you do show the 
same diligence to the full assurance of hope unto the end . 
that ye be not slothful (void/ool), but followers of them who 
through faith and patience inherit the promises *." Here, 
the qualities of the persons addressed are found to be, so 
far as our version is concerned, " dull of hearing" in the 
beginning, ^^ slothful" in the end, of this passage; but these 
qualities are expressed by one word, vcuOpol, in the original, 
defined by the need of being taught again when for the time 
one ought to teach. 

Now, different degrees of familiarity with particular 
Christian doctrines are not meant in the passages where 
this epithet vwdpoi is twice employed: rather, when we 
observe how the supposition, ^' if they shall fall away who 
were once enlightened," intervenes between the two uses of 
the word ; we should imagine the writer anticipated a danger 

* Heb. V. 11— yi. 12. 
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no less than that of a relapse into Judaism after conversion 
to Christianity. For, in the eighth chapter to the Hebrews, 
we have the same need of men teaching, and being taught, 
referred to, when the distinction between the Old and New 
Covenant is shown to consist in this ; " They shall not 
teach every man his neighbour, and every man his brother, 
saying, Know the Lord : for all shall know Me, from the 
least to the greatest " : " and in the tenth chapter there is a 
like description of the " covenant that I will make with them 
after those days, saith the Lord, I will put My laws into 
their hearts *." 

III. Other hortatory passages plainly warn again apos- 
tasy : such as, in the third chapter : " Take heed, brethren, 
lest there be in any of you an evil heart of unbelief, in 
departing from the living God ^" spoken by way of stimulus 
towards the true rest ; and in the tenth chapter, as an in- 
ducement to patience under af&iction : ^^ Cast not away there- 
fore your confidence, which hath great recompence of reward 
... if any man draw back, my soul shall have no pleasure 
in him'.'* And whatever is not, in general terms, directed 
against sin, as for instance : " If we sin wilfully after that 
we have received the knowledge of the truth '," exhibits a 
contrast between the motives of a Christian and a Jew : '^ If 
the word spoken by angels was stediiEist . . . how shall we 
escape, if we neglect so great salvation * ? " and, " If they 
escaped not who refused him that spake on earth, much 
more shall not we escape, if we turn away from Him that 
speaketh from heaven '." 

We find, then. Christians who had been early converted 
to the faith, (since for the time they ought to be teachers) 
addressed, in the mass, upon the danger of apostasy. Such 
Christians could only be Jewish Christians, declining from 
the faith to the law ; for to these alone could previous pos* 

» Heb. viii. IL • lb. x. 16. ' lb. iii. 12. ■ lb. x. 36—38. 

" lb. ver. 26, » lb. ii. 2, 3. > lb. xii. 26. 
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session of the form of knowledge in the law give such a 
precedence, that " they ought to be teachers." Moreover, 
the admission, that one section of Christians might have 
precedence over another, implies a period not long after 
Christianity had supplanted Judaism; for in the fuller 
development of Christianity the right of precedence, 
grounded on an earlier knowledge of God, would fail. This 
relapse to Judaism, and the consequent temptation or per- 
version of the Gentiles to the same errors, constituted the 
emergency to which the series of Epistles may chiefly be 
attributed. This, too, might well cause the Apostle to 
open the series with an Epistle in which no minor particular 
intrudes among its personal topics. 

IV. If these conclusions appear more than are warranted 
by the evidence deducible from the Epistle to the Hebrews 
alone, they will be justified by their consistency with what 
may be deduced from other Epistles, respecting the parties 
addressed in them as Hebrews. 

The whole Jewish boast, in Rom. ii. 17—20, might be 
brought to bear upon this definition of the persons to whom 
the Epistle to the Hebrews was addressed. The claims 
of superiority over the Gentiles : " And art confident thou 
thyself art a guide of the blind, a light of them which 
are in darkness, an instructor of the foolish, a teacher of 
babes, which hast the form of knowledge and of the truth 
in the law';" with their condemnation : "Thou therefore which 
teachest another, teachest thou not thyself* ?" afford a direct 
test of the truth of our supposition respecting the Hebrews. 

St. Paul must be supposed to speak throughout to one set 
of persons ; through the Church of Rome he speaks to the 
Jew of every Church ; in the Epistle to the Hebrews he 
seems to do so likewise ; the string of Jewish vaunts in the 
Roman Epistle recognizes the language in the Corinthian, 
but the Epistle to the Hebrews contains the germ of both. 
3 Rom. ii. 19, 20. * lb. ver. 21. 
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Whether at the Epistle to the Hebrews, or at that to the 
Romans, the question be asked, ^ from what state were these 
persons expected to pass into the position of teachers?' the 
answer must be, ^from the law;' these, having been in- 
structed out of the law themselves, were expected to become 
teachers of others through their early advantages. On this 
simple acknowledgment of the common period, or phase of 
religion, to which they refer, the Roman passage * may be 
developed out of the Hebrew one *, and the like language 
in the other Epistles will proceed from definition to con- 
ventional usage, in a connected manner, according to our 
order. 

V. In examining the expression, " teacher of babes," — 
signs of the first use of vrivioci &c., appear on the side of 
the Epistle to the Hebrews. 

In the Epistle to the Hebrews there is a definition of both 
the figures of speech : the babe is there defined to be one 
using milk, unskilful in the word of righteousness, needing 
to be taught again first principles ; the opposite character, 
rlXccoC) the ftdl groum^ is likewise defined, as one to whom 
belongs strong meat, who for the time should be a teacher, 
to whom, use of the senses has given discernment'. 

VI. In the first Epistle to the Corinthians these epithets 
are mixed with others in a way which defines them so little, 
that we can only give the Apostle's meaning without bias, 
when we leave them untranslated. Thus, the Apostle tells 
the Corinthians of a spiritual wisdom which he speaks 
" among them that are perfect '," by which class none better 
may be meant than the Epistle to the Hebrews means by 
" them that are of full age *," the words being in the original 
the same. Avoiding confusion by leaving the epithets 
untranslated, we find then, this kind of person, the r Aecoc? 
is in 1 Cor. ii. 6, &c. contrasted as to spiritual discem- 

» Rom. ii. 20, 21. « Heb. v. 12—14. 

' rcXcioiy, 1 Cor. ii. 6. «» Heb. v. 14. 
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ment with the )pvx'LK6g ; these two terms are next changed 
into the irvhVfiariKhc and aapiccKoC} contrasted with somewhat 
similar effect ; for immediately afterwards the epithet vfivio^ 
restores us to the very contrast of the Epistle to the 
Hebrews \ When thus v^ttcoc is contrasted with r Aeioc 
;^fter such an interval, the two descriptions of food, the milk 
and the meatj are also at once contrasted, as though there 
had been retained in the mind the same definition of infancy 
and age as was expressed in the other Epistle '. 

VII. In some passages, the conception of these characters 
might appear equally broad and simple in the two Epistles, 
identifying Christianity with the adult and Judaism with 
the infant age. Thus the Epistle to the Hebrews explains 
how the Christian has been put in the way of salvation : 
" For the law made nothing perfect (crcXsfaiacy), but the 
bringing in of a better hope did ; by the which we draw 
nigh unto God '.'' And the same identification of the re- 
spective ages with the two dispensations is perceived in the 
other Epistle : " For we know in part, and we prophesy in 
part. But when that which is perfect (rlXccov) is come, then 
that which is in part shall be done away. When I was a 
child (v^Trioc)} I spake as a child, I understood as a child, I 
thought as a child : but when I became a man, I put away 
childish things *" But, even here, a quality is implied in 
the Corinthian vriirio^^ beyond that of the simple babe in 
understanding, of the Hebrew Epistle. For the extract is 
from the Corinthian chapter on charity ; and precisely the 
opposite quality of dissension or quarrelsomeness is con- 
nected with the Corinthian vriinog in the other places. 
That passage in their Epistle which first introduced the 
v^Triocj was continued by a proof of their being carnal (aa/o- 
KiKOc) through contejitions '. And that which last brings it 
in, annexes the same idea : ^^ Brethren, be not children in 

» 1 Cor. ii. 6— iiL 1. » 1 Cor. iii. 2. » Heb. vii. 19. 

* 1 Cor. xiii. 9—11. * lb. iii. 3, &c. 
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understanding : howbeit in malice be ye children ( vt|iria^cre), 
but in understanding be men'" (rlXcioi ylvtadi). 

VIII. Now this is not merely a logical development; for, 
seeking the uses in another Epistle of a metaphor duly de- 
fined to the Hebrews, we find that the qualities added to 
the primary notion of the ^babe' are, in the other Epistle^ 
precisely those which indicate the growth of controversy. 
If there was contentiousness in the character described by 
v^TrcoC) to the Hebrews, this characteristic was suppressed to 
them. How much more likely that it was subsequently 
exhibited to the Corinthians as controversy called it forth ! 

IX. In the Epistle to the Galatians another term (Sou- 
Xoc)) a bound person, is combined with vrimo^ ; the passage 
introducing vi^ttcoc being : '^ Now I say, that the heir, as 
long as he is a child (v^Trioc)} differeth nothing from a ser- 
vant (806X01;), though he be lord of all ^" An assertion 
is here made of the bondage of the child, not of the child- 
hood of the bound person. The childhood is a point as- 
sumed. 

X. The childhood which is thus assumed to define a 
religious state, and the return to which is to be proved (to 
the Galatians) a return to bondage, is the period of the 
law: " We, when we were children (v^Trcoi), were in bond- 
age under the elements (vtto ra aroixtia) of the world — 
but now — how turn ye again to the weak and beggarly 
elements {aToixtua)<, whereunto ye desire again to be in 
bondage ' ?" The word (aroixtia), for elements, has been 
inserted from the original in this passage, in order to show 
that a supposition of the Apostle using the same terms, in 
two Epistles, to denote different religious states, destroys his 
meaning ; and to prove that the easiest way to understand 



« 1 Cor. xiv. 20. 

' Gal. iv. 1. — Heb. v. 8, 9, proves this respecting the ** Lord of all," and 
it is true of the " many sons" by Heb. ii. 10. 16. 
• Gal. iv. 3. 9. 
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him is, with verbal accuracy, to connect his Epistles. The 
boast in the Epistle to the Romans is : " What advantage 
then hath the Jew ? . . . chiefly, because that unto them 
were committed the oracles of God" (rd \6yia tov 9cou '). 
These two Epistles then, to the Romans and Galatians, find 
the fulness of their abbreviated expressions in the passage of 
the Epistle to the Hebrews we have been, in this present 
chapter, comparing with the rest :^" Ye have need that one 
teach you again which be the first principles of the oracles 
of God " (ra (rroixBia t^C apxrjg twv Xoyiwv tov Gsov *). 
Hence there cannot be any thing more certain, than that the 
Jewish state is the one from which the Apostle would have the 
Hebrews make progress, and in the other Epistles the one to 
which he will admit of no return. The state from which the 
Hebrews had to advance was not a mature and experienced 
Christianity, but Judaism ; and in selecting between two such 
meanings of their advantageous position, we choose once for 
all our theory of the order of the Epistles, and may decide 
our opinion of the Authorship of the Epistle to the 
Hebrews. 

We might add other series illustrative of the phrase SiSda^ 
KoXog vnTrlwv: such as to the Hebrews, "which speaketh 
unto you as unto children (viotc)*:" to the Corinthians, 
"As my beloved sons (rficva) 1 warn you';" and, "I 
speak as unto children {riKvoig) * :" to the Galatians when 
his work has to be done over again, " My little children 
{rtKvla fiov)i of whom I travail in birth again till Christ be 
formed in you*." Such is one series; there is another to 
correspond, appeal being made to the example, Ist, of the 

* Rom. ill. 1, 2. 

^ Heb. V. 12. And their common language best explains the following 
passages : '* If we liye in the spirit, let us walk (aroixi^fuv) in the spirit." 
(Gral. y. 25.) *< Hagar answereth {cvarotxei) to Jerusalem which now is, and 
is in bondage with her children." (Gal. iv. 25.) ** Who walk (trroixovai) in 
the steps of that faith of our father Abraham." (Rom. iv. 12.) 

» Heb. xii. 5. » 1 Cor. iy. 14. * 2 Ck)r. yi. 13. » Gal. iv. 10. 
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Lord in Hebrews; 2ud, of Apostles in the first Epistle; 
and drd, of Ministers in the second Epistle to the Corinth- 



XI. The Judaizing apostasy has been illustrated by pa- 
rallels relating to the pretensions of one Christian to teach 
another ; and this claim of doctrinal superiority brings the 
first Epistle to the Corinthians into contact with the Roman 
in the early parts of both Epistles. In like illustration of 
the same apostasy we may now use the remaining parallels 
of these two Epistles, remarking, that a probable reason for 
the break in them is, that there are also corresponding 
breaks in the purely controversial treatment of the Jew and 
Gentile question. The first Epistle to Corinth treats a 
question under two aspects, which we may call a Corinthian 
and a Gentile aspect, as a case of actual sin, and as a case 
of assumed inferiority of grace in a Gentile. Jew and Gen- 
tile di£ferences open the Corinthian Epistle; but the judg- 
ment on the sinner breaks in, so that these religious scruples 
and distinctions are not resumed till we come to the eighth 
and ninth chapters of that Epistle. The Corinthian inci- 
dent is abstracted into a question about sin, and in that 



^ In the Epistle to the Hebrews we hear of Christ as a Sod over His own 
house (oIkov), whose house (oIkos) are we, being accounted of more glury 
than Moses, who was faithful (irifrrbQ) in all his house as a servant. In the 
first to the Corinthians we hear Apostles are to be accounted stewards (oiVo- 
v6fU}VQ)y and as a steward a man is required to be faithful (niaroe), (1 Cor. 
iv. 1, 2.) Hence we understand the point of the Galatian analogy, that the 
heir, while a child, is under governors, oUovd/iovQ (Gal. iv. 2). 

There is an order also in the series contrasted with the above. Thus to 
Hebrews, the subjection to the Father of Spirits has, for contrast, the reve- 
rence (ivirp£7r6fii9a) given to fathers of the flesh (Heb. xii. 9) ; the warning 
of a father who had begotten them through the Gospel, is contrasted with 
the shame (IvrpsTruiv) to which the Curinthians were put by pedagogues, 
iraidaywyovs (1 Cor. iv. 15). And the many pedagogues of the Corinthians 
are abstracted into one pedagogue, the law, to the Galatians, ^ but after that 
faith is come, ye are no longer under a schoolmaster. For ye are all the 
children (vloc) of God by faith in Christ Jesus.'* (Gal. iii. 25, 26.) 
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generalized form runs out its course as far as the eleventh 
chapter to the Romans, the part which is usually called the 
argumentative part of that Epistle. Here lie, as we shall 
see, the parallels with the Epistles already examined. The 
Jew and Gentile question, in the simply controversial form, 
with which the Roman Epistle opens, is resumed in the 
twelfth chapter, and produces parallels, as at first, with 
1 Corinthians. There is, in this digression in one Epistle, 
something very confirmatory of the digression which we 
suppose to take place in the system of Epistles. 

XII. These parallels, in the later chapters to the Ro- 
mans and CorintJiians, upon the simile of the members of 
the body ^ and upon the variety of gifts ®, are so strong, 
that they might rather be thought repetitions. But closer 
observation will show that the Roman Christian is directed 
to self-inspection, the Corinthian taught how to regard 
others. 

The question, in the same controversial shape, illustrative 
of the dangers of those who pretend to be teachers, brings 
the fourteenth chapter to the Romans into close verbal con- 
nexion with the eighth and ninth chapters of the first Epistle 
to Corinth, minute differences of order in the topics alone 
showing the different points of view, from which the scruples 
and the treatment of the scrupulous are regarded in the 
two Epistles '. The Apostle's personal example is the sub- 
ject nearest allied to these scruples in both Epistles, because 
his teaching involved Gentile intercourse ; accordingly, the 
ninth chapter to the Corinthians is developed in the fifteenth 
to the Romans. Not only is the method of his being " brought 
on his way" continued ; and the Macedonian and Achaian 
collection concluded, but the point whereof he will glory in 

y Rom. xii. 4 ; 1 Cor. xii. 12. » Rom. xii. 5—7 ; 1 Cor. xii. 28. 

* Rom. xiv. 15 with 1 Cor. viii. 11 ; Rom. xiv. 14 with 1 Cor. ix. 4 ; 
Rom. xiv. 21 with 1 Cor. ix. 22. 
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his preaching is resumed ' ; the Gentile contribution is shown 
to commit the saints at Jerusalem to communion, as it had 
the Gentiles to subjection to the Gospel ' ; and the debt of 
the Gentile to the Jew for partaking in his spiritual things ', 
is recognized, correspondent to the debt of the Jew to 
teach *. 

Nothing can explain the transfer of some terms from 
their primary to a Pauline sense, unless St. Paul intended 
to refer his readers to his previous Epistles. The Roman 
issue of the uses of the word " seal • " is the Apostle's " seaU 
ingto the Gentiles this fruit*;" and from "this service" 
(XuTov^ylaq) ' the Apostle assumes to himself a title beyond 
even what the Judaizer claimed, namely, to be " the 
minister {Xzirovpyov) of Jesus Christ to the Gentiles, minis- 
tering (cE()oti()7ot)vra) ' the Gospel of God that the offering 
up of the Gentiles might be acceptable, being sanctified by 
the Holy Ghost '." Between himself and his opponents, 
who " for the time ought to be teachers," St. Paul con- 
trasted all terms which could express diversity, and to the 
latest Epistles the pretensions of the older, or Jewish con- 
verts, are recognized by derivatives from the terms in which 
he first opposed them. 

XIII. The separation between the parallels of the 
Epistles to Rome and Corinth is confirmed by a like interval 
between the early and late Roman parallels with the Epistles 
to the Thessalonians. For in the early part of the Epistle 
to Rome we have the Divine vengeance referred to, " Is 
God unrighteous who taketh vengeance " ?" and again, in 
the latter part, "it is written. Vengeance is mine*;" either 



> Rom. XV. 17 with 1 Cor. ix. 17, &c. » Rom. xy. 26, 27. 

' Rom. XV. 27. * Rom. i. 1 4 ; Heb. v. 12. 

* 1 Cor. ix. 2 ; 2 Cor. i. 22 ; Rom. iv. 11. « Rom. xv. 28. 

^ 2 Cor. ix. 12. ■ Compare 1 Cor. ix. 13. 

« Rom. XV. 16. 1^ lb. iii. 6. > Rom. xii. 19. 
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of which may be paralleled with I Thess. iv. 6, " the Lord 
is the Avenger of all such," and Heb. x. 30, " Vengeance 
belongeth unto me." 

In the opening of the Roman Epistle " the wrath of God " 
is said to be ^^ revealed from heaven against all unrighteous- 
ness and ungodliness of men who hold the truth in un- 
righteousness ' ;" and that the sinner who judges another 
" treasures up wrath against the day of wrath and revela- 
tion of the righteous judgment of God *," while the latter 
partshows how God had '^endured with much long-suffering 
the vessels of wrath fitted to destruction ^.'^ These can be 
best paralleled by " the righteous judgment of God" in the 
first chapter of 2 Thessalonians, <*on them that know not God, 
and that obey not the Gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ * ;" 
and by the Hebrews', " fiery indignation which shall devour 
the adversaries *," " from Him that speaketh from heaven '." 

The example in the first chapter to the Romans, of those 
" who changed the truth of God into a lie * " being given 
" over to a reprobate mind," because " they did not like to 
retain God in their knowledge '," is the nearest point in the 
Epistles to that most remarkable chapter to the Thessa- 
lonians about the falling away which must precede the day 
of Christ ; for it is said to the Thessalonians of apostates : 
" Because they received not the love of the truth that they 
might be saved ... for this cause God shall send them strong 
delusion that they should believe a lie that they all might 
be damned who believed not the truth, but had pleasure in 
unrighteousness *•." Later, however, to the Romans, ** this 
mystery . . . that blindness in part is happened to Israel "" 
does seem to resume the Thessalonian assertion, << the mys- 



2 lb. i. 18. 3 lb. ii 6. 

* lb. ix. 22. « 2 These, i. 5. 8. « Heb. x. 26, 27. 

' lb. xii. 26. 8 Rom. i. 26. » lb. i. 28. 

»• 2 Thess. ii. 10—12 ; compai^ealso Heb. vi. 6—8. 
»i Rom. xi. 26. 
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tery of iniquity doth already work '," and the closest pa- 
rallel between the two Epistles on the approach of the day 
of judgment is also in a late chapter to the Romans'. If 
the passage which begins, ^^ and that knowing the time that 
now it is high time to awake," &c. be compared with 
1 Thess. V. 1 — 8, there will appear coincidences in the 
metaphor of the armour, in the opposition of day and night, 
and in the exhortation against sleep and drunkenness, in 
both descriptions of the coming of that day. 

XIV. The restoration of the verbal parallelism con- 
firms the continuity of the Roman to the Thessalonian 
references to the same topic, the judgment ; the interval be- 
tween the verbal parallels in the Epistle corresponding to the 
digression in the epistolary series. Thus the hortatory part 
of the Epistle to the Romans is seen to rise out of its fore- 
most doctrinal parts ; the early doctrine and the later precepts 
being alike adapted to quell the disturbance caused in the 
Church by the Judaizing pretensions. 

Hence both Romans and Thessalonians are told to render 
no man evil for evil '. Both their Epistles had in view the 
Apostle's deliverance from " them that do not believe in 
Judea *." Both require the Church to avoid them which 
cause divisions " ; both represent the preacher's persecution 
by the Jew forbidding him " to speak to the Gentiles that 
they might be saved * ;" both therefore seek to remove the 
Gentiles from the teaching of those Hebrews '^who draw 
back unto perdition '." 

But in this continuity of the Roman and Thessalonian 
topics, the priority of the Hebrews appears. For St. Paul 
would scarcely set over his converts teachers who would 
compel them to live like Jews, Jewish saints delicate about 

» 2 Thess. ii. 7- ' Rom. xiii. 11—13. 

» 1 Thess. V. 16 ; Rom. xii. 17—21. 

* Rom. XV. 31 with 2 Thess. iii. 2. 

» Rom. xvi. 17 with 2 Thess. iii. 14. 

« 1 Thess. ii. 16 with Rom. x. 14. ^ Heh. x. 39. 
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receiving the Gentile contribution, " busy bodies" at Thes- 
salonica, working not at all % forbidding him to speak to the 
Gentile that they might receive pay as teachers of circum- 
cision. All these signs of Judaizing apostasy might pre- 
cede the equalizing Jew and Gentile sinfulness to the 
Romans : they could not leave such a superiority in the 
older converts as might form a later argument to the 
Hebrews. 

•* 2X1168^.111. 11. 
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CHAPTER V. 

SECTION III. 

ON THE EPISTLES TO THE ROMANS AND TO THE HEBREWS. 

I. The passage from the Epistle to the Romans by which 
I seek to iUustrate the position of the Hebrews is Rom. i. 
13—17. 

" Now I would not have you ignorant, brethren, that 
oftentimes I purposed to come unto you, (but was let 
hitherto,) that I might have some fruit among you also, 
even as among other Gentiles. I am debtor both to the 
Greeks, and to the Barbarians ; both to the wise, and to the 
unwise. So, as much as in me is, I am ready to preach the 
Gospel to you that are at Rome also. For I am not ashamed 
of the Gospel of Christ : for it is the power of God unto sal- 
vation to every one that believeth ; to the Jew first, and 
also to the Greek. For therein is the righteousness of God 
revealed from faith to faith : as it is written, The just shall 
Uve by faith." 

II. The Epistle to the Romans begins, we may almost 
say, with the form of words with which we have been fa- 
miliarized in the 1 Corinthians and 1 Thessalonians : 
" Now I would not have you ignorant, brethren \" The 
Apostle thus introduces himself as a debtor to Barbarians 
as well as Greeks, to preach the Gospel to them. The 
opening of the Epistle to the Romans cannot fail to recal 

* Rom. i. 13. 
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that of the I Corinthians. In 1 Corinthians, Jews and 
Greeks are contrasted, as well as the kind of Gospel each 
expected. In the Epistle to the Romans, St. Paul pro- 
ceeds from Greeks to Barbarians ', while he recognizes the 
course of the revelation to be *^ to the Jew first and also to 
the Greek *." The order of the Divine rewards and ven- 
geance agrees with that of the revelation of the Gospel *, 
but there is no respect of persons with God. ^^ Is He the 
God of the Jews only ? is He not also of the Gentiles ? 
Yes, of the Gentiles also *." Thus is the Gospel of Jesus 
Christ addressed in succession, as was the superscription of 
his accusation, to Hebrew, and Greek, and Latin ; and thus 
does the order of St. Paul's preaching the Gospel agree 
with our theory of the order of writing his Epistles. 

HI. In the description St. Paul gives of this Gospel 
which he is ready to preach at Rome also, he uses the 
expression : " Therein is the righteousness of God revealed 
from feith to faith ; as it is written, The just shall live by 
feith •." 

Here then we have, by way of test of the Epistles' order, 
the characteristic principle of the Apostle's teaching. 

And first for the words, " from faith to faith." I'he in- 
terpretation of these words suggested by the theory of the 
order of the Epistles, is most consistent with the previous 
context to the Romans, in which an order of the Gospels is 
the topic. It was one step from the faith of the Jew to the 
faith of the Gentile ; and again, it was one step from the 
faith of the Greek to the faith of the Barbarian. But if 
there be this communication of faith, there is one Epistle in 
which the prior step from the faith of the patriarchs to that 
of their descendants is strikingly displayed. That is the 
purport of the eleventh chapter of the Epistle to the Hebrews. 
The numerous examples of faith there recorded are not to 

» Rom. i. 14. 3 lb. ver. 16. * lb. ver. 16 to ii. U . 

« lb. iii. 29. « lb. i. 17. 

I 2 



Digiti 



zed by Google 



116 ON THE EPISTLES 

be without influence upon those without whom the older 
saints should not be made perfect '• 

IV. Whether the expression, "from faith to faith," be 
thus simply consistent with what we have supposed to be 
the common order of the Epistles and Gospels, or not, the 
parallelism of the eleventh chapter of the Hebrews is proved 
by the same quotation preceding that chapter which we have 
in juxtaposition with the words "from faith to faith" in 
Romans. 

Habakkuk ii. 4, is thus quoted in Heb. x. 38 : " Now 
the just shall live by faith, but if any man draw back, my 
soul shall have no pleasure in him." 

In Romans i. 16, 17, it occurs, as we have seen, in the 
following context : 

" For I am not ashamed of the Gospel of Christ : for it is 
the power of God unto salvation to every one that be- 
lieveth; to the Jew first, and also to the Greek. For 
therein is the righteousness of God revealed from faith to 
faith : as it is written. The just shall live by faith." 

At once to complete the parallel, we may add the one other 
passage in which the same quotation is found, namely, 
Gal. iii. 11, 12. 

" But that no man is justified by the law in the sight of 
God, it is evident: for. The just shall live by faith. And 
the law is not of faith." 

V. Of these quotations, I venture to consider the one in 
Hebrews the first, and original, for the following reasons : 

There alone is the quotation in full ; and the connexion 
of it with the foregoing argument is rather by its latter part, 
" if any man draw back," than by its former part, " the 
just shall live by faith." The Apostle was urging the 
danger of casting away their confidence, when he drew from 
the Old Testament this double corroboration in a single 
text. But the alternative of the just living by faith succeeds 
7 Heb. xi. 40. 
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to be developed in the next chapter to the Hebrews. And 
it is in character of a first statement of the proposition that 
every word is there emphasized ; equal stress is laid upon 
each word; we have examples of " the just," their " faith/' 
and their " living" by faith. 

It is different in the case of the quotation to the Gala- 
tians. There St. Paul emphasizes the word faith. Had he 
proved the proposition, The just shall live by faith, the corol- 
lary, they shall not be justified by the law, would follow by 
the Galatian argument. The Galatians, in its quotation, 
displays a certain familiarity with the peculiar deductions to 
be made from this text. So does the Romans. But it 
cannot be said that the Romans proceeds out of the Gala- 
tians. Justification ^^ from faith to fisuth" is coupled with 
this text in Romans. " Not by law" is proved by it in 
Galatians. These two arguments are connected together 
only as being joint corollaries to a more general proposition. 
That proposition is in the Hebrews. Exemplifications are 
there given of the just living by faith. 

Had St. Paul used the text once in preaching the Gospel 
to the Jews, he would use the text again in going to the 
Gentiles. Had he used it in the sense of the Jewish patri- 
archs living by faith, he would be required to quote it again 
of their successors, the spiritual seed, the Gentiles as well as 
the Jews. 

From these reasons, I conclude that the order of the 
thoughts in the passages last paralleled confirms the theory of 
the order of the Epistles. But then, it must be borne in mind, 
that St Paul rests on thb expression, "thejust shall live by 
faith," the whole course and continuity of his teaching ; he 
makes it the text and burden of his Gospel. Hence, by 
this most stringent of all tests, derived from St. Paul's pecu- 
liarities, the Epistle to the Hebrews, in which this text is 
most emphatically used, is the opening of St. Paul's doc- 
trinal scheme. 



Digiti 



zed by Google 



118 ON THE £PISTL£S 

In applying this test, let us consider, first, how constant 
was St. Paul's practice of preaching to the Jews first ', and 
then what was the peculiarity about his revelation of the 
Gospel, that it should be marked by this emphasis *. 

VI. We may not see in St Paul an Apostle to the Gen- 
tiles alone. We must not overlook the fact, that before, and 
while he was the Gentile Apostle, he preached every where 
^rst to the Jews. 

On his conversion, ^^ straightway he preached Christ in 
the synagogues," and ^< confounded the Jews whieh dwelt at 
Damascus "." 

^^ Separated for the work whereunto God had called 
them ^" Paul and Barnabas ^^ preached the word of God in 
the synagogues of the Jews '." This was at Salamis. At 
Antioch in Pisidia, they " went into the synagogue on the 
sabbath day '." ^^ And when the Jews were gone out of 
the synagogue, the Gentiles besought that these* words 
might be preached to them the next sabbath V It was 
therefore first to the Jews, and secondly to the Gentiles, 
St Paul addressed his word of exhortation. 

The Jews' anger was not raised because St Paul spoke 
to them, but their envy because he spake to the Gentiles as 
well as to themselves. Because they saw the multitudes, 
they rejected the Gospel from themselves ^ '' Then Paul 
and Barnabas waxed bold, and said. It was necessary that 
the word of God should first have been spoken to you : but 
seeing ye put it from you, and judge yourselves unworthy of 
everlasting life, lo we turn to the Grentiles. For so hath 
the Lord commanded us '." 

That the decree obtained from the Church at Jerusalem 
made no difference, in this regard, we may judge from the 

» Pai«g»ph8 VI. to X. » lb. X. to XII. »• Actsix. 20. 22. 

» Actsxiii. 2. » lb. ver. 6. ' lb. ver. 14. 

* St. Paul's. » Acts xiii. 42. 

• Acts xiii. 45 ; xvii. 5, 6. Mb. xiii. 46, 47. 
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iact of Timothy being circumcised by St. Paul, who was 
taken to aid in delivering the decree, << because of the Jews 
which were in those quarters '.'' In Europe, at Thessalo- 
nica % at Bersea^^ at Athens \ St. Paul's going into the syna- 
gogue, " as his manner was," is recorded. He throws the 
entire blame of rejection upon the Jews, when he says to them, 
^' Your blood be upon your own heads, I am clean, from 
henceforth I will go unto the Gentiles '." This was at 
Corinth ; but at Ephesus again, Paul ^' went into the syna- 
gogue and spake boldly '." Only when divers were hardened 
and spake evil of that way before the multitude did he sepa^ 
rate the disciples \ ^^ So that all they which dwelt in Asia 
heard the word of the Lord Jesus, both Jews and Greeks ^" 
Reviewing his ministry in the presence of the Elders of 
Ephesus, he congratulates himself that he is free from the 
blood of all men, because, as they know, from the first day 
he came into Asia, he ^^ testified both to the Jews and also 
to the Greeks \" And giving at Jerusalem the report 
*^ what things God had wrought among the Gentiles by his 
ministry '," he is told by the Apostles, the Jews which be- 
lieve ^^ are informed of thee, that thou teachest all the Jews 
which are among the Gentiles to forsake Moses ^" 

All these instances prove the custom of the Apostle was 
to preach first to the Jew before turning to the Gentile : and 
it was one in which years of imprisonment made no change 
for the Apostle. In the last record of him in the Acts, we 
find him, after three days at Rome, calling <^ the chief of the 
Jews together ;" and when they had appointed him a day, 
he testified the kingdom of God, nor did they depart till in 
reproof of their dulneas of bearing^ he added, '^ Be it known 
therefore unto you, that the salvation of God is sent unto 
the Gentiles, and that they will hear it '." 

« Acts xTi. S. » lb. xvii. 2. " lb. ver. 10. 

» lb. ver. 17. * lb. xviii 6. » lb. xix. 8. 

* lb. ver. 9. * lb. ver. 10. « lb. xx. 18. 21. 

f lb. xxi. 19. « lb. ver. 21. » lb. xxviii. 28. 
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But if such was his custom in preaching, his probable 
course in writing is evident ; his letters, as his preaching, 
^' testified the kingdom of God ;" and the one addressed to 
Jews must precede those which are addressed to Gentiles. 
If they were all without any other test of precedence, 
all, equally, part and expression of one Gospel, St. Paul's 
Gospel to the Jew must be prior to his Gospel to the Gen- 
tiles. Such was too invariably his custom in preaching 
for us not to expect an Epistle to the Hebrews would be 
his first Epistle. The Hebrews must be reproved for dul- 
ness of hearing", in other places besides Rome^ before **the 
salvation of God is sent unto the Gentiles." 

VII. The argument from the Apostle's custom of preach- 
ing first to the Jews is confirmed by his earnest love for his 
kindred and nation, causing him, as this does, to say in the 
Epistle to the Romans, that he could wish he were himself 
accursed from Christ for his brethren, his kinsmen according 
to the flesh. Such a love for them could not have existed 
without a token of it from St. Paul's pen ; he would not 
leave Israel alone in ignorance of Israel's blindness ' ; he 
would not pass over those gradual stages in the diffusion of 
Christianity which all others seem to have observed '. 

VIII. The argument b further confirmed by the change 
of St Paul's position relative to the Jews. The office of 
the Apostles became divided in a manner which was not 
declared at first, before it was seen ^^ that He that wrought 
effectually in Peter to the Apostleship of the circumcision, 
was mighty in Paul towards the Gentiles *." The Hebrew 
Epistle should belong to a period preceding that public 
division, or, to a period determined less by that division 
than by St. Paul's acquaintance with Jewish converts. 

IX. In St. Paul's first preaching there are evidences of 
reserve. I do not speak of the years in Arabia, nor of the 

'• Heb. V. 11. » Acts xxviii. 25—28. » Rom, xi. 26. 

» Acts i. 8 ; xxvi. 20. * Gal. ii. 8. 
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avoidance of intercourse at Jerusalem ; but of the gradual 
manner in which he unfolded his Gospel privately to them 
of reputation, speaking wisdom among them that are per- 
fect, unable to feed carnal men with spiritual meat ; and in 
his Epistles gradually revealing tlie mystery of the recep- 
tion of the Gentiles, till in this to the Romans he declares 
himself "not ashamed of the Gospel of Christ," Hence it 
is a strong argument of the early date of the Hebrews, that 
a similar reserve is found in it. 

Up to the time of the calling of the Gentiles, some things 
were mysteries ; parables were in use to general hearers. 
" Take heed how ye hear,'' and "to you that hear shall more 
be given," were injunctions suited to the previous period ; 
but now came the moment when there was "nothing hid 
which should not be made manifest *." Any thing like sup- 
pression of the great doctrines the Apostle had to reveal, 
must belong to the period intermediate between the death of 
Christ, and the calling in of the Gentiles. Now, such a style 
we find adopted in the Epistle to the Hebrews. Some 
things are said to be " hard to be uttered *," others avoided, 
" of which we cannot now speak particularly '." A time is 
spoken of as yet future, when they should no more teach 
** every man his neighbour .... but all know the Lord '." 
The Epistle would seem, therefore, to have been written in 
that earlier period of St. Paul's Gospel, when something 
was temporarily reserved in making all to be known. All 
was not, as yet, proclaimed from the house-tops. 

X. We want some principle, like the one which has been 
exhibited, of the order in which the Gospel was to be 
preached, to account for two things we may remark in St. 
Paul as in other Apostles. 

The ministry had been restricted to Israel : but in the 

« Mark iv. 22, « Heb. v. 11. ^ lb. ix. 6, « lb. viii. 11. 
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last words of the ascending Lord, ^' Teach all nations '," 
*' Go ye into all the world, and preach the Gospel to every 
creature S" all restriction was removed. 

Why any delay or reserve about the Gentiles ? 

The Lord promised things to His people, which this period 
is necessary to complete. The Comforter was to come by 
the access of the Son to the Father. In the Epistle to the 
Hebrews we learn of this access of the Humanity. Their 
prayers were thereby to be heard. In the same Epistle we 
read of the Eternal Intercession urging them to come boldly 
to the throne of Grace. The Holy Ghost was not yet 
given*, because Jesus was not yet glorified. An account of 
His glorification is in this same Epistle given to the faith 
of the Jews. 

We gather further particulars respecting all these things 
from the Epistles, but those particulars concern especially 
the consequences ensuing to the Gentiles. In the Epistle 
to the Hebrews, the same exalted subjects are considered 
in relation to the Jews, to whom alone could be unfolded 
the doctrine of the High Priest set down at the right hand 
of God. It was plainly consistent thus to preach the com- 
pletion of their Messiah's work to the Jews first, and then 
to trace the gifts which the same exaltation brought also to 
the Gentiles. 

XI. None of the four Evangelists carries his account of 
the life of our Lord farther than " the day in which He was 
taken up ;" evidently including briefly^ as part only of a 
whole, the many infallible proofs by which He showed 
Himself alive after His passion, being seen oi them forty 
days, and speaking of things pertaining to the kingdom of 
God *. But when we come to the Epistles of St. Paul, it 
is not difficult to observe a modification in his view of the 

» Matt, xxviii. 18, 19. > Mark xvi. 16. » Acts i. 1—3. 
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Life and Gospel of our Lord. With St Paul there was 
another beginning of the Gospel, as there was another birth 
of Christ To this Apostle the Resurrection was both that 
beginning and that birth. 

In illustration of this usage we may cite 2 Tim. ii. 8 : 
'^ Remember that Jesus Christ of the 86ed of David was 
raised from the dead according to my Gospel." Rom. i. 1 — 3 : 
'^ The Gospel of God, (which He had promised before by 
His prophets in the Holy Scriptures,) concerning His Son 
Jesus Christ, which was made of the seed of David accord- 
ing to the flesh ; and declared to be the Son of God with 
power, by the resurrection from the dead." 

Thus, in contradistinction, as we are here warned, to the 
Gospel simply of ^^ Jesus Christ, of the seed of David ac^ 
cording to the flesh ;" the Gospel of St Paul was that of 
the ^< Son of God " raised from the dead. It is not meant 
that the Apostle used the term Gospel invariably in this 
restricted sense, by which its relation to the person of the 
Saviour is apparent ; nor that when he gives the term this 
limitation, the life in the flesh is excluded ; but thus much 
is asserted, that from the Apostle's position or other cir- 
cumstances the mortal life is glanced at, in comparison with 
the life after the resurrection, and the life in glory. Hence 
St Paul says : ** Moreover, brethren, I declare unto you 
the Gospel which I preached unto you .... For I delivered 
unto you first of all that which I also received, how that 
Christ died for our sins according to the scriptures ; and 
that He was buried, and that He rose again the third day 
according to the scriptures : And that He was seen, &c.' " 
The life of Christ in the flesh seems barely noticed here, 
by the side of the manifestation of Himself alive after His 
passion, and the consequences of the resurrection of our 
Lord, which fill the rest of the fifteenth chapter of the first 
Epistle to the Corinthians. 

« 1 Cor. XV. I. 3, 4, 6. 
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Such is the characteristic of St. Paul's Gospel (when con- 
sidered only in reference to the person of Christ), which 
fulfils the condition of being ^^ from faith " and ^^ to faith," 
a communicative faith, progressive unto perfection. We 
must have the same choice of actions of the Lord revealed 
in the Epistle to the Hebrews, if that Epistle is to fulfil the 
description of a revelation from faith to faith, a description 
which might be thought belonging to it in the Romans. 

XI I. Now there is something coincident to make this a 
stronger test than might otherwise be imagined, of the true 
position of the Epistle to the Hebrews. The form of the 
Hebrews does partake of the form of a Gospel in the 
sense we have just been using the word, namely, in 
the sense of a life of our Lord. For we might thus 
divide the contents of the New Testament; 1. The person 
and work of Christ 2. The success of the ministry of our 
Lord and His Apostles. 3. The terms of salvation preached. 
Of these three parts, the first, which is the proper province 
of the Gospels, is as much the topic of the Hebrews. The 
Acts are devoted to the second : the Epistles treat principally 
of the third of these points. In the Epistles, the work of 
Christ is introduced casually: in the Hebrews it appears 
more nearly entire, and, as it were, professedly. If the 
record of the earthly ministry, begun in the Gospels, 
required the Acts of the Apostles to complete it *, no less 
did the continued work of the Lord in heaven require to be 
told. A history of Christ's work, if compiled from frag- 
ments out of the Epistles, would, as we have said, be a 
history of events subsequent to his death. But while other 
Epistles keep to this period, none keep (like the Hebrews) 
to the person and work of Christ. That which distinguishes 
a Gospel from an Epistle, and the work of Christ from the 
progress of Christianity, would give the Hebrews the title, 

* AcU i. 1, &c. 
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not SO much of St. Paul's Epistle, as of his Gospel to that 
people. 

XIII. If such be the characteristic of St. Paul's Gospel, 
when considered relatively to the person of Christ, which 
warrants the description of it in the Romans ; and such the 
pre-eminent position, in regard to this Gospel, opened for 
the Hebrews among the Epistles of St. Paul ; we must, at 
least, have the later actions of the Lord chosen for revelation 
in that Epistle, and find it begin the history of His exaltation, 
if it does not fill up the place of a life of the Lord after the 
resurrection. 

Now how does the Epistle to the Hebrews answer these 
expectations ? 

The following is not an exaggerated statement of the 
purpose and contents of the Epistle to the Hebrews. " The 
admitted theme of this Epistle is the doctrine of the eternal 
and infinitely perfect High Priestliood of Christ ; of which 
doctrine (with the exception of the references to it: Rom. 
XV. 16. 1 Cor. ix. 13, and Ephes. v. 2; references which 
imply a farther treatment of the subject elsewhere by the 
hand of St. Paul) this Epistle is the sole depository. But 
the consummation of Christ's priestly office was then only 
accomplished, when having offered Himself once a sacrifice 
for sins. He sat down for ever at the right hand of God . . ." 
^< Accordingly as, Christ's eternal priesthood is the theme, 
so His eternal session at the right hand of God will be found, 
on comparison of Heb. i. 3; viii. 1; x. 12; and xii. 2, to 
constitute the key-text of the Epistle to the Hebrews." 

" In the development of the theme of this Epistle, (the 
eternal high priesthood of Christ,) the great object of the 
writer most manifestly b, to demonstrate the efficacy of the 
doctrine to produce, and its tendency to lead on to perfec- 
tion : 8i6 a^lvrec roi; rr\g dfiyjiq rov \QiaTOv A07OV, iifi tt/v 
rcXEiorrjra 0epa»fic0a is the practical bearing, and might 
stand as the motto of the whole letter. We find it Heb. ii. 
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10; xii. 2; v. 9. 14; vii. 11. 19. 28; ix. 9, 11 ; x. 1. 14; 
xi. 40, &c/ " 

XIV. There is surely enough in this abstract of the 
contents of the Epistle to the Hebrews to fulfil any ex- 
pectations of what the Gospel of St Paul must have been. 
There is a good deal to identify the Hebrews with that 
title, even in the restricted sense of a life of our Lord. 
There is much to this effect beyond the mere £sict, which, 
though it may seem trivial, should not pass unnoticed, that 
this Epistle is like the Gospels anonymous, or like the 
Gospel of St John, to which it bears most general resem- 
blance, only indicates its author in the latter part Its 
beginning is the beginning of a Gospel; it begins from 
Christ, and the Lord's ministry is quoted for greater au- 
thority with its readers. But such are only some of the 
peculiarities of the Hebrews. Like the Gospels, it rises 
above the circumstances of the time, and from a higher 
region and a calmer sky looks down upon that storm of 
which the Episties are, humanly speaking, die result. But 
its twilight is of the morning, not of the evening. This 
priority must belong to such a writing, that it should pre- 
cede, or that it should be the rising of St Paul's Gospel 
upon tiie world. 

XV. Independentiy of other chapters, die reasons in 
this section have all tended to place this Epistle prior to 
the division of the Apostleships into Jewish and Gentile 
missions. The order of St. Paul's preaching, to the Jew 
first, every where; the early date this would lead us to 
fix for his Jewish Epistle, dirust earlier still by the circum- 
stances of his Gentile Apostleship ; the early sentiments of 
the Aposde towards his own nation, and his early reserve 
about the Gentiles ; all combine as causes for die produc- 
tion and Jewish treatment of the particular topics we find in 

* Fonter, on (he Apostolical Authority of the Epistle to the Hebrews. 
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the Epistle to the Hebrews. The distinction between St. 
Paul's Gospel and that of others, found to be anterior to the 
distinction between their Gospels, as to the uncircumcision 
and to the circumcision; and the perfect accord or sub- 
servience of the Epistle to the Hebrews to this distinction, 
whether as to its Gospel-form or its after-resurrection topics ; 
this coincidence, again, has been pointed out as a corrobora- 
tion of the early position of this remarkable Epistle. The 
summary quoted from the Epistle to the Romans of what his 
Gospel might be expected to be, has thus been found complete 
in the Hebrews, as " from faith to faith ;'* the just living by 
faith; the righteousness of God in Christ, begun to the 
Jews, to be developed or communicated to the Gentiles. 

Is there one period in St Paul's early ministry more likely 
than another to have produced this Epistle ? Of a period 
anterior to the publication of his Gospel to the Gentiles, 
a period, whose influence on St. Paul's 2 Corinthian and 
Galatian topics we have already remarked, it is written: 
" I will come to visions and revelations of the Lord. I 
knew a man in Christ about fourteen years ago, such an 
one caught up to the third heaven .... That he was caught 
up into paradise, and heard unspeakable words, which it is 
not lawful for a man to utter •." What vision so likely to 
produce that vivid picture in the Hebrews, of "the true 
tabernacle which the Lord pitched'?" What more like 
" unspeakable words " than the whole doctrine of the He- 
brews ? Yet of the " many things to say and hard to be 
uttered "," " this is the sum : We have such an high priest, 
who is set on the right hand of the throne of the Majesty in 
the heavens'." This is the "revelation of the Lord," 
" made higher than the heavens '," which indeed entereth 
within the second veil. This is indeed, to speak par- 
ticularly of the " Holiest of all," excepting what could not 

« 2 Cor xii. 1—4. ^ Heb. viii. 2. « lb. v. 11, 

» lb. viii. 1. * » lb. vii. 26. 
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Tunv be spoken, " The cherubim of glory overshadowing 
the mercy-seat^— ikie propitiation of the Gentiles still undis- 
closed'." 

Both the vision and the writing should have occurred in 
the interval between the first and second visits of St Paul 
to Corinth ; and one cannot help offering for remark the 
fact, that St. Paul was charged with profaning of temples 
before that time in his history, when alone we can see a 
more definite, though mistaken, ground for such a charge 
against him'. Is it altogether impossible, that the un- 
defined origin of the charge was in a malicious perversion 
of the freedom of access to the holiest, which he had 
preached in the Epistle to the Hebrews ? 

' Compare iXaffn'ipiot/ in Heb. ix. 5, aiiU R41111. iii. 25. 
* Acts xix. 27. 37 ; xxi. 26, 27 ; xxv. 8. 
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CHAPTER V- 

SECTION IV. 

ON THE RELATION BETWEEN THE EPJSTLE TO THE ROMANS 
AND THE SECOND EPISTLE TO THE CORINTHIANS. 

I. The topic which connects the Epistle to the Romans 
and the Second Epistle to the Corinthians, is the recon- 
ciliation of sinners, through God not imputing their tres- 
passes unto them. The coincidence between these Epistles 
is greatest at their fifth chapters, in which, words denoting 
" reconciliation," both the verb KaraXkaaaeiv and the noun 
KaraWayfii centre. 

Compare the passages, — 

2 Cor. V* 17 — 20 : " Therefore if any man be in Christ, 
he is a new creature .... And all things are of God, who 
hath reconciled {KaraWa^avTog) us to Himself by Jesus 
Christ, and hath given to us the ministry of reconciliation 
(icaraXXaySc) ; to wit, that God was in Christ, reconciling 
{KoraWaaffujv) the world unto Himself, not imputing their 
trespasses unto them ; and hath committed unto us the word 
of reconciliation (icaraXXay^c)* Now then we are ambas- 
sadors for Christ, as though God did beseech you by us : 
we pray you in Christ's stead, be ye reconciled {KaraWa" 
7IJT6) to God." 

Rom. V. 10, 11 ; "For if, when we were enemies, we 
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were reconciled {KaTaWayrifiev) to God by the death of His 
Son, much more, being reconciled (KaraXAaylvrec)) we shall 
be saved by His life. And not only so, but we also joy in 
God through our Lord Jesus Christ, by whom we have now 
received the atonement (icaraXXayiyv)/' 

II. The above parallel may suffice to show the principal 
point of connexion between the Roman and Second Co- 
rinthian Epistle. But we may now turn to the connexion 
of the Epistle to the Hebrews with them. 

Observe then, that sin in Christians is contemplated in 
the double reconciliation named to the Romans: ^^God 
commendeth His love toward us, in that, while we were yet 
sinners, Christ died for us. Much more then, beinff now 
justified by His blood, we shcdl be saved from wrath through 
Him *." The supposition is as much here of sin in Chris- 
tians as it is to the Hebrews, of sin after knowledge of 
the truth ; and in the Epistles to Corinth, of sin, whose 
reality was exemplified by actual events in that city. Now, 
the value of establishing the order of the Epistles will 
here be felt, if it help to remove contradictory impressions 
derived from their lang^uage, read without due connexion. 

There stands the Epistle to the Hebrews, in which forgive- 
ness of sin after Baptism is viewed as at least in jeopardy ; 
in the absence of faith it is impossible*; for wilful sin afler 
knowledge remaineth no more sacrifice ' ; the sale of the 
birthright leaves no blessing on repentance^. In these 
passages to the Hebrews, we really have to seek for ex- 
tenuation of the impression, that their condemnation of sin 
is sweeping and inflexible. Such language as, treading 
under foot the Son of God, and crucifying the Son of God 
afresh, rivets our attention in such places, and distracts our 
mind from one idea which the passages contain, which is» 
the need of faith. To this idea we have to give its due 

1 Rom. V. 8. » Heb. vi. 4. 6. 

» lb. X. 26. * lb. xii. 16, 17- 
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prominence, and to look for explanation to the general drift 
of the Epistle, namely, that forgiveness of sin is impossible, if 
our repentance be unblest by the presence of faith, Now it 
cannot be denied that we put this sweeping condemnation 
of a Christian sinning, to the test at once by our order of 
the Epistles, looking at the Apostle's own development of 
his doctrine in his action at Corinth, in his treatment of a 
case in which he himself bound and loosed a sinning Chris- 
tian, In so doing, the apparent contradiction is removed, 
by establishing the turning point to be fidth. Justification 
by faith becomes the Apostle's subject ever after ; exhibited 
in action to the Corinthiieins, it is generalized as a principle 
to the Romans. Herein lies the solution of any apparently 
greater severity in one Epistle than in another. Before 
the reconciliation of the sinner, the punishment of sin must 
be admitted to a priority in point of fact and in St Paul's 
argument. 

III. This twofold mercy, declared in the Epistle to the 
Romans : *' While we were yet sinners," and, " much more 
then being now justified, we shall be saved from wrath," 
may be observed upon another account. There is a twofold 
divine estimate of us, as "sinners," and "justified," and a 
twofoM human estimate of God implied in our being ^< ene- 
mies," and ^* reconciled." Compare widi the twofold non- 
imputation of sin in the Roman phrase, the double stage of 
Christian knowledge in other Epistles; "Now I know in 
part ; but then shall I know even as also I am known ^" And 
observe, that there is thie same two-staged reciprocity of 
knowledge as of regard : " Now, after that ye have known 
God, or rather are known of God**." Beyond their both 
running these similar courses, we have seen no connexion 
between such knowledge, and such non-imputation. That, 



* 1 Cor. xiii. 12. 

* Gal. iv. 9 ; on which see also 1 Cor. xiii. 12 ; 2 Cor. iii. 18. 
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however, is found in the general description of the Christian 
Covenant to the Hebrews : " For this is the Covenant that 
I will make with the house of Israel after those days, saith the 
Lord ; I will put my laws into their mind, and write them in 
their hearts : and I will be to them a God, and they shall be 
to Me a people : and they shall not teach every man his 
neighbour, and every man his brother, saying. Know the 
Lord : for all shall know Me, from the least to the greatest. 
For I will be merciful to their unrighteousness, and their 
sins and their iniquities will I remember no more ^" 

IV. I will shortly conclude the parallels between the 
Roman and Corinthian Epistles, with a suggestion due to 
the difficulties found by commentators in explaining the 
Roman arguments in all their generality. May not the 
language in which these universal truths are stated, where 
it is thought to be fancifully or unaccountably chosen, be 
taken from the series of events connected in the previous 
Epistles? There would certainly be ground for stating 
that terms in the Epistle to the Romans admit of derivation 
from the binding and loosing of the Corinthian offender, and 
from the judaical persecution by means of the law thus 
simulated. There had been a judgment (icpT/ua) \ which 
Judaizers carried unto condemnation (wpog KaraKpimv) \ as 
there had been forgiveness (xapLafia) % supported unto 
justification (SiKacoi/ua). It was an example of the general 
principle, "the judgment (ic/oc/ua) is of one to condemnation 
{elg fcaraicpc/ua), but the free gift (xapiafia) is of many 
offences unto justification {dg SiKoiwfia)^" "Law entered 
(TrapcKTijXflev)*" "by the way," and as "parenthetically" 
as they had who "came in'* {irapH(Tri\6ov) to spy out the 
Apostle's Christian liberty *. Even the carnal man * has 

^ Heb. viii. 10—12 ; compare also 2 Cor. vi. 1.3 — 18. 
« 1 Cor. V. 3. 1 2 Cor. iii. 9 ; vii. 3. « lb. ii. 7, 10. 

» Rom. V. 16. * lb. ver. 20. * Gal. ii. 4. 

^ Rom. ch. vii. 
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coincidences with the same events, besides being drawn, by 
St Paul, in the first person, like his : ^^ I could wish that 
myself were accursed (avdOefia) from Christ, for my 
brethren ^J' In the period of one man's life, a sin without 
knowledge had become a sin with knowledge*; the sin 
which one had not known was lust, became so known to 
him ; lust warring in their members, turned the Apostolic 
decree given to life, into death. St. Paul might in saying, 
" I was alive without the law once,*' transfer to himself 
things both of the sinner and of the Jew, as elsewhere he 
has alluded to attaining the sense and age of personal 
responsibility. " Sold under sin *" they were, whether 
they became bond servants of men * ; or of lust " ; after they 
had been " bought with a price." As in the Corinthian 
Church, facts had turned on a woman being bound to her 
husband, such is the source of the Roman analogy *. If 
such coincidences are insufficient reasons why general and 
eternal truths should be stated in one set of words more than 
another, the events must not be overlooked as interpreting 
the Apostle's grandest and most spiritual conceptions of 
the treatment of sin. 

V. The Epistle to the Romans touches that to the Gala- 
tians at the subject of justification by faith. It is a subject 
implied in every part of the Epistle, rendering it difficult 
to limit one Epistle's development of the other to explicit 
parallels. 

We cannot at once say that either Roman or Gralatian 
treatment of this topic logically precedes the other. But 
we can say that the exposition of doctrine which St. Paul 
laid down to St. Peter, before all, at Antioch ', is prior to 
both the Epistles to Rome and Galatia. 



7 Rom. ix. 3. « lb. vu. 9. * lb. ver. 14. » 1 Cor, vii. 23. 

» lb. vi. 19. * Rom. vii. 2. « Gal. ii. 14—21. 
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This exposition is prefaced by an expostulation against 
forcing to agreement the diverse manners of life of Jews and 
Gentiles*: particulars of the controversy arising out of 
which have been developed elsewhere, in other chapters 
upon the relation of the Epistles. 

More peculiarly Galatian parts of the exposition follow; 
firstly i <^ Knowing that a man is not justified by the works 
of the law, but by the faith of Jesus Christ, even we have 
believed '," &c. ; secondly^ " But if, while we seek to be 
justified by Christ, we ourselves also are found sinners, is 
therefore Christ the minister of sin ? God forbid. For if I 
build again the things which I destroyed, I make myself a 
transgressor*;" and thirdly^ "For I through the law am 
dead to the law, that I might live unto Christ S" &c. 

Now these are also the heads of doctrine in which the 
Epistle to the Romans has those coincidences with the 
Epistle to the Galatians, from which its succession may be 
asserted. 

It was probable enough that this abstract of doctrine at 
Antioch would be observed throughout the Epistle which 
records it ; but it is remarkable to find it further pursued in 
the Epistle to the Romans. But as the first two parts of 
the abstract belong most to the Galatian argument, so does 
the third to the Romans. As to the first part of the 
abstract, justification by fiuth, and not by the law, is the 
subject pursued in the next chapter to the Galatians; while 
the fourth and fifth chapters are filled with the return to the 
beggarly elements of a spirit of bondage and of abuse of 
liberty, for an occasion to the flesh, which we su{^)0(9e to 
have been meant by tlie second part of the abstract^ by a 
man's building ag£dn those things which once he destroyed. 
The third part of the abstract, in the form of the expression, 
" dead to the law," &c., is prominent in the Epistle to the 

« Ver. 14, 15. ? Ver. 16. » Ver. 17, 18. ^ Ver. 19—21. 



Digiti 



zed by Google 



AND THE SECOND EPISTLE TO THE CORINTHIANS. 135 

Romans; the argument there returning to the idea of 
death in several places: these among the rest, i. 32; iv.^^; 
vi. 4; vi. 11 ; vii. 8; vii. 24. Not so, in the Epistle to 
the Galatians, where we find bondage and freedom used in 
the place of life and deaths to the Romans. So far, there 
is in these passages an order of composition agreeing with 
the abstract and confirming our order of the Epistles. We 
must come however to closer coincidences before we can 
assert any thing positive of these two arguments. 

VI. Several Roman and Galatian passages appear at first 
sight to be duplicates of each other. But if we examine 
them more closely they are contrasts rather than repetitions. 

This is the case with Gal. iv. 6 : " And because ye are 
sons, God had sent forth the Spirit of His Son into your 
hearts, crying Abba, Father," which is plainly parallel to 
Rom. viii. 14, 15 : " For as many as are led by the Spirit of 
God, they are the sons of God for .... ye have received 
the spirit of adoption (viodcafac)} whereby we cry Abba^ 
Father." The arguments run in the same line, but in 
different directions. In the Galatian, sonship bears with 
it the gift of the Spirit, in the Roman Epistle, sonship 
depends on the leading of the Spirit. 

VII. Distinct purposes produce an opposition of direc- 
tion in argimnents where we might suppose the language 
identical. 

Gal. iii. 27 : " For as many of you as have been baptized 
into Christ have put on Christ." Rom. vi. 3 : " Know ye 
not, that so many of us as were baptized into Jesus Christ 
were baptized into His death?" There seems here the 
same truth deduced from baptism. But look further at the 
direction of the Galatian argument ; they that have put on 
Christ are thereby free from the law ", Look at the Roman 
argument ; baptism into Christ's death is deadness to sin '• 

? Gal. iii. 26, 26. » Rom. vi. 4—7. 
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Here there is plainly an opposition of deadness, resulting 
from the two purposes with which the Romans and Gala- 
tians are addressed. The direction of the arguments from 
baptism confirms the general supplemental relation of these 
two Epistles. 

VIII. It is only perhaps at places where the two currents 
of argument pass the same objects that we can ascertain 
they are running in opposite directions. But doubtless, if 
we could follow them further, we should find the same con- 
trariety or supplementality throughout their courses. 

The war of the flesh and spirit is set down in one verse 
to the Galatians \ which concludes, ^^ So that ye cannot do 
the things that ye would." The same internal war is 
imfolded in the Epistle to the Romans throughout the 
seventh chapter, where it is easy to identify the subject, by 
comparing the last quoted text with the 19th verse : " The 
good that I would, I do not : but the evil which I would not, 
that I do." 

The Roman and Galatian topics are the same. To what 
purpose then are they respectively introduced? To the 
Galatians, the one verse on the subject of this war is placed 
parenthetically between the saying : " Walk in the Spirit, 
and ye shall not fulfil the lusts of the flesh," and another : 
" but if ye be led of the Spirit, ye are not under the law." 
To the Romans, the deadness to the law freeing us to 
serve ii^ the Spirit, is put first *, while at the end % deliverance 
from the body of this death is secured to those who walk 
after the Spirit Thus is the order of the arguments exactly 
inverted. 

IX. There is a supplemental relation indicated between 
the arguments above compared ; and to be assured of this, 
is sufficient for our purpose : neither Epistle can therefore 
be said to supersede the other. But if it be asked how this 

* Chap. V. 17. * Chap. vii. 1. * Chap. vii. 24 ; viii. 1. 
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reciprocal dependence is manifested, reference may again 
be made to the abstract of St. PauPs doctrine which he 
enunciated at Antioch. The form in which this is given at 
Antioch, is first, by analysis from the adversaries' view of 
justification by the law, down to a man's making himself a 
transgressor; tlien by synthesis, from one being dead to 
the law up to Christ living in him to God^ Such are 
also the general features of distinction between the two 
Epistles. 

In addition to this general supplementality, for which the 
first eight chapters to the Romans must be compared with 
the Galatian Epistle, a little coincidence seems to proclaim 
the Roman Epistle's sequence. The Galatian Epistle ends 
with, "In Christ Jesus neither circumcision availeth any 
thing (ri laxveO? ^^^ uncircumcision ^ ; " the Roman Epistle 
resumes the proof in the first two chapters, and in the first 
verse of the third chapter, asks what profit (ric v w^lAcm) is 
there of circumcision ? 

X. In the following instances we see the double purposes 
of the two Epistles. 

Abraham's example is introduced to this purport in the 
Galatian Epistle, Gal. iii. 6, 7 : " Even as Abraham 
believed God, and it was accounted to him for righteous- 
ness. Know ye therefore that they which are of faith, the 
same are the children of Abraham." The same example 
and the same text are introduced to the Romaiy with 
another purpose, Rom. iv. 1 — 3 : " What shall we say then 
that Abraham, our father as pertaining to the flesh, hath 
found? for if Abraham were justified by works, he hath 
whereof to glory ; but not before God. For what saith the 
Scripture? Abraham believed God, and it was counted 
unto him for righteousness." To the Galatians Abraham 
exemplifies righteousness and sonship given to faith ; to the 

7 Gal. ii. 17-20. » Chap. vi. 15. 
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Romans his example meets the question of glory in after- 
works and boast of acquired privileges. The purposes are 
complements of each other. But another text respecting 
Abraham follows in Gal. iii, 8 : " And the Scripture, fore- 
seeing that God would justify the heathen through faith, 
preached before the Gospel unto Abraham, saying. In thee 
shall all nations be blessed.*' This blessedness is referred to, 
in Rom. iv. 9, where the justification of the heathen is 
deduced on the same principle as before: ^^ Cometh this 
blessedness upon the circumcision only, or upon the uncircum- 
cision also, for we say that faith was reckoned to Abraham 
for righteousness?" There is a proof of the general pro- 
position in the one case, the disproof of a particular contra- 
diction in the other. A third text is quoted respecting 
Abraham to the Galatians : '^Now to Abraham and his seed 
were the promises made. He saith not, and to seeds, as of 
many ; but as of one, and to thy seed, which is Christ *." 
The same text is quoted to the Romans : ^^ Neither, because 
they are the seed of Abraham, are they all children : but, 
in Isaac shall thy seed be called. That is, they which are 
the children of the flesh, they are not the children of God ; 
but the children of the promise are counted for the seed * ." 
From one and the same text, the affirmative deduction is in 
the Galatian, "Which is Christ;" the particular negation, 
** they of the flesh are not," follows to the Romans. 

Thus, in three cases where, if they were not intended to 
form a common system, these two Epistles must overlap 
each other, we see that they derive mutual explanation of 
their arguments from the same Old Testament examples. 

XI. But the example of Abraham may be taken as one 
proof that the Epistle to the Hebrews anticipates the Epistles 
to Galatia and Rome. 

The Romans learn how Abraham's faith in God " who 

» Gal. iii. 16. « Rom. ix. 7, 8. 
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quickeneth the dead," was evinced by his not considering 
" his own body now dead," nor yet the deadness of Sara's 
womb', coincidently with the information to the Hebrews 
of Sara receiving strength, " when she was past age," to 
conceive seed of "him as good as dead*." Abraham 
was "fully assured" in one Epistle*; the other urges 
every one to this " full assurance *." In the alternation of 
the points alluded to, such exemplifications must have been 
connected ; but the Hebrew exhortation does not require to 
be illustrated from aside, as does Abraham's example to the 
Romans. The multitude of the seed is not omitted from 
either Epistle ; but in one, the comparison of the stars and 
the sand is expressed, in the other it is only implied in the 
quotation : " So shall thy seed be '." Our belief " on Him 
that raised up Jesus our Lord from the dead %" has more 
correspondence to Abraham's faith than appears in the 
surface of the Epistle to the Romans: that correspondence 
is expressed to the Hebrews, where it is said : " Abraham 
accounted that Grod was able to raise up Isaac, even from 
the dead ; from whence also he received him in a figure '." 

> Horn. iv. 19. « Heb. xL 11, 12. * Rom. iy. 21. 

• Heb. Ti. 11. r Heb. xi. 12 with Rom. iv. 18. 

• Rom. iv. 24. » Heb. xi. 19. 
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CHAPTER V. 
SECTION V. 

ON THE RELATION BETWEEN THE EPISTLES TO THE 
ROMANS AND EPHESIANS. 

I. The Epistle to the Ephesians opens with the subjects. 
Predestination and Election : with these subjects the argu- 
ment in that to the Romans ends. 

On examining the Romans, the 8th chapter, at the 29th 
and 30th verses, strikes upon the mind as a novelty un- 
paralleled by the language of the previous Epistles : " For 
whom He did foreknow, He also did predestinate to be 
conformed to the image of His son, that He might be the 
first-born among many brethren. Moreover, whom He did 
predestinate, them He also called : and whom He called, 
them He also justified: and whom He justified, them He 
also glorified." This predestination is the most abstract 
point which the argument can attain, and closes it in the 
Romans by filling the 9th, 10th, and llth chapters. It 
may fairly be thought resumed in the first chapter of the 
Epistle to the Ephesians, at the 4th, 5th, and llth verses: 
^^ According as He hath chosen us in Him, before the foun- 
dation of the world .... having predestinated us unto the 
adoption of children by Jesus Christ to Himself • • . • In 
whom also we have obtained an inheritance, being pre- 
destinated according to the purpose of Him Who worketh 
all things after the counsel of His own will." 



Digiti 



zed by Google 



ON THE EPISTLES TO THE ROMANS AND EPHESIANS. 141 

II. The frequent use of the word riches in the Romans, 
Ephesians, and Colossians obtains for it, from Paley, 
the title of a ^^cant" word. But arrange the Apostle's 
language in Rom. ii. 4 ; ix. 23 ; xi. 33. Col. i. 27 ; ii. 2 ; 
3. 16. Ephes. i. 18; ii. 4. 7; iii. 8. 16, not as if he "dis- 
regarded the rules of good writing," but as if he desired to 
retain the ear by iteration of the same sound; and the 
course and climax of this usage will express St. Paul's 
admiration of God's mercy to the world. Gentile as well as 
Jew, in their salvation by Christ. The same is true of the 
word " glory," which is used nearly as often as the word 
"riches," and in dependence on the same set of subjects in 
both Epistles, namely, on "tribulations," "peace," &c. 
This climax of the epistolary argument produces also a 
parallel in regard to the word " love." " Nor height, nor 
depth, nor any other creature, shall be able to separate us 
from the love of God which is in Christ Jesus our Lord \" 
That ye "may be able to comprehend with all saints, what 
is the breadth, and length, and depth, and height ; and to 
know the love of Christ, that passeth knowledge, that ye 
might be filled with all the fulness of God '." 

III. Instead of a peculiarity in St Paul's style of "going 
off at a word" as Paley describes it, one of Paley's ex- 
amples, Ephes. iv. 8 — 11, may be more properly called a 
resumption of Rom. x. 6, 7. 

" Wherefore He saith. When He ascended up on high. 
He led captivity captive, and gave gifts unto men. (Now 
that He ascended, what is it but that He also descended 
first into the lower parts of the earth ? He that descended 
is the same also that ascended up far above all heavens, 
that He might fill all things.) And He gave some, Apostles, 
&c." Something more than the mere mention of "the 
measure of the gift of Christ," drew the writer into this 

» Rom. viii. 39. « Ephes. iii. 18, 19. 
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parenthesis to the Ephesians ; for there is a remonstrance of 
a like kind to the Romans : " Say not in thine heart, Who 
shall ascend into heaven ? (that is, to bring Christ down from 
above.) Or who shall descend into the deep? (that is, to 
bring Christ up again from the dead.) But what saith it ? 
The word is nigh thee, even in thy mouth, and in thy 
heart : that is, the word of faith which we preach." The 
ubiquity of the Spirit's presence is the sequel to its indi- 
vidual proximity, and the same text proves them both. 

IV, But this is what alone distinguishes those very like 
passages on the unity of the Christian body in 1 Cor. xii. 
4—7. 10, 11. 28, in Rom. xii. 3 — 8, and in Ephes. iv. 4 — 
7. 11, 12. 16. Of these, the Corinthian passage enimciates 
the existence of unity amidst the diversity of gifts; the 
Roman teaches Christians to cultivate their individual gifts ; 
the Ephesian aims at the development of the entire Chris- 
tian body. Thus, in their treatment of the same subject, 
existence is discussed in the first, growth in die kust two 
Epistles. 

V. The passage to the Ephesians on the spiritual mar- 
riage between Christ and His Church, is the issue of 
arguments in the Epistles to Rome and Corinth. For we 
can point to the many places in which the First Epistle to 
the Corinthians recurs to the body as its topic ' ; the many 
places in which the Roman and Galatian Epistles refer to 
the word j^^A *. It is more, therefore, than an unsustained 
analogy, when the Ephesians points to the ** Saviour of the 
body *," and asserts the mystery, " they two shall be one 
flesh '." All that remained for this Epistle, was to name the 
last particular respecting Christ's Church, and to conclude 
with the epistolary climax : '^ For we are members of His 
body, of His flesh, and of HU bones '." 

3 1 Cor. vi. 16 ; X. 17 ; xii. ; xv. 36—44. 

* Rom. ii. 28 ; iv. 1 ; vii. 18 ; viii. 9 ; ix. 6, &c. 

« Chap- T. 28. « lb. ver. 31. ' Ephes. v. 30. 
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VI. The series of Epistles hitherto examined, may be 
placed between the Epistles to the Ephesians and Hebrews, 
if attention be paid to differences of tone and language 
upon the same points. 

For let the hint given to the Hebrews, respecting the 
presence of sinners among the Christians themselves, be 
contrasted with the silence recommended to the Ephesians, 
respecting the very names of such debasing sins ^ ; and the 
whole series, on the detection of the sinners, and on the 
refutation of the blame they cast on others, may be ar- 
ranged between these two passages '. 

Again, there is an approach to a contradiction between 
the advice given to the Hebrews : " ye ought to be teach- 
ers '^" and the withdrawal of the Ephesians from their 
teachers : " That we henceforth be no more children 
(vfin-ioi), tossed to and fro, and carried about with every 
wind of doctrine, by the sleight of men "." There is room 
for the series of Epistles to display the teachers forewarned '% 
censured S levelled *, before they are finally held up to their 
own pupils as deceivers ; that is, there is need of the ex- 
planatory series on the Jewish pretension of teaching the 
Gentiles. 

It would be difficult to lay aside the panoply* of the 
Ephesian Epistle, after its accumulation as ^'breastplate 
and helmet " in the 1 Thessalonian *, " on the right hand 
and on the left " in the 2 Corinthian *, the " armour (SttXo) 
of light " in the Roman * Epistle. It is a natural recapitula- 
tion, to call over " the whole armour of God ' " in the latter 
Epistle, which would be lost, unless we connected the 
Ephesian "helmet of salvation" with the Thessalonian 



« Ephes. V. 3. 

9 Compare also, 2 Cor. vi. H — 18 with Ephes. v. 5 — 7. 
" Heb. V. 12. " Eph. iv. 14. " Heb. i Cor. 

* Gal. ' rriv wavoTrXiaj/, Eph. vi. 14. * 1 Thess. v. 8. 

* 2 Cor. vi. 7. « Chap. xiii. 12. ' Eph. vi. 11—17. 
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" hope, the helmet of salvation," and would be nullified if 
we placed the Hebrews' " word of God — sharper than any 
two-edged sword*," after the Ephesian "the sword of the 
Spirit, which is the Word of God." 

VII. Contrast unites the Epistles to the Ephesians and 
Hebrews more than likeness ; for where a likeness appears, 
it evidently intends the final placing of the Gentiles on a 
level with the Jews. They " who sometimes were far oflF 
are made nigh*;" they "have boldness and access with 
confidence *," as well as those needing only to " hold fast 
the confidence *," and " to come boldly unto the throne of 
grace*." To the Hebrews, St. Paul defers the event of 
the predicted subjection of all things to Christ, saying, 
"but now we see not yet all things put under Him*," 
whereas to the Ephesians he anticipates the same event : 
" And hath put all things under His feet ^" In the former 
Epistle, " Moses was faithful in all his house as a servant *." 
But in the latter, others " are built upon the foundation of 
the apostles and prophets, Jesus Christ Himself being the 
chief corner stone," " for through Him, we both have an 
access by one Spirit xmto the Father '.'* And this was the 
mystery which was hid, as in other ages and places, so, it 
may be, in the Epistle to the Hebrews, and from tlie age 
to which that Epistle belongs. 

« Chap. iv. 12. » Eph. ii. 13. i lb. iii. 12. 

» Heb. Ui. 6. » lb. iv. 16. * lb. ii. 8. 

^ Eph. i. 22. « Heb. iii. 5. ? Eph. ii. 18. 20. 
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CHAPTER VL 

ON THE RELATION OF THE EPISTLE TO THE C0L08SIANS 
TO THAT TO THE EPHESIANS. 

I. The Epistle to the Ephesians and the Epistle to the 
Colossians import to be two letters written at, or nearly at 
the same time, and upon the same purpose, and to have 
been sent by the same messenger \ They treat of the 
same general subject, establishing, by similar arguments, 
the doctrine of the union of Jews and Gentiles under the 
Christian dispensation. There is a close resemblance in 
the style and diction of the two Epistles ; many of the ex- 
pressions of one recur in the other ; sometimes whole sen- 
tences are alike. Now, while these circumstances combine 
to prove the common date of these two Epistles, do they 
allow us to suppose that the same congregation was expected 
to read them both ? If we can show that each was destined 
so to be read after the other by the same persons, we have a 
much stronger reason for supposing that the other Epistles, 
which diflfer considerably, were intended, by their due suc- 
cession, to profit the whole Church, 

Now, that neither of these Epistles supersedes the other, 
will be shown from their contents. But there is a text from 
the Epistle to the Colossians which makes it probable at 

» Eph. vi. 21, 22. Col. iv. 7—9, compared by Paley, Horn Paulinse, 
ehap. vi. 
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once : " When this epistle is read among yon, cause that it 
be read also in the Church of the Laodiceans ; and that ye 
likewise read the epistle from Laodicea*." The Epistles 
which were to be thus interchanged, were, in all probability, 
the two under present consideration. But if each, of two 
Epistles so alike, was ordered to be read in succession after 
the other; then generally, the Epistles which are most 
alike in subject, were intended to be read consecutively. 
These two Epistles were so composed, that the priority of 
reading one or other should be a matter of indifference ; but 
each was intended to supply something of illustration or 
clearness to that other. Hence also, generally, where the 
order of reading an Epistle was not indifferent, but from 
later date of composition later perusal was expected, yet 
Epistles were not written to supersede those which had 
been published before, but to pursue a common plan and 
to supply fulness to those they succeeded. 

II. A general idea of the classes of readers contemplated 
in these two Epistles will serve to show, that neither could 
have the effect of superseding the other. 

First, eliminating statements of doctrine from the Epistle 
to the Ephesians, the following exhortations will give us an 
estimate of the characteristics of its readers : '^ Remember, 
that ye being in time pasf Gentiles in the flesh (who are 
called Uncircumcision by that which is called the Circum- 
cision in the flesh made by hands) ; that at that time ye 
were without Christ .... But now in Christ Jesus ye who 
sometimes were far off are made nigh by the blood of 
Christ'." Such persons were originally Gentiles, and the 
parenthesis suggests that they remained in a state to be 
reproached for this origin by those who conformed to 
Judaism. This suggestion is confirmed : " This I say there- 
fore, and testify in the Lord, that ye henceforth walk not 

» Col. iv. 16. 3 Eph. ii. 11—13. 
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as other Gentiles walk, in the vanity of their mind .... 
to work all uncleanness with greediness. But ye have not 
so learned Christ; if so be that ye have heard Him, and 
have been taught by Him, as the truth is in Jesus *." Out- 
ward appearances gave fewer tokens of their haying heard 
Christ, than of temptations to return to heathenism. << Be 
not ye therefore partakers with them *," could best be said 
to the Gentile sinner that repented of moral guilt, without 
disavowing his former associates in disobedience. Such 
appear to be the feelings worked upon here. 

The interchange of the pronouns " we " and " ye " is 
significant. ^' We first trusted in Christ. In whom ye also 
trusted, after that ye heard, &c. ^" so that they were of the 
later converts : ^^ In time past ye walked according to the 
course of this world .... among whom also we all had our 
conversation in times past .... and were by nature the 
children of wrath, even as others ^" The Apostle's sym- 
pathy was shown, in placing such as himself among them 
as children of wrath by nature. ^^ I . • . . beseech you that 
ye walk worthy of the vocation wherewith ye are called . . . 
That we henceforth be no more children .... carried about 
.... by the sleight of men," that "lie in wait to deceive'." 
Thus, a change of the person from " ye " to " we " is made 
in this Epistle, whenever the Apostle would speak of those 
who could pride themselves on present or former obedience 
to the law. 

III. But now, if we treat their Epistle in the same way, 
the Colossians present a difierent shade of character ; " You, 
that were sometime alienated and enemies in your mind by 
wicked works, yet now hath He reconciled in the body of 
His flesh through death, to present you holy and unblame- 
able and unreproveable in His sight : if ye continue in the 
&ith grounded and settled, and be not moved away from 

* Eph. iv. 17—21. » lb. V. 7. * lb. i. 12. 

^ lb. ii. 2, 3. » lb. iv. 1. 14, 16. 

l2 
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the hope of the Gospel, which ye have heard, and which was 
preached to every creature which is under heaven ^" These 
parties had, it is evident, heard of the Gospel ; and if their 
previous works had been in the ways of heathen wickedness, 
their present danger was, nevertheless, jfrom a more praise- 
seeking apostacy. There is no change of the pronoun 
from " ye " to " we " here : " Beware lest any man spoil 
you through philosophy and vain deceit, after the tradition 
of men, after the rudiments of the world, and not after 
Christ \" " Let no man therefore judge you in meat, or in 
drink, or in respect of an holyday *." " Let no man beguile 
you of your reward in a voluntary humility and worship- 
ping of angels '." If the pronoun is ever changed here, 
this is to reserve the contagion of Gentile preaching to the 
Apostle himself*, or to obtain their thanks for his deliver- 
ance from the common darkness '. Instead of temptations 
to a former way of life", the world these now lived in 
subjected the Colossians to ordinances, ^^ touch not, taste 
not," &c«, judged them in ceremonials, stimulated them to 
external honours, " to the satisfying of the flesh ^." 

IV. Such being the different tendencies of the two classes 
of Gentile Christians with whom the Apostle had to deal, 
the general arguments which he delivers to them are equally 
distinct. 

To the Ephesians, that is, to those converts who were 
more lax, and who perhaps were more debased in former 
vices, a doctrine was suited, which should encourage in them 
a feeling of present responsibility and self-respect. Such 
was the doctrine, " That the Gentiles should be fellow-heirs, 
and of the same body, and partakers of His promise in 
Christ by the Gospel*:" the gathering together in one 



« Col. i. 21—23. 


1 lb. ii. 8. 


2 lb. ver. 16. 


» lb. ver. 18. 


* lb. i. 28 ; iv. 3. 


» lb. i. 12. 


• lb. iii. 7. 


f lb. ii. 21. 23. 


■ Eph iii. 6. 
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head'; the raising us up together, and making us sit 
together in heavenly places in Christ Jesus ^^ ; the light of 
their present position contrasted with their previous dark- 
ness ^* ; the depth of those lower parts of the earth from 
which Christ ascended, far above all heavens, that He 
might fill all things, and give gifts unto men " ; the doctrine 
that through Him the Head, both those <^afar off," as well 
as those ^^ that were nigh, have access by one Spirit unto 
the Father »»." 

To the Colossians, whom we have seen to be more 
ceremonially scrupulous, the lesson to be taught was, that 
they were " complete in Christ "." Not to them only, but 
as it is come <<in all the world ^';" as it is ^^ preached to 
every creature under heaven **," the Gospel was " to re- 
concile a// things unto'' the Father, through Christ, in whom 
^^ all fulness dwelt ^;" ^Mn whom are hid all the treasures 
of wisdom and knowledge * ; " by whom ^^ were all things 
created*;" by whom "all things consist*;" of whom is 
"the body*;" from whom "all the body" increaseth*; 
Who is "all and in all';" the doctrine, in fine, that "in 
Him dwelleth all the fulness of the Godhead bodily *." 

The general arguments to the Ephesians and Colossians 
are, therefore, as distinct as the head is from the body 
among the members, and adapted to point out the source of 
elevation and nourishmenty according as the needs of one 
Christian or another might require. The two classes of 
Christians here contemplated, correspond to the two con- 
trasted in the first and second chapters to the Romans, just 
as the sin-condemning and sin-countenancing tendencies 



• Eph. i. 10. " lb. ii. 6. " lb. v. 8—14. 
" lb. iv. 8—10. " lb. ii. 17, 18. " Col. ii. 10. 

» lb. i. 6. " lb. ver. 23. » lb. vers. 19, 20. 

« lb. ii. 3. » lb. i. 16. * lb. ver, 17. 

» lb. u. 17. • lb. ver. 19. ' lb. iii. 11. 

• lb. ii. 9. 
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there exposed, have been found in the Judaizer and Greek 
of other Epistles. The common system, therefore, of the 
Epistles which has appeared throughout the twofold course 
of their argument against circumcision and undrcum- 
cision, now no less certainly appears in this their double 
climax *. 

V. But if the two Epistles be further examined, the 
reason of their running so strict a parallel will be still better 
seen in their mutual illustration and support. To do this 
the more fairly, we shall follow Palet/s course of examples^ 
even if we cannot exactly receive his conclusions ; for dupli- 
cate expressions do not disprove a common system. If the 
Ephesian arguments be taken for granted in the Colossian 
Epistle " and vice versd^ fragments of Ephesian sentences 
savour of the general scope of the Colossian arguments *, 
it is clear that passages would be abrupt and unfinished 
without some such stretching over into the other line of 
subjects. Again, there are common topics undoubtedly, but 
then, these topics are common, because each of the two 
contending parties wanted these very things to be set forth 
from his own side. " Wherefore putting away lying, speak 
every man truth with his neighbour*;" " Lie not one to 
another, seeing, &c.';" a correction of that vice does 
seem to bear a nearer relation to the "putting on the new 
man," than a reformation in any other article of morals *. 
Such are the common references to the heard-of « word of 
truth," whether they must recognize its general application *, 
or inquire into their own personal reception of it*. Hence 
duplicate references to its being hid hitherto \ and to St. 
Paul being made a minister thereof'. We can therefore 
see in the sentences quoted by Paley as repeated in the 

» Comp. chap. iv. par. xxii. »• Col. i. 18 ; ii. 10 ; iii. 19. 

» Eph. i. 23 ; iii. 19 ; iv. 10. « lb. iv. 26. 

9 Col. iii. 9. * Paley, chap. vi. no. 3. 

» Col. i. 6, 6. 23. • Eph. i. 13 ; iv. 21. 

7 Col. i. 26, 27 ; ii. 2. Eph. iii. 9. « Col. i. 23. 25. Eph. iii. 5, &e. 
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second letter, no sameness that was unnecessary. Even the 
parallel connecting things in earth with things in heaven is not 
^^ a very singular sentiment " to mark a double climax. St. 
Paul was not indifferent to the kind of persons he addressed 
when, while admitting both to the same psalms and hymns 
and spiritual songs, he yet added *^ with grace * " to those who 
thought they could do without it, and allowed one more 
sign of merry-making melody '' to the sinner that repented. 
Though he sent to inform both Churches of his own affairs, 
his messenger was commissioned to inform himself of the 
affairs of but one, and this, the one tempted to judaize ^ 

VI. As the doubt which these Epistles throw upon our 
theory of a common system belonging to St Paul's Epistles 
can only proceed from their seeming identity, take the 
parallel between two passages, whose affinity is said by 
Paley to be ^' in signification, in terms, and in the order of 
the words, closer than can be pointed out between any 
parts of any two Epistles in the volume." 

Eph. v. 22, &c. Col. iii. 18, &c. 

" WiveSf submit yourselves " Wives, submit yourselves 

unto your own husbands^ as unto your own husbands, as it 

unto the Lord. is fit in the Lordr 

" For the husband is the 
head of the wife, even as 
Christ is the head of the 
church, &c 

^^ HuAandSf love your "^^ Husbands, love your 

wives, even as Christ also wives, and be not bitter 

loved the Chiu*ch, &c. against them. 

" Children, obey your pa- ** Children, obey your pa- 
rents in the Lord: for this is rents in all things: fyr this 
right is well pleasing unto the 

<* Honour thy father, &c. Lord. 

• Col. iii. 16. " Comp. James v. 13 with Eph. v. 19. 

» Col. iv. a 
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" And, yefathers, provoke 
not your children to wrath: 
but bring them up in the 
nurture and admonition of 
the Lord. 

^^ Servants, be obedient to 
them that are your masters 
accordiny to the flesh, loith 
fear and trembling, in single^ 
ness of your heart, as unto 
Christ; not with eyeservice, 
as menpleasers; but as the 
servants of Christ, doing the 
will of God from the heart ; 
with good will doing service, 
as to the Lord^ and not to 
men: knowing that what- 
soever good thing any man 
doeth, the same shall he re- 
ceive of the Lord, whether 
he be bond or free. 

" And, ye mcuters, do the 
same things unto them, for- 
bearing threatening: know- 
ing that your Master also is in 
heaven; neither is there re- 
spect of persons with Him." 



" Fathers, provoke not your 
children to anger, lest they 
be discouraged. 



'^ Servants, obey in all 
things your masters according 
to the flesh ; not with eye- 
service as menpleasers; but 
tn singleness of heart, fearing 
God : and whatsoever ye do, 
do it heartily, as to the Lord, 
and not unto men; knowing 
that of the Lord ye shall 
receive the reward of the 
inheritance: for ye serve 
the Lord Christ But he 
that doeth wrong shall re- 
ceive for the wrong which 
he hath done: and there is 
no respect of persons. 

" Masters, give unto your 
servants that which is just 
and equal; knowing that ye 
also have a Master in hea- 
venJ* 



Now this comparison suggests reasons why it was not 
superfluous to repeat these exhortations. 

First, in describing the relations of masters and servants, 
the one Epistle contains the recompence of wrong, while 
the other denotes the exactitude of the reward of good 
things done ; in one Epistle, servants are encouraged to 
remember there is no respect of persons with God, while 
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masters are warned to remember the same truth in the 
other. So that the supplemental application of motives 
would suggest, that either Epistle might profitably suc- 
ceed the other, although it repeated the same list of moral 
duties. 

But, Secondly^ there is no unnecessary repetition, because 
these practical exhortations minister to the doctrinal purpose 
of their respective Epistles. The leading idea of the Epistle 
to the Ephesians, the bringing all things to one head ' in 
Christ, would suggest to the Apostle to enlarge upon that 
headship under the conjugal relation, and to exemplify 
thereby the unity between Christ and His Church. The 
general scope of the Epistle to the Colossians being the 
believer's completeness in Christ; to them alone, the obe- 
dience of children to parents and of servants to masters is 
pronounced an ^^ obedience — ^in all things." 

Then, Thirdlyj the Colossians being more likely to be 
led away by Jewish rigour, the Ephesians by mutual in- 
dulgence, these different shades of character would account 
for any differences in the language held towards the one 
and the other readers, though these differences would allow 
us to suppose the exacting husbands and Withers centred 
in Colossse, the irresponsible parents and children at 
Ephesus'. 

VII. The next longest parallel which would affect our 
argument of a common system belonging to St Paul's 
Epistles, if indeed we considered it as Paley does, written 
^< without any express recollection of what the Apostle had 
written before," is the parallel between Eph. i. 19 — 23; 
ii. 1 — 5, and Col. ii. 12, 13. 



' iivaK%^\awtrairQaif Eph. i. 10. 

' When the difference is barely perceptible, yet the excess over in the 
one passage ** with fear and trembling " (Eph. vi. 5) may be contrasted with 
the excess over in the other '* fearing God '' (Col. iii. 22), and with similar 
effect to the above, by the light of 2 Cor. viL 16 and Phil. ii. 12, 13. 



Digiti 



zed by Google 



154 



ON THE RELATION OF THE EPISTLE 



Eph. i. 19, &c. Col. ii. 12, 13. 

" To US-ward who be- " Through the faith of 

lieve, according to the work- the operation (ivigyilag) of 
in^ (IvI/oYcmv) of His mighty God, who hath raised Him 
power, which He wrought in Jrom the dead, 
Christ, when He raised Him 
from the dead^ 

" (And set Him at His 
own right hand in the hea- 
venly places, fiu: above all 
principality &c. . . . and gave 
Him to be the head over all 
things to the Church, which 
is His body, the fulness of 
Him that fiUeth all in all). 

^^ And you hath He quick- 
ened, who were dead in tres- 
passes and sins ; (wherein in 
time past ye walked accord- 
ing to the course of this 
world .... and were by 
nature the children of wrath, 
even as others. 

" But God, who is rich in 
mercy, for His great love 
wherewith He loved us, 

" Even when we were dead " And you, being dead in 
in sins, hath quickened us your sins and the uncircum- 
together with Christ'' cision of your flesh, hath He 

quickened together with Him'' 

'< Out of the long quotation from the Ephesians, take 
away the parentheses and you have left'' (as Paley says) 
^< a sentence almost in terms the same as the short quotation 
from the Colossians." But if the Ephesian Epistle in this 
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and other places seem to fill up the Colossian oatUne, or the 
Colossian appear the abstract simplifying the impassioned 
eloquence to the Ephesians, it does not follow that such 
repetition was unnecessary in one Epistolary system. Paley 
says, it was St Paul's manner to enlarge upon incidental 
thoughts by the way, and that here the thread of his dis- 
course is interrupted, *^ the first dme by a view which breaks 
in upon his mind of the exaltation of Christ, and the second 
time by a description of heathen depravity/' Agreed. But 
then, the doctrine of Christ's exaltation might require 
recapitulation ; the recollection of their heathen depravity 
proved their deadness in sin prior to the Christian covenant. 
To those who had read the previous Epistles, such would 
be the sense attached to the Colossian expressions, as well 
as the drift of the Ephesian parentheses. The first contains 
the creed of the " operation of God," the second explains 
the reality of "the uncircumcision of the flesh." Both 
these are issues of the argument which is common to the 
Epistles; the second man's exaltation; the first man's dead- 
ness consequent on the carnal nature of both Jews and 
Gentiles. To one in whose mind that general argument 
weighed, there would be the greater force in single terms 
used in the prior epistolary system ; to one who neglected 
previous admonition, the fuller recapitulation of the argu- 
ment was necessary. If the Judaizing adult could appreciate 
the compactness of the final summary, the Gentile stranger 
could make more use of the parenthetic Epistle as his first 
and last survey of Christian doctrine. In no other but the 
same author's mind could there occur such a natural inter- 
mixture of "ideas rising up at the time;" yet these ideas 
were not allowed to rise up irrespective of the design in 
hand, or of the parties addressed, or of the general system 
of his Epistles. 

VIII. The last two parallels will show that partial re- 
petition is explicable upon principles which admit both the 
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They 

are instances upon which Paley places more reliance than 
upon the former class of a more carefully adjusted agreement, 
because ^'partial resemblance is only to be met with where no 
imitation is designed." If there be any inconsistency with 
the design of a common system among the Epistles, it is 
not in Paley*s parallels, but in his attributing the mixture 
of sameness and variety in the language of St Paul entirely 
to accident. These two Epistles are too exactly supple- 
mental to each other for a suspicion of either accident or 
forgery. But if it would indeed be inconsistent with a 
common system among the Epistles, for such a parallel as 
Eph. iy. 22 — 24 with Col. iii. 9, 10, to arise merely from 
terms "still floating in the Apostle's memory;" and if 
there were '^ no studied recollection employed " in the like- 
ness of Eph. V. 6 — 8 to Col. iii. 6 — 8; Paley 's explanations 
must be confronted with the evidences of precision and 
common purpose which these very instances supply. From 
Col. iii. 6 — 10, we find the modification "sometime when 
ye lived in them " applied to the deeds of the Colossians, 
as if they therefore lived in such sin no longer : of these, 
the renewed was to be furthermore unto knowledge (etc 
Birlyviodiv)^ On the other hand, the quality which was 
already evinced, and that which was still required in the 
Christian character, are reversed to the Ephesians: the 
end of renewal is unto holiness * : they thought they had 
light, let them walk in it \ But here Paley, to prove the 
absence of study by the resemblance being partial, remarks : 
« half of the sentiment — is expressed in identical words." 
He speaks of the phrase " for which things' sake, the wrath 
of God cometh upon the children of disobedience " (aira- 
Oalag). But had not the previous Epistles the same double 
drift, "to conclude all in unbelief" (awBiOsiav) ^ ? Now, 

* Eph. iv. 22—24. * lb. v. 6—8. « Rom. xi. 32. 
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therefore, the same two parties require to be reminded of it 
alike. 

In the midst of these supplemental parallels, another 
significant diversity occurs. Eph. v. 5 speaks of a ^^ cove- 
tous man who is an idolater," as if they were liable to be 
classed with the idolatrous ; Col. iii. 5 speaks of ^< covetous- 
ness, which is idolatry," as if they could commit the offence 
while they repudiated the name. 

Upon the same principles we may explain Paley's other 
instances o{ partial remembrance. In Col. iv. 5, " Walk in 
wisdom toward thenx that are without {irpo^ ro^c ^£a>)» 
redeeming the time," compared with Eph. v. 15, 16, <* See 
then that ye walk circumspectly (ajepijSoic), not as fools, 
but as wise, redeeming the time ;" there is something more 
than <^ precisely the same idea " intended to be conveyed 
by TTpog rot^c iK(»f3 and aicpe/ScJc* I^or the first means only 
those external to a body of exdusives, the second includes 
every one external to the person addressed. Remembering 
the opportunity still left for " teaching every man his neigh- 
bour," both they who could be looked upon " as fools ^" 
and they who could talk of ^^them that are without'," must 
alike redeem the time. The one therefore (to go to Paley's 
next instance) must pray that St Paul ^^ open his mouth 
boldly'," the other, that *'a door" of communication be 
opened unto him ". 

If the individualities of these two Epistles were not mi- 
nutely preserved, we should not find charity styled ^^ the 
bond of peace " in one^ and ^^the bond of perfectness" in 
the other ' ; the Gbreek form in one, n)v oiKiKJiv rov atifiaroQ 
TTOutrai \ the Hebrew idiom in the other, av^ti rtiv av$i)<riv 
rov Gcoi; *, and the parts unbalanced (in Paley's parallel of 
Eph. iv. 32 with Col. iii, 13), "evil speaking with all 



7 Eph. V. 16. 


• Col. iv. 5. 


»• Eph. vi. 19. 


'0 Col. iv.-3. 


1 Eph.iv.3. 


» Col. iii. 14. 


3 Eph. iv. 16. 


* Col. ii. 19. 
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malice " in the one, in place of '^ if any man have a quarrel 
against any " in the other, according as conciliation must 
be cultivated, or ancient prejudices dropped. But here we 
have exhausted Paley's instances. To arg^e from such 
instances of partial resemblance that no imitation was 
designed, is to make the writing of such an Epistle a less 
elaborate task than Paley would have considered it, with or 
without the other Epistle before him. The singularity of the 
reason for the diversities, and their belonging as a property 
of the composition to their own Epistle, prove by his own 
instances, that there was more design in the coincidences of 
these two Epistles than he has admitted, a great precision 
and purpose in their supplemental construction. 

IX. Having seen a special design running through the 
most nearly identical an well as the most distinct passages 
of the two Epistles, suited to the special qualities of the two 
different parties addressed, it only remains to show, in the 
doctrine of both, a purpose common to the general Epistolary 
argument, by adding two of their supplemental continuations 
of particular points of other Epistles. 

The Epistle to the Hebrews and the first Epistle to the 
Corinthians were brought near to one another * by having, 
in common, metaphors taken from the wrestling and runninff 
matches held in such honour, in more than one part of St. 
Paul's diocese ; but one or other of these metaphors is found 
in each of his Epistles, keeping them all to this Isthmian 
group. If the Epistle to the Ephesians adopt the metaphor 
from wrestling, the supplemental Epistle to the Colossians 
may be expected to borrow its term from the race. Accord- 
ingly, the " taking the whole armour of God," is fully en- 
larged upon to the Ephesians, in order that they may 
wrestle against such as are not flesh and blood ^ In this 
armour they are ^'to stand'." But the Colossians are 

* Pap. XVL of Chap. i. • Eph. vi. 10-17. 

^ lb. ver. 13. 
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exhorted by images derived from the other contest, the race, 
to run therefore against human competitors ■. This idea is 
hid in the words icara/3/oaj3€vlr(o, translated " beguile you of 
your reward '," and jSpajSculrw, " rule \" because the prize 
{(ipafieiov) in the Christian race coming before us in an 
earlier Epistle*; here we have words derived from the 
title of the person who bestowed the prize. We have seen 
faith, hope, and charity united in the Epistles, and indeed in 
the two under present examination they are found together. 
But in Eph. iii. 17, faith is coupled with love, "that ye 
being rooted and grounded in love;" in Col. i. 23, with 
hope, " grounded and settled, and be not moved away from 
the hope.'* The union of the two passages is like the union 
which was made between the Corinthian and Thessalonian 
developments of the Epistle to the Hebrews on the same 
article. ^ 

Again, therefore, we return to the conclusion that the 
topics in the Colossian and Ephesian Epistles are too 
minutely supplemental to each other, too well adapted for 
mutual explanation, as well as for the division of the episto- 
lary argument, to be unintentional continuations of the 
Apostle's previous correspondence. 



* The running contest found in the Colossian list of metaphors is the more 
appropriate to the Jewish opposition, for it is found in the Epistles of that 
class, the Galatian and Philippian for instance. There is a word used to 
the Hebrews which may be its origin (vvrcpijicsvai), to come late to the true 
rest (Heb. iv. 1, compare Rom. iii. 23). 

» Col. it 18. » lb. iii. 16. » 1 Cor. ix. 24. 
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CHAPTER VIL 

ON THE RELATION OF THE EPISTLE TO THE PHIL] PPIANS 
TO OTHER EPISTLES. 

I. The principal point urged in the Epistle to the Philip- 
pians is, that each Christian must empty himself of his own 
peculiar advantages, in order to procure benefits to others, 
and so reduce the Christian society to the one mind of 
Christ. 

The brightest eicample of such emptying of self was set 
by the Saviour : " Look not every man on his own things, 
but on the things of others. Let this mind be in you, which 
was also in Christ Jesus * : " and the result is seen in the 
things thereby brought into equality with the Divine. 

Such, in a minor example, is the Apostle's counting of 
all his own natural position, loss for Christ : his forgetting 
of those things which were behind, in order that he might 
^< press toward the mark for the prize of the high calling of 
God in Christ Jesus*." 

Such commimity in other's good points the Apostle's 
congratulations to the Philippians, that it was given them, 
"in the behalf of Christ ... to svffer for his sake*;" 
" that they were in bonds partakers of the Apostle's grace *;" 

» Phil. ii. 4—11. » lb. iii. 4—14. 

» lb. i, ^9. * lb. i. 7. 
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that, as at first, so now at the ^Mast their care of him 
flourished again '/' 

Unity of Christian sentiment, by subjection of all things 
to Christ, the Apostle urges, and eiq>ects from such commu* 
nication by giving and receiving, so that even the preaching 
of Christ, in pretence, is not without joy to him ; his con- 
tinued existence a furtherance of their unity % his danger 
for them a reciprocity of joy ^ ; if in any thing they be 
otherwise minded, God shall reveal even the perfect 
mind unto them'. The last division of the Epistolary 
argument, in the Ephesian and ColoSsian Epistles, bringing 
their language to such an exact balance of censure against 
Jewish and heathen tendencies, required a single sequel. 
The very nearness of those two Epistles' mutual approxi- 
mation, displays the existence and equality of those opposite 
pretensions of which the Philippian Epistle aims to empty 
the Christian. This third Epistle, by assigning a reason 
for their being verbally supplemental to each other, crowns 
their double climax to the general system. 

II. In reserving the Epistle to the Philippians to the 
last, we have had occasion to take little for granted in pre- 
vious chapters, unless it be the succession of this Epistle to 
that to the Romans, which we in one place assumed without 
being able to anticipate aU the proofs '. 

From the later chapters to the Romans, where the con- 
trast of the Jew and Gentile is directed to provoke them to 
emulation \ we extract the following parallels with the 
Epistle to the Philippians : " Be not high-minded *," corre- 
sponding to " lowliness of mind'," " but fear," corresponding 
to "fear and trembling*;" "I say ... to every man . . . 



» PhU. iv. 10. • lb. i. 27. ' lb. ii. 17. 18. 

« lb. iii. 15. • Chap. v. par. ii. » lb. xi. 14. 

» Rom. xi. 20. » Phil. ii. 3. * lb. ver. 12. 
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not to think of himself more highly than he ought to think %" 
corresponding to, ^^ let each esteem others better than them- 
selves ' ;" <^be of the same mind one towards another, mind 
not high things, but condescend to men of low estate %" 
corresponding to "whereto we have already attained, 
let us walk by the same rule, let us mind the same 
thing V 

Now, these coinddental exhortations are grounded upon 
like structure of doctrine ; the example of the Saviour ; to 
the Philippians, "If there be therefore any consolation 
{irapaKkrirTig) in Christ ... be likeminded, having the same 
love, being of one accord, of one mind ... let this mind be 
in you^ which was also in Christ Jesus':" to the Romans, 
" The God of patience and consolation (rrig irapaKXritrewg) 
grant you to be likeminded one toward another according to 
Christ Jesus : that ye may with one mind and one mouth 
glorify God, even the Father of our Lord Jesus Christ. 
Wherefore receive ye one another, as Christ also received 
us to the glory of God K" 

This passage, from the very end of the Epistle to the 
Romans, is very like the one we have quoted from the 
beginning of that to the Philippians. But the latter 
part of the Philippian passage, " That at the name of Jesus 
every knee should bow . . . and that every tongue should 
confess that Jesus Christ is Lord, to the glory of God the 
Father *," contains terms, the origin of which is in a text of 
Scripture quoted to the Romans : ** For it is written. As I 
live, saith the Lord, every knee shall bow to Me, and every 
tongue shall confess to God ' ." 

in. On one other occasion, the Epistle to the Philippians 
has been mentioned out of its order, as containing a near 

« Rom. xii. 3. • PhU. ii. 3. ' Rom. xii. 16. 

8 Phil. Hi. 16. » lb. ii. 1—6. » Rom. xv. 5—7- 

a Phil.ii. 10, II. » Rom. xiv. 11. 
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parallel to the second Epistle to the Corinthians, in opposing 
the Apostle's Jewish standing to that of others. 

The distinction may now be made between these passages. 
To the Corinthians is set forth the intrusion of Judaizers 
into the titles of Christian ministers, their transformation 
into false Apostles ; while the converse is held out to the 
Philippians, the Christian thrusting out the original holders 
of the Jewish vaunt, and himself claiming to be <^ the cir- 
cumcision." We now see also, in the drift of the Philippian 
exhortation to make self of no reputation, that if the Chris- 
tian minister's sufferings are enumerated to the Corinthians, 
it was for the Philippian Epistle studiously to omit them % 
and all which the Apostle could not set aside as loss. 

Closely allied as are the ironical boast ' and as ironical 
confidence ' in the flesh, of these two Epistles, the 
Roman argument ' must intervene, with the breaking off of 
the natural branches, and grafting in of the wild olive *• 
The Corinthian Epistle asks, " Are they Hebrews'?" and 
answers, « So am 1 ;" not so the Philippian, but adds some- 
what to the writer's claims, "An Hebrew of the Hebrews"." 
For the rest of these superior claims, the Roman Epistle 
must supply to us the earliest examination of those three, 
" The stock" of Israel ", " the tribe of Benjamin "," « the 
zeal of God" to persecute '* ; while the Roman, Ephesian, 
and Colossian must all enter into the refutation of eighth 
day circumcision * ; and justify its new name to the Philip- 
pians, the Concision '. One cannot but remark the climax 
of this transfer of all Jewish claims to Christian believers ; 
the Jew's boast is taken out of his own mouth, it being said 



* Phil, iii 13. » 2 Cor. xi. la. • PhO. iii. 4. 

' Rom. ii. 17, 19. • Rom. xi. 18—20. » 2 Cop. xi. 22. 

" Phil. iii. 6. » Rom. ix. 6, &c. " lb. xi. 1. 

" lb. x. 2. » Rom. u. 28, 29 ; Col. ii. U ; Eph. ii. 11. 



« Phil. iii. 2. 
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of him to the Romans, ^' Thou approvest the things that are 
more excellent (Soici/ua^ctc rd Sm^lpovra) *;" and now the 
Apostle, secure of being understood, prays for the Philip- 
pian Christians, so that they may ^^ approve things that are 
excellent," bIq to SoKifxdZBiv vfxac ra Sia^lpovra *. 

IV. There is one other sentence to the Philippians which 
needs some comment, occurring as it does in an Epistle 
which we have seen other reasons to place last of a series, 
more or less referring to the Gentile contribution. " Now, 
ye Philippians, know also, that in the beginning of the 
Gospel, when I departed from Macedonia, no church com- 
municated with me as concerning giving and receiving, (ale 
\6yov ^6<TBWQ icaX M^Bwg) but ye only *." It is something 
to find in an Epistle, written after the contributions of 
Macedonia had been taken to Jerusalem, such a retrospect 
to the earliest interchange between the teacher and the 
taught, and the same parties still engaged in producing this 
"equality*." Something besides preaching in Europe 
seems intended by the words, " beginning of the Gospel," 
used in connexion with this test of communion, and by way 
of paraphrase to the departure from Macedonia. This part 
of his progress has more than once supplied the Apostle 
with a date ', and been the prelude to visits to Corinth. It 
agrees with the Philippians' having had proof (Sokc/uviv) * of 
Timothy, that Timothy had been sent on missions by the 
Apostle ; and the universal character of the Gospel might 
be declared in consequence of the decree at Jerusalem or 
the divided mission of the Apostles. Th6re is no obvious 
anachronism in supposing the Gospel-like Epistle to the 
Hebrews to have been written about some such former 
epoch of the Apostle's, life ; but it is scarcely possible to 



» Rom. it 18. * Phil. i. 10. « lb. W. 16. 

« 2 Cor, viii. 13. » lb. i. 16 ; 1 Cor. xvi. 6. » Phil. ii. 22. 
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suppose him to address, in the language of that Epistle, 
those Hebrews whom he had gradually disabused of their 
old pretensions, and in his Epistles supplanted by the 
spiritual seed, while himself claiming to be '^ the minister 
of Jesus Christ to the Gentiles . . . that the offering up of 
the Gentiles might be acceptable '," and himself expecting 
to "be offered upon the sacrifice and service of their 
faith"." 

» Rom. XV. 16. »» Phil. ii. I7. 



THE END. 
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